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BEFORE THE DISTRICT COURT . . . 
IN THE MATTER OF AN INQUEST 
UPON THE DEAD BODY OF GREGORY ALLEN SEVIER 
ORDER TO SUMMON 
JURORS COMES NOW Dr. Carol Moddrell, District Coroner of 
Douglas County, Kansas, pursuant to the provisions of K.S.A. 
22a230, and directs the Clerk of the District Court to summon 
fifteen (15) jurors to hear and determine the above captioned 
matter, commencing at 9:00 o'clock a.m. on the 30th day of 
April, 1991, and continuing day to day until said matter is 
complete, said matter to be heard at the County Commission Room 
on the second floor of the Douglas County Courthouse in 
Lawrence, Douglas County, Kansas. 
 
Witness my hand this 23 day of April, 1991 
Carol Moddrell, M.D.  
District Coroner 
 
WITNESSES: 
                     
Direct 
Anne Woods 
Kevin Harmon 
Orene Sevier 
Willie Allen Sevier 
Greg Neis  
Judy Irene Sevier 
Susan Hadl 
Ted Bordman 
James Phillips 
Dan Lehr 
George Wheeler 
Robert Paul Verheage 
Carol Moddrell 
Robin Mather 
Craig Shanks 
Mack Pryor 
James Haller 
Larry Fish 
 
EXHIBITS: 
Marked 
tape transcript 
Orene Sevier statement 
Judy Hoffman statement 
Rhonda Factor statements 
knife 
James Phillips statement 
George Wheeler statement 
coroner's report 
police report of 4/90 
police report of 4/89 
police report 
Jury's verdict 
 



CANDACE K. BRAKSICK, CSR, RPR, CM  
IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
INQUEST INTO THE DEATH OF GREGORY ALLEN SEVIER  
Coroner's Case  No. 91=12  
TRANSCRIPT OF CORONER'S INQUEST 
BEFORE: 
CAROL MODDRELL, M.D. 
District Coroner 
County Commission Chambers 
Second Floor 
Douglas County Courthouse 
11th & Massachusetts Streets 
Lawrence, Kansas 
JURORS: 
DALE R. KRING 
MARY BARBUSH 
JUDY P. GRAMMER 
JANETTE P. ROBERTS 
DEBORAH VANSAUN 
LILLIE M. MCKINNEY 
APPEARANCES: 
Mr. James E. Flory, District Attorney 
Mr. Frank D. Diehl, Assistant District Attorney 
Judicial & Law Enforcement Center 
111 East 11th Street 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044  
 
DR. MODDRELL: My name is Carol Moddrell can you hear me 
all right out there in the back?  and I am the district coroner 
for Douglas County, Kansas.  Pursuant to Kansas Statutes 
Annotated 22A to 230, I have called a coroner's inquest for 
purposes of taking evidence regarding circumstances surrounding 
the death of Gregory Allen Sevier, which occurred in Douglas 
County, Kansas, on or about the 21st day of April, 1991. 
  Before we begin I would like to state that I have authorized 
this hearing to be open to the public.  I admonish the 
spectators, however, that this proceeding must take place in an 
orderly manner, with no unnecessary disruptions.  I respectfully 
request your cooperation in this matter.  I have also authorized 
the presence of cameras in this courtroom.  However, the 
following prohibitions shall apply to the use of still or moving 
cameras: no photographs shall be taken of any member of the jury 
or jury panel, and no photographs shall be taken of any witness 
who objects to being photographed.   
  The coroner's inquest by 
law is a proceeding established to determine if a person who is 
dead by causes which appear to be violent and unnatural was 
killed by lawful or unlawful means or in a lawful or unlawful 
manner.  The proceeding is also established to determine who, if 
anyone, is responsible for the death, and by what weapon, if 
any, the death was caused.   
  By statute the coroner is 
instructed for purposes of a coroner's inquest to summon persons 
who are residents of the county in which the inquest occurs to 
serve on a jury consisting of six persons.  For this purpose I 
have instructed the Clerk of the District Court to summon 15 



persons from the presently serving panel of jurors used by the 
Douglas County District Court.  I have further instructed that 
12 jurors be placed under oath and questioned by the Douglas 
County District Attorney, from which six jurors that are able to 
render a fair and impartial verdict in this manner matter will 
be selected.  Once six persons have been selected to serve, the 
jurors will take an oath to follow the law and the evidence in 
making their determination in this proceeding.   
  Would the clerk please call the names of 12 prospective jurors.  
  THE CLERK: No. 272, Dale R. Kring, please come forward.  Top seat. 
No. 285, Mary T. Barbush.  No. 299, Deborah A. VanSaun.  No. 
279, Samuel C. Rabiola.  No. 6, Susan K. Perry.  No. 304, Lane 
E. Williams.  No. 293, Janette Pollom Roberts.  No.  288, Larry 
D. Johnson.  No. 290, Judy P. Grammer.  No. 289, Kelley E. 
Mascher.  No.  2, Lillie M. McKinney.  And No. 308, Peter C. 
Houston.   
  Would you all stand and raise your right hand to be 
sworn for cause. 
  (The jurors were duly sworn for voir dire 
examination.)  
  DR. MODDRELL: Mr. Flory, you may examine the 
jury panel. 
  MR. FLORY: Thank you, Dr. Moddrell.  The coroner 
has explained a little bit about the proceeding, this being a 
coroner's inquest.  Before we actually get to the presentation 
of evidence it's important that we get to know a little bit 
about you in terms of some of your opinions and your thoughts, 
just like we do in a trial, we do the same thing, what's called 
the voir dire, and this is what we're in the process of doing 
right now.   
  VOICE: Excuse me, we can't hear on the back 
row. 
 MR. FLORY: Okay, try this again.  What I'll be doing is 
asking some questions.  The first question I'll ask is can you 
hear in the back row now?  Okay. 
  There are no right or wrong answers to the questions I ask.   
We're basically trying to determine if you have any  
opinions, have already formed any 
opinions about the matter you are about to hear.  I will be 
asking you some questions; Dr. Moddrell will be asking you 
questions as well.  This is the time in the proceeding that you 
should feel free to speak up, and I hope that you'll be very 
open and candid in your answers.  If I ask a question and you 
feel a need to respond, if you'd just raise your right 
hand I will note that and we may talk about it right at the 
time, we may talk about it a little later.  After this process 
is completed Dr. Moddrell will pick six persons to actually sit 
and hear the evidence in this case.  If it turns out that you're 
not selected that really doesn't mean anything.  What the 
coroner will attempt to do is pick the most fair and the most 
impartial jury panel possible to hear the case.   
  Before I ask you any questions I obviously need to tell you a little 
bit 
about this case, so that you will know whether you have formed 
an opinion or have any prior information about it. 
  On April the 21st, 1991, at approximately 2:28 A.M. in the morning, 
Lawrence police officers were summoned to a residence on 1627 



East 18th Terrace here in Lawrence.  That was the Sevier 
residence.  The officers that were assigned on this particular 
call were James Phillips and Ted Bordman.  Also responding to 
assist those officers was Sergeant George Wheeler.  All of these 
gentlemen are with the Lawrence Police Department.  The persons 
that were present in the home that night were Willie Sevier; his 
wife, Orene Sevier; their daughter Judy Hoffman; and their son, 
Gregg Sevier.  While the officers were at the home there was a 
confrontation between Gregg Sevier and the officers.  Officers 
Phillips and Bordman both fired their weapons, striking Mr. 
Sevier, and he died at the scene.   
  With that background in mind, I will tell you that it's likely  
we will be here all day today listening to evidence  
in this case.  It's possible that the evidence could proceed 
into tomorrow morning or perhaps all 
day tomorrow.  It's impossible for me to predict that.  With 
that in mind, I would ask if anyone on the panel has any 
personal, physical, or occupational hardships that would make it 
impossible for them to sit and hear evidence and give proper 
attention to the evidence for the next two days.  If so would 
you please raise your hand. 
  (No response.) 
  Thank you.  I've given the names of various 
persons and I'd like to go through those persons now 
individually and ask that if any of you have any personal 
acquaintance with the individuals, if you would raise your hand 
when I call the name.  Gregg Sevier.   
  (No response.)  
  Willie Sevier. 
  (No response.) 
  Orene Sevier. 
  (No response.) 
  Judy Hoffman. 
  (No response.) 
  Julie Gudenkauf. 
  (No response.) 
  Mark Gudenkauf. 
  (No response.) 
  Ted Bordman. 
  (No response.) 
  James Phillips.  Okay, Mr. Houston, you know 
Mr. Phillips? 
  MR. HOUSTON: Professionally.  I am 
professionally acquainted with Officer Phillips in the 
performance of his duties.  I am not personally acquainted with 
him aside from off the job, or on the job.   
  MR. FLORY: It's kind of hard for me to hear, too.  In other  
words, you've had some contact with him in his role as a police  
officer? 
  MR. HOUSTON: That's correct. 
  MR. FLORY: Is there any personal 
relationship, friendship or anything with Officer Phillips? 
  MR. HOUSTON: No.  
  MR. FLORY: Have your contacts 
with him in the professional capacity been ongoing or a onetime 
thing?   
  MR. HOUSTON: They're on occasion. 



  MR. FLORY: What 
is your business or your professional association? 
  MR.HOUSTON: I'm a county paramedic. 
  MR. FLORY: It's likely that 
one or more other county paramedics will testify in this 
proceeding.  Do you know Robert Verheaghe? 
  MR. HOUSTON: Yes, I'm acquainted with him.  
  MR. FLORY: Is he in any supervisory 
capacity to you? 
  MR. HOUSTON: No.   
  MR. FLORY: Sergeant 
George Wheeler.  Does anyone know Sergeant Wheeler? 
(No response.) 
  Now I've mentioned some officers, but I would 
like to ask a more general question now, that being whether any 
of you, members of the panel have a close friend or a relative 
that's a law enforcement officer here in Douglas County, either 
on the K.U Police Department, Sheriff's Office, or the Lawrence 
Police Department.  If so, would you raise your hand. 
(No response.)  
  Okay, I note no hands.  Are any of the members 
of the panel a member of any law enforcement associations, such 
as Fraternal Order of Police, as a member or associate member of 
any type of organization like that? 
(No response.) 
  Okay.  One matter that you will learn as the 
evidence progresses is that Mr.  Gregg Sevier is a Native 
American.  Do any of the members of the panel belong to any 
organization or association relating to Native Americans?  If 
so, raise your hand. 
(No response.) 
  It's important in a court trial, and I think 
probably equally important in a proceeding such as this, that a 
jury make their decision based upon what you hear and what you 
see within the courtroom, or in this instance within these 
chambers, the coroner's inquest, and in that respect, if you've 
already formed an opinion based upon what you may have read or 
seen, it's important that we know that before we begin the 
proceeding.  So with that in mind, has anybody received any 
information with respect to this case from newspapers?  If 
you've read about the case, would you please raise your hand. 
  I think all members except Mr. Houston have read something 
about it. 
  Radio or television, if you've heard anything about 
the case from radio or television. Has anyone received any 
information about this case from any other source than what you 
may have seen or read in the print or broadcast media: a friend, 
a neighbor that seemed to have some information about this 
particular case that relayed that information to you?  
(No response.) 
  I note no hands.  It's not uncommon, ladies 
and gentlemen, for people to have read or seen accounts about 
incidents in our community.  What is important for our purposes 
here today is whether, based upon those accounts, you have 
already formed an opinion and come to this proceeding 
predisposed to decide the matter one way or the other.  From 
what you've read or what you've seen on radio or television do 



any of you feel that you have already formed an opinion about 
the death of Gregg Sevier and whether it was justified or not 
justified?  If so, would you please raise your hand.  Mr. 
Johnson and Miss Perry, is that correct?  I'm sorry, is there 
and Mr.  Williams? 
 
  MR. WILLIAMS: Yes.  You mean by that conclusive 
opinions? 
  MR. FLORY: Well, I think we probably need to talk 
about it.  As I indicated, it's important and of course, Mr. 
Williams, you're an attorney.  Is that correct? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: Yes.  
  MR. FLORY: It's important that you make a 
decision based upon what you hear or see in this room and not 
what you may have read in the newspaper or seen on television. 
Can you set aside whatever things you may have read or heard and 
decide this matter based only upon what you hear in here? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: Probably so, but still I have heard enough to have an 
idea. 
  MR. FLORY: Okay, you have heard enough that you've 
begun the opinion forming process; is that correct?   
  MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 
  MR. FLORY: And of course one of the issues, 
the coroner will state to all members of the jury the law that 
applies in this case.  As an attorney, do you believe that you 
would perhaps have a different interpretation or attempt to 
utilize your own interpretation of the law as opposed to just 
what's written in the jury instructions?  Do you think that 
would be a problem? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: I'm not sure I understand 
your question.   
  MR. FLORY: In other words, you have no doubt 
studied the law and are familiar with the law in this 
jurisdiction and in the process the coroner provides jury 
instructions that says you must follow this law.  Do you have 
any problem with following the law as it's given or would you 
try to consider other laws that you may be aware of in making 
your decision?   
  MR. WILLIAMS: Well, as a member of the jury 
I would have to follow what the instructions were given to 
me. 
  MR. FLORY: With respect to having begun to form an 
opinion, I will ask you, Mr.  Williams, very candidly, would you 
feel comfortable sitting on this jury and deciding the case 
based only upon what you hear in this room or would you have 
concerns that you already have formed an opinion and cannot be 
totally fair and impartial? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: I believe I could 
be fair.  I guess part of my problem is that I have some concern 
about the process itself. 
  MR. FLORY: The process itself, 
you're talking about the coroner's inquest process itself:  
  MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, yes. 
  MR. FLORY: And is your concern in that 
regard of a negative or a positive nature? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: Well, I guess it's your interpretation of what negative 
or 



positive is, but my concern is about some of the statements that 
have been made attributed to various parties about the 
evenhandedness of the process. 
  MR. FLORY: Well, with that 
concern in mind again I ask, could you sit and be fair and 
impartial in hearing this case?   
  MR. WILLIAMS: Well, I would 
certainly try.  I don't know if I could answer that honestly 
until I actually do it. 
  MR. FLORY: Are there questions in 
your mind that you would be able to be fair and impartial to all 
parties? 
  MR. WILLIAMS: No, I don't think so. 
  MR. FLORY: Miss Perry, you also indicated that you had formed a prior 
opinion.  I talked to Mr. Williams at some length.  Do you think 
you could sit and hear the evidence and be fair and impartial or 
would those opinions that you've already formed tend to cause 
you a problem?   
  MS. PERRY: I think I could be fair. 
  MR. FLORY: Mr. Johnson? 
 
  MR. JOHNSON: I've sort of already formulated an 
opinion but until you hear the evidence and the whole story I 
don't know if you can actually say one way or the other.   
  MR. FLORY: And would you be willing to listen to the evidence very 
closely  
  MR. JOHNSON: Oh yes, yes. 
  MR. FLORY: and make a decision based only upon what you hear in this 
room? 
  MR. JOHNSON: Yes. 
  MR. FLORY: Has anyone on the panel 
been a law enforcement officer, whether military police or any 
other civilian law enforcement position 
(No response.) 
  Do any members of the panel own a handgun?  Not a 
rifle or shotgun but a handgun 
(No response.) Some people have very strong feelings about 
handguns. Does anyone on the panel have very strong feelings 
about handguns and whether 
private individuals should have handguns?  Okay, I need to get 
these down, so Mr. Rabiola? 
MR. RABIOLA: Yes.  
MR. FLORY: And 
Mr. Mascher.  Mr. Williams.  And Miss Perry.  Thank you.  Have 
any of the members of the panel received any professional 
training in self-defense?  By professional I mean an actual 
self-defense course.  
(No response) 
Have any of you been 
the victim of an assault in which a knife or a gun was used? 
Mr. Mascher.  Mr. Mascher, I indicated that this involves a 
confrontation between police officers that were armed with 
handguns and another individual who was 
 
armed with a knife.  In light of your previous personal 
experience, do you think you would have any problems listening 
to the evidence and being fair and impartial?   



  MR. MASCHER: No.  
  MR. FLORY: How long ago was the incident which involved 
you? 
  MR. MASCHER: 12, 12 years ago, 13. 
MR. FLORY: And was 
that an altercation between two private individuals? 
  MR. MASCHER: Yes.  
  MR. FLORY: Has anyone been the victim of a crime 
against persons other than an assault with a knife or gun?  An 
assault, a battery, or any other type of personal crime, not 
theft. 
(No response.) There's a likelihood that evidence 
you will hear involves the use of alcoholic beverages.  Just 
like handguns, some people have very strong feelings about 
alcoholic beverages.  Does anyone on the panel have very strong 
feelings against the use of alcoholic beverages?  If so, please 
raise your hand. (No response.) Like I said, there are 
no right or wrong answers, so if you would please let me know. 
Some of these questions seem to be rather personal.  I'm not 
prying into your private affairs, but this is a very important 
matter and so I feel compelled to ask certain questions.  Once I 
have the answer I'll try not to pry further than absolutely 
necessary to see if you have formed an opinion.  Does anyone 
have any close friend, very close friend or family member that 
is chemically addicted to drugs or alcohol? (No 
response) As I indicated a few moments ago, the coroner will 
instruct you on the law of this state that you should consider 
in hearing this case and in ultimately arriving at a verdict. 
The role of the jury, of course, is to apply the facts as you 
find them to the law as you are instructed and render a 
decision.  The jurors' prerogative is not to substitute their 
judgment on what the law should be or shouldn't be.  Does anyone 
think they would have a problem in following the law as it's 
given to you if you don't happen to like it?  Which we have a 
right not to like the law but as jurors we have a duty to follow 
it.  Is anyone concerned that they would have difficulty in 
following the law of this state in deciding this case?  If so, 
please raise your hand. (No response) As you will 
be told, under certain circumstances persons are authorized to 
use deadly force in this state.  The coroner will give you those 
instances or under what circumstances that is authorized, but in 
our state the use of deadly force, actually force that would 
take a human life, is authorized under given circumstances. 
Does anyone disagree with the law that allows one person to take 
the life of another under certain statutory circumstances?  If 
so, please raise your hand. (No response.) Have any of 
you served on a jury before?  If so, raise your hand.  Mr. 
Kring.  And Mrs. Roberts.  Anyone else?  Has that been within 
this past month?  I know you are at the end of your term. 
I've given you a brief description of the matter that will 
necessarily be decided.  Does anyone have or have you in the 
past had an interest in or formed an opinion about a similar 
case, not necessarily these parties or this situation but 
something that's similar that has touched your life?  If so, 
please raise your hand.  (No response) And finally, 
ladies and gentlemen, is there any matter that you feel you 
would like to raise privately with the coroner with respect to a 



reason that you hesitate in being a juror in this case?  If so, 
please raise your hand. (No response) As I indicated 
earlier, I had a series of questions to ask and wanted to talk 
to you about them.  The coroner as well may have questions for 
you.  At this point my questioning has concluded, unless you 
have anything that you would like to say or any issue you would 
like to address at this point.  I see none.   
  DR. MODDRELL: I have no further questions.  We're going to 
recess for 10 or 15 
minutes and Mr. Flory and I are going to confer. 
(THEREUPON, a recess was taken from 9:43 until 9:54.)  
  THE CLERK: As I call your name would you step out of the box and 
back into the spectator's section.  Lane E. Williams.  Susan K. 
Perry.  Samuel C. Rabiola.  Larry D. Johnson.  Kelley E. 
Mascher.  And Peter C. Houston.   
  DR. MODDRELL: Would the clerk 
please administer the oath for the jury.   
  THE CLERK: Please stand and raise your right hand.  (The jurors were 
duly 
sworn to try the case.) 
  DR. MODDRELL: Whenever we have subsequent recesses  
in this proceeding I must admonish each of 
you as jurors that it is your duty not to converse with or allow 
yourselves to be addressed by any person on any subject of this 
inquest.  It is further your duty not to form or express any 
opinion about this inquest until the evidence is completed and 
the matter is finally submitted to you for your decision.  This 
admonishment shall apply to every separation of the jury. 
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, at this point I will read to 
you instructions as to the law of the State of Kansas in regard 
to the matters about which this inquest is being held.  After 
the evidence is completed I will again read you these 
instructions as to the law and provide you with a copy of the 
instructions to take with you to the jury room, along with the 
evidence submitted in this proceeding and a coroner's inquest 
verdict form.   
  Now may we excuse the other jurors at this 
point?  
  MR. FLORY: Yes. 
  DR. MODDRELL: These instructions are somewhat lengthy and 
detailed.   And as I said, I will read 
them once now; I will read them again after the presentation of 
evidence; and then you will have a copy of your own to refer to. 
  In a coroner's inquest the jury is to determine the following: 
when the deceased died; by what means death was caused; by what 
person, if any, and if known, death was caused; by what weapon, 
if any, and if known, death was caused; whether the death was 
caused feloniously, accidentally, or justifiably. 
  The feloniously caused death may be the following: Involuntary 
manslaughter, KSA 213404.  Involuntary manslaughter is the 
unlawful killing of a human being without malice which is done 
unintentionally in the commission of an unlawful act not 
amounting to a felony or in the commission of a lawful act in an 
unlawful manner.  As used in this section, an unlawful act is 
any act which is prohibited by a statute of the United States or 
the State of Kansas or an ordinance of any city within the 
state, which statute is enacted for the protection of human life 



or safety.  Involuntary manslaughter is a class D felony. 
  Voluntary manslaughter, KSA 213403.  Voluntary manslaughter is 
the unlawful killing of a human being without malice which is 
done intentionally upon a sudden quarrel or in the heat of 
passion.  Voluntary manslaughter is a class C 
felony. 
  Statutory sections which may be useful in judging the 
conduct of the deceased before his death:  Aggravated assault 
on a law enforcement officer, KSA 213410.  Aggravated assault on 
a law enforcement officer is unlawfully assaulting or striking 
at another with a deadly weapon or committing assault by 
threatening or menacing another while disguised in any manner to 
conceal identity, or willfully and intentionally assaulting 
another with intent to commit any felony, committed against a 
uniformed or properly identified state, county, or city law 
enforcement officer while such officer is engaged in the 
performance of his duty.   
  Law enforcement officer defined, KSA 
213110, Section 10.  Law enforcement officer means any person 
who, by virtue of his or her office or public employment, is 
vested by law with a duty to maintain public order or to make 
arrests for crimes, whether that duty extends to all crimes or 
is limited to specific crimes.   
  Statutory sections which may 
be useful in judging the lawful use of force are as 
follows: A, arrest by law enforcement officer, 222401.  A law 
enforcement officer may arrest a person under any of the 
following circumstances: The officer has a warrant commanding 
that the person be arrested; the officer has probably cause to 
believe that a warrant for the person's arrest has been issued 
in this state or in another jurisdiction for a felony committed 
therein; the officer has probably cause to believe that the 
person is committing or has committed, one, a felony, or two, a 
misdemeanor; and the law enforcement officer has probably cause 
to believe that, A, the person will not be apprehended or 
evidence of the crime will be irretrievably lost unless the 
person is immediately arrested; the person may cause injury to 
self or others or damage to property unless immediately 
arrested; or C, the person has intentionally inflicted bodily 
harm to another person; any crime except a traffic infraction 
has been or is being committed by the person in the officer's 
view.   
  Law enforcement officer's use of force in making 
arrests, 213215.  A law enforcement officer or any person whom 
such officer has summoned or directed to assist in making a 
lawful arrest because of resistance or threatened resistance to 
the arrest. Such officer is justified in the use of any force 
which such officer reasonably believes to be necessary to effect 
the arrest and of any force which such officer reasonably 
believes to be necessary to defend the officer's self or another 
from bodily harm while making the arrest.  However, such officer 
is justified in using force likely to cause death or great 
bodily harm only when such officer reasonably believes that such 
force is necessary to prevent death or great bodily harm to such 
officer or another person or when such officer reasonably 
believes that such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from 
being defeated by resistance or escape and the person to be 



arrested has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving 
great bodily harm or is attempting to escape by use of a deadly 
weapon or otherwise indicates that such person will endanger 
human life or inflict great bodily harm unless arrested without 
delay.   
  Use of force in resisting arrest, KSA 213217.  A 
person is not authorized to use force to resist an 
arrest which he knows is being made either by law enforcement 
officer or by a private person summoned and directed by a law 
enforcement officer to make the arrest even if the person 
arrested believes that the arrest is unlawful.  Use of force 
in defense of a person, KSA 213211.  A person is justified in 
the use of force against an aggressor when and to the extent it 
appears to him and he reasonably believes that such conduct is 
necessary to defend himself or another against such aggressor's 
imminent use of unlawful force.  What constitutes arrest, 
state versus Williams, 4 Kansas 2d 651, 1980.  In order to 
constitute an act of arrest, there must be an intention or 
purpose to take a person into the custody of the law under a 
real or pretended authority and an actual or constructive 
seizure or detention of such person.  KSA 222202, 
definitions, 4: Arrest means the taking of a person into custody 
in order that the person may be forthcoming to answer for the 
commission of a crime.   
  Under the foregoing instructions and 
in conjunction with the evidence you will hear and which you can 
examine, it is your duty as jurors to make the determinations 
required by law in this case.  Your decisions with regard to the 
verdict form must be unanimous. Now, we have pads and pens 
provided for you so that you may take notes during the 
questioning of witnesses.  Now at this point I would like to 
ask all persons who have been subpoenaed to testify to leave the 
courtroom until after your testimony is completed.  Are there 
any witnesses in the courtroom that have been subpoenaed? 
  It is now time for the presentation of evidence in this coroner's 
inquest.  I have requested that the District Attorney be 
responsible for calling witnesses and performing most of the 
questioning.  I may from time to time also ask questions of the 
witnesses, and you, as members of the jury, may also ask 
questions at the conclusion of the examination by the District 
Attorney.   
  Mr. Flory, you will begin the presentation of 
evidence. 
  MR. FLORY: Thank you, Dr. Moddrell.  Just a couple of 
remarks I'd like to make.  First of all, I'm Jim Flory and I'm 
the District Attorney and I'll be calling the witnesses to 
examine in this inquest.  Assisting me to my right is Frank 
Diehl, who is an Assistant District Attorney here in Douglas 
County.  As the coroner indicated, this is an investigatory 
proceeding.  The purpose is to develop all of the available 
facts and evidence for you.  I will call witnesses and examine 
the witnesses initially, and, as the coroner indicated, you 
certainly should feel free to ask witnesses any questions you 
have.  I hope you will not hesitate to do that.  I would ask 
that your questions be asked at the conclusion of my examination 
rather than during the course of the examination, but if you'll 
jot down any question, you can certainly ask it before the 



witness will be excused.  My role, Mr. Diehl's role here is 
simply to assist the coroner and to assist you.  Our purpose is 
not to persuade or to influence your judgment but rather just to 
gather facts.  It's not my intention nor Mr. Diehl's to attempt 
to persuade you or attempt to influence you by any questions or 
any comments we make.  During this proceeding if any question or 
comment that I make or Mr. Diehl makes you feel has a tendency 
to influence your independent judgment, quite simply it should 
be disregarded.  That is not our role.  With that in mind, we 
would call Anne Woods to the stand.  Dr. Moddrell, we've taken 
steps to determine which witnesses would object or not object to 
being photographed.  Miss Woods has indicated she has no 
objection to being photographed. ANNE WOODS, called as a 
witness, having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as 
follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY:  
Q.  Would you 
please tell us, tell the jury what your name is.  
A.  My name is Anne Woods.   
Q.  And any time the jury can't hear something, please speak up. 
The acoustics in here aren't the 
best.  What's your occupation, ma'am?   
A.  I am a dispatcher for the City of Lawrence Police 
Department.   
Q.  And how long have 
you been a dispatcher?   
A.  Since February of 1990.   
Q.  What does that mean, dispatcher?  What's your actual job function? 
What do you do?   
A.  Primarily we take incoming calls for 
assistance, people requesting officers, 911 and non-emergency. 
Q.  And were you working on the early morning hours of April the 
21st, 1991?   
A.  Yes, I was.   
Q.  And during that shift of duty, 
Miss Woods, did you receive a call, telephone call, for 
assistance from 1627 East 18th Terrace?   
A.  Yes, I did.   
Q.  Do you recall that conversation?   
A.  Yes, I do.   
Q.  Was that call 
received on regular telephone or 911, or do you recall?   
A.  It was received on 911.   
Q.  And who was the caller?   
A.  The caller was Mrs. Sevier.   
Q.  And did you send officers to that 
address, 1627 East 18th Terrace?   
A.  I sent the district officer, which was unit 125,  
and I sent a back officer, which 
was unit 120.   
Q.  Okay.  And do you recall the names of the 
officers that were in those units?   
A.  In 125 was Officer Ted 
Bordman, in 120 Officer Jim Phillips.   
Q.  Now these telephone 
calls that you receive at the Police Department, is there a 
taping system which apes all the incoming telephone calls?   
A. All communication in dispatch on the telephone and on the radio 



is recorded.   
Q.  And you are familiar with that system?   
A. Yes, I am.   
Q.  We have over here a recorder, a player, that I 
would ask, are you familiar with the operation of that?   
A.Yes.   
Q.  What I'd like you to do is to step down and play the 
beginning of that tape, which I believe will be a telephone 
conversation.  Before I do that I'd like to distribute to the 
jury a transcription and also I would like to have one of these 
marked and entered into evidence. (THEREUPON, Exhibit 1 was 
marked for identification.) 
  MR. FLORY: Play the tape. (THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) 
Emergency dispatch. Yes, this 
is Mrs. Sevier.  Could you have an officer come out to my 
place?  Where is that? 1627 East 18th Terrace. And for 
what reason? My son is in his bedroom and he's having a real 
problem, and my husband seen him with a butcher knife in there 
and I just want someone to go in and check him out. Okay, is 
your husband there now? Yeah, he's just standing outside 
waiting. Okay, how do you spell your last name? S E V I E 
And how old is your son? He's 22. Okay, your 
phone number, please.8436398.Okay.  1627 East 18th 
Terrace? Uhhuh.  And don't use the siren or anything.  I 
don't want to alarm him or anything like that.  I just want 
someone to come out here and Okay, have you been arguing 
tonight? No, no, no, nothing's going on. Okay, why does he 
have the knife, do you know?   I think he's having a problem 
with his girlfriend or something, I think they broke up or 
something, I don't know. All right, I'll send someone 
out. Thank you. (TAPE OFF.)  (BY MR. FLORY) Miss 
Woods, is that your voice on the tape? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  on receiving the telephone call?  And is that an exact verbatim 
recording of the conversation as you recall it? 
A.  Yes. 
MR. FLORY: I have no further questions.  Do any of the jury members 
have a question for Miss Woods?  You may step down.  Thank you. 
  Call Sergeant Kevin Harmon. KEVIN HARMON, called as a 
witness, having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as 
follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Would you please tell the jury what your name is? 
A.  Kevin Harmon. 
Q. Your occupation? 
A.  I'm a sergeant with the Lawrence, Kansas, 
Police Department. 
Q.  How long have you been a police officer, 
Sergeant Harmon? 
A.  Little over 12 years. 
Q.  And are you familiar with the system for taping telephone calls and 
radio 
traffic and dispatch?   
A.  Yes, I am.   
Q.  And did you have occasion to search the tapes for the 
telephone call and the radio traffic which related to the call 
on April 21st, 1991, at 1627 East 18th Terrace?   
A.  Yes, I did.   



Q.  Were you requested to prepare a transcript of the tape?   
A.  I was.   
Q.  Did you personally listen to that tape in order to prepare the 
transcript?   
A.  Yes, I did.   
Q.  Are you familiar with the voices of the persons on the tape? 
A.  Yes, I am.   
Q.  Show you Exhibit 1.  Is that a photocopy of the transcript you 
prepared? 
A.  Yes, it is.  EXHIBIT 1 
TAPE TRANSCRIPTION ANNE WOODS........Emergency 
Dispatch MRS. SEVIER.......Yes, uh, this is Mrs. Sevier, uh, 
could you have an officer come out to my place? 
ANNE WOODS........Where is that?  
MRS. SEVIER.......Uh, Sixteen twenty-seven East Eighteenth Terrace. 
ANNE WOODS........And for what reason?  MRS. SEVIER.......Uh, my 
son is in his bedroom and, uh, he's having a real problem, and 
um, my husband seen him with a butcher knife in there and, uh, I 
just want someone to go in and check him 
out. 
ANNE WOODS........OK is your husband there now? 
MRS. SEVIER.......Yea, he's just standing outside waiting. 
ANNE WOODS........How do you spell your last name? 
MRS. SEVIER.......S E V I E R 
ANNE WOODS........How old is your son? 
MRS. SEVIER.......He's twenty-two.   
ANNE WOODS........O.K., your phone number please.   
MRS. SEVIER.......8436398  
ANNE WOODS........O.K.  Sixteen twenty-seven East Eighteenth Terrace. 
MRS. SEVIER.......Uh, huh and, uh, don't use the siren or 
anything.  I don't want to alarm him or anything like that.  I 
just want someone to come out here and  
ANNE WOODS........O.K.  Have...Have you been arguing tonight? 
MRS. SEVIER.......No.  No no...nothings going on.   
ANNE WOODS........O.K., why does he have the knife?  Do you 
know?   
MRS. SEVIER.......I think he's having a, uh, problem with 
his girlfriend or something, I think they broke up or something, I 
don't 
know. 
ANNE WOODS........Alright, I'll send someone out. 
MRS. SEVIER.......Uh, huh.  Thank you 
ANNE WOODS........You're welcome. 
DISPATCH..........Dispatched two fifteen (2:15 AM) ten eight 
(in service) two twenty nine (2:29 AM)  
GEORGE WHEELER....Looks like he's over there at 
Ninth and Ohio.  122...............104 (Acknowledge)  
ANNE WOODS........125 (The district car number)  
TED BORDMAN.......Go ahead  
ANNE WOODS........Be enroute Sixteen twenty-seven East 
Eighteenth Street Terrace.`One Six Two Seven East Eighteenth 
Street Terrace.  1081 (Complainant) the mother advising her 22  
year old son is in his bedroom.  He has a butcher knife.   
It's unknown exactly what the problem is. She believes he may be 
having trouble with his girlfriend there has been no arguing  
at the residence.  She'd like an officer in route to talk to 
him.  



TED BORDMAN.......104 (Acknowledge) 
ANNE WOODS........120 (Back car) 
JIM PHILLIPS......1627 E. 18th Terrace? 
ANNE WOODS........Inaudible (104) 
JIM PHILLIPS......Ninth and Vermont (Reporting his current 
location)  
ANNE WOODS........Inaudible (2:30) 122...............Two's 1045 
(Making a car stop)  
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Go ahead) 
122...............David Frank King 120, it'd be Ninth and 
Tennessee behind the building. 
DISPATCH..........48 (Officer in 122 car) is this 
the call I dispatched 64 on? 122...............104 
(Acknowledge) I'm getting ready to clear and copy... Two P.D. 
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Go ahead) 
122...............Paper delivery driver.  108 (In service) 
DISPATCH..........104 AT 2:32 (2:32 am) 124 disregard. 
124...............104 thanks 48.  124's 108 (In service) 
DISPATCH..........(Inaudible) JIM PHILLIPS......64 (Officers 
number) 124...............South side, go ahead.  JIM 
PHILLIPS......Are you on your way to a call? 
124...............Negative  
JIM PHILLIPS......OK, I need...900 block of Vermont there's an 
old beat up...Chevy pickup.  Has two subjects in it and I'm in  
route to a call.  I had a talk with them once they nearly took  
out the side of my patrol car.  1046 (Possibly intoxicated).   
Uh, if they get in it you might want to have another talk with 
them. 
124...............104 
(Acknowledge) 
121...............121's 108 (In service) 
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Time) 
122...............48, 64 (Officer calling another officer) 
124...............11th and Mass., go ahead. 
122...............It's still stationary.  I'm gonna be down the 
street from it, blacked out, and watch them.  They're still in 
the area.   
124...............104, I'll stay away from it for a 
little bit.  Let me know.   
JIM PHILLIPS......If either one of you do stop em, I've got  
another charge, I just didn't have time to deal with it right 
then. 
122...............104 
123...............123 P.D. 1028 (Registration check)  
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Go ahead) 
123...............Kansas, Charles Young Boy 586 
DISPATCH..........28's on an '86 Honda to Robert or Janet Smith, 
Wichita.   
123...............O.K. Charles Henry Tom 476 
DISPATCH..........An '84 Saab 4 door to George's Leasing of 
Wichita.  123...............104 TED BORDMAN.......125's 1023 
(Arrives at scene) DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Gives time) 
123...............70 P.D.  Check uh, K.U. Directory for last 
name Magden...Magnuson, Diane M., for a...for an address.   
DISPATCH..........121 
121...............6th and Bluffs  
DISPATCH..........320 Florida. 



Three Two Zero Florida.  Have a large party.  1081 
(Complainant) advising, subjects are loud and get in their 
vehicles 1046 (Intoxicated). 
121...............Inaudible 
DISPATCH..........2:36 
DISPATCH..........70 
123...............Go ahead 
DISPATCH..........1012 Emery Apartment G George 2. 
TED BORDMAN.......47 P.D.  I need 1033 (Emergency traffic only). 
JIM PHILLIPS......120's 1023 (Arrived at the scene).   
GEORGE WHEELER....119's out on, uh, Eighteenth Terrace. 
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Time) 
JIM 
PHILLIPS......P.D.  We need some assistance. 
DISPATCH..........22 and 24 (Calling two district units) 
124...............109 (Repeat) the address 
ANNE WOODS........1627 East 18th Street Terrace. 
GEORGE WHEELER....Shots fired P.D. get me an ambulance. 
TED BORDMAN.......We've got shots fired we need a 01049 (ambulance) 
1627 East 18th Street Terrace A.S.A.P.  We've got a man down. 
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Copy you 104)  
TED BORDMAN.......P.D. advise the DCAS we've got probably chest 
wounds, sucking chest wounds, we do have a subject down shot. 
DISPATCH..........104 they're in route.   
JIM PHILLIPS......We need more units here.   
DISPATCH..........61, you're requesting more units?   
124...............Is it 27th Terrace P.D. or 21st Terrace?   
DISPATCH..........East 18th Terrace.  1627 East 18th Terrace.   
122...............2 1023 (122 arrives at scene). 
DISPATCH..........At 2:42.  122 if you can advise if we need to 
call people out from evenings.   
GEORGE WHEELER....Stand by P.D.  
GEORGE WHEELER....Get us some units here P.D. 
DISPATCH..........109 (Repeat)  
GEORGE WHEELER....17 P.D.  We have one subject down.   
122...............Units advise.  Is everyone in the house?   
GEORGE WHEELER....104.  Come in the house.  Officers are 104.   
DISPATCH..........17 do you need more assistance?   
GEORGE WHEELER....Not right now.  We will as soon as we get this 
situation under control. 
124...............4's 1023 (District 124 arrives). 
DISPATCH..........Inaudible (Time) 
123...............23 P.D.  I'm in route also. 
GEORGE WHEELER....17 P.D., notify L1, notify detectives. 
ANNE WOODS........104, L1 has been advised. 
GEORGE WHEELER....104 
 
Q.  Thank you.  We have a tape player over here that should be 
set up to play the radio transmissions that occurred with 
respect to this call.  Did you set this up?   
A.  Yes, I did.   
Q. And would you at this time for the jury please let me ask one 
question first.  Were you able to hear the last, when we played 
the telephone call?  I could hear it here but I don't know. 
Would you please play that for the jury?   
A.  Sure.  (THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) 
Dispatched 2:15 ten eight 2:29. Looks like he's over here at  



Ninth and Ohio.104 125. Go ahead. Be en route 1627 East 18th  
Street Terrace, one six two seven East 18th Street Terrace, 
1081, the mother advising her 22 
year old son is in his bedroom.  He has a butcher knife.  It's 
unknown exactly what the problem is.  She believes he may be 
having trouble with his girlfriend, there has been no arguing at 
the residence.  She'd like an officer enroute to talk to 
him. 104. 120. 1627 East 18th Terrace? Ninth and 
Vermont  Two's 1045. David Frank King, one two zero, it'd 
be (TAPE OFF.) 
Q.  (BY MR. FLORY) Officer, stop it just a second.  Okay, now  
at that point if you could provide a little 
explanation as to what's happening.  
A.  At this particular 
time there is a lot of other radio traffic going on.  There is 
that's not the only call that the officers were investigating or 
en route to.  I believe there's also going to be another call 
dispatched during this time period, but at least at this 
particular time both units have been dispatched to the 
residence.   
Q.  By both units, do you know what officers were 
in what unit? 
A.  Officer Ted Bordman in unit 125 and Officer 
Jim Phillips in unit 120. 
Q.  Okay.  Would you resume the tape, please. 
 (THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) 48.  Is 
this the call I dispatched 64 on? 104.  I'm getting ready to 
clear and copy.  Two P.D. Paper delivery driver.  108. 104 at 2:32.  
124 
disregard. 104.  Thanks 48.  124's 108. 64. South side, 
go ahead. Are you on your way to a 
call? Negative. Okay, I need 900 block of Vermont there's 
an old beat-up Chevy pickup.  Has two subjects in it and I'm en 
route to a call.  I had a talk with them.  Once they nearly took 
out the side of my patrol car.  1046.  Uh, if they get in it you 
might want to have another talk with them. 104. 121's 
108. 48, 64. 11th and Mass, go ahead. It's still 
stationary.  I'm going to be down the street from it, blacked 
out, and watch them.  They're still in the area. 104, I'll 
stay away from it for a little bit.  Let me know. If either 
one of you do stop 'em I've got another charge, I just didn't 
have time to deal with it right then. 104. 123 P.D., 
1028. Kansas, Charles Young Boy 586. 28's on an '86 Honda 
to Robert or Janet Smith, Wichita.   Okay.  Charles Henry Tom 
476. An '84 Saab four-door to George's Leasing of 
Wichita. 104.  125's 1023. (TAPE OFF.) 
Q.  (BY MR.FLORY) Okay, now Sergeant Harmon, now 125 1023, what does 
that 
indicate? 
A.  At this particular time Officer Ted Bordman has 
arrived at the scene of the residence there on East 18th Street 
Terrace. 
Q.  Okay.  If you would turn on the tape again, 
please. 
(THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) 70 P.D.  Check 
K.U. directory for last name Magden, Magnuson, Diane M., for a, 
for an address. 121. Sixth and Bluffs.320 Florida. 



Three two zero Florida.  have a large party, 1081 advising 
subjects are loud and get in their vehicles 
1046.2:36.70. Go ahead.1012 Emery, Apartment G 
George 2. 47 P.D.  I need 1033. (TAPE OFF.) 
Q.  Okay, stop it at that point.  Could you tell us what that last 
transmission, who it's from and what it indicated?   
A.  The last transmission was from Officer Ted Bordman.  What he is 
requesting is that all the other units that have access to 
radios remain off the radios unless they have emergency 
traffic. 
Q.  That's what 1033 means? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Okay.  Can you turn the tape back on, please. 
(THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) 119's out on 18th 
Terrace.(TAPE OFF.) 
Q.  And 119 is out on 18th Terrace refers to what, Sergeant?   
A.  That would be Sergeant George Wheeler, the supervisor of the 
midnight shift, at that particular time arriving at the 
residence. 
Q.  Okay.  So at this point Officer Bordman has arrived, officer 
Phillips has 
arrived, and just the last transmission Sergeant Wheeler has 
arrived? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Okay.  I think at this 
point you can turn it on and just play the remainder of the 
tape.(THE TAPE WAS PLAYED AS FOLLOWS:) P.D.  We need some 
assistance. 22 and 24. 109 the address. 1726 East 
18th Street Terrace. Shots fired P.D.  Get me an 
ambulance. We've got shots fired.  We need a 1049, 1627 East 
18th Street Terrace ASAP.  We've got a man down. Copy 
104. P.D. advise the DCAS we've got probably chest wounds, 
sucking chest wounds, we do have a subject down shot.104. 
They're en route. We need more units here.  61, you're 
requesting more units? Is it 27th Terrace P.D. or 21st 
Terrace? East 18th Terrace.  1627 East 18th Terrace. Two 
1023.2:42.  122, if you can advise if we need to call people 
out from evenings. Stand by, P.D. Get us some units here, 
P.D. 109. 17 P.D.  We have one subject down. Units 
advise.  Is everyone in the house? 104.  Come in the house. 
Officers are 104.  17, do you need more assistance?  Not 
right now.  We will as soon as we get this situation under 
control. Four's 1023. 23 P.D.  I'm enroute also. 17 
P.D., notify L1, notify detectives. 104, L1 has been 
advised. 104.(TAPE OFF.) 
Q.  Turn it off.  Sergeant Harmon, did I also request you to  
establish various lapses of time between events on the tape?   
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  And did you do that by actually listening for the tape and just 
measuring the time between things?   
A.  I used the time measurement that is part of the tape  
recording device.  
Q. Okay.  So if you could tell us, please, how long was it from the 
time that the officers were dispatched, the initial radio call, 
until officer Bordman first arrived? 
A.  Five minutes and 27 seconds. 
Q.  And from the time that Officer Bordman arrived 



until he requested emergency traffic only, the 1033, did you 
time that as well?   
A.  I did.  It was one minute and 23 
seconds.   
Q.  And how long after Officer Bordman's arrival did 
Officer Phillips arrive?  
A.  One minute and 36 seconds. 
Q. And after that Sergeant Wheeler arrived.  How long was it after 
Officer Phillips arrived that Sergeant Wheeler arrived?  
A.  A minute and 24 seconds. 
Q.  And finally, how long was it from 
the time that the first officer, Officer Bordman, arrived until 
the first report on the tape of shots being fired? 
A.  Four minutes and 21 seconds. 
MR. FLORY: Dr. Moddrell, I have no other questions for the  
witness, if you or the jury care to inquire. 
DR. MODDRELL: Questions?  
JUROR ROBERTS: I have a question.  What is the L1? 
A.  L1 would be Chief Olin.  That's his radio designation. 
R. FLORY: Any other questions for Sergeant Harmon about the  
taping system or the transcript or anything he did in preparing  
it?  Thank you. Did you want to take a morning, brief morning break, 
Dr. 
Moddrell? 
DR. MODDRELL: Probably we should.  Maybe 10 
minutes.   
(THEREUPON, a recess was taken from 10:36 until 
10:44.) 
ORENE SEVIER, called as a witness, having been first 
duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: DIRECT 
EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Would you tell the jury what your name is, please? 
A.  My name is Orene Sevier. 
Q. Okay, thank you.  And I appreciate your speaking up.  The 
acoustics in here aren't very good.  Mrs. Sevier, where do you 
live? 
A.  I live at 1627 East 18th Terrace. 
Q.  And you are the mother of Gregg Sevier.  Is that correct?   
A.  I am the mother of Gregg Sevier. 
Q.  I need to ask you some questions about what happened  
on the early morning of April the 21st.  I know it will be  
difficult but I will try to ask the 
questions and if you have any questions you want to ask me, feel 
free to do that.   
A.  Where do you want me to begin? 
Q. Okay. 
A.  Like Saturday morning? 
Q.  Well, why don't we just talk about that evening. 
A.  That evening? 
Q.  You made a telephone call to the Police Department; is that 
correct? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Okay.  And would you just 
tell us, please, what led you to make that telephone call.  Why 
did you call VOICE: Jim, is she consenting to 
camera? 
Q.  Yes.  I think you indicated earlier when you were 



asked you didn't object to your photograph being taken.  Is that 
correct? 
A.  No. 
Q.  Okay.  You do not object? 
A.  I do not object. 
Q.  Okay, thank you.  Now, what led you on the 
early morning of April 21st to call the Police Department? 
A. In the beginning, early in the evening everything was 
normal. 
Q.  Okay. 
A.  I would say around 7:00 or maybe 
7:30 I was taking a nap.  Gregg came into the, my bedroom, and 
asked me if, if he thought this jacket was too heavy to wear 
out, and I told him, I said, Gregg, this jacket's fine, I said, 
will get pretty cold.  So he left the house and went back out 
and, oh, around 8:00 or 9:00 maybe reset of the kids, my 
daughter and her husband, grandchildren, came over,and soon 
after that Gregg and his girlfriend came over.  Everything was 
normal, everything was fine.  And then but when the kids come 
over I got up and Willie and Mark and Gregg and his girlfriend 
were all downstairs playing a dart game and  
Q.  Okay.  And Mrs. Sevier, just so we know everyone, Willie is your 
husband? 
A.  Willie is my husband. 
Q.  Mark is? 
A. Mark is my son-in-law, and Gregg is my son. 
Q.  And Rhonda's his girlfriend? 
A.  Rhonda is Gregg's girlfriend. 
Q.  They were all downstairs, then? 
A.  They were all downstairs.   
Rhonda was watching TV and the three guys were 
playing dart game.  So Julie and I were in the living room 
visiting and pretty soon Judy got up and she come in there 
and sit down and we were just all visiting.  Then eventually 
Julie went downstairs and I followed her down there.  Then I 
started my sewing.  Everything's normal.  And then around 10:30 
Mark and Julie decided to go home because she had to go to work 
early in the morning, so they left, and Judy had already gone 
back to bed.   
Q.  Okay.  Just, Julie is your daughter that's 
married to Mark and they left the house?   
A.  Right, to go back home. 
Q.  And Judy is also your daughter? 
A.  Judy is my oldest daughter. 
Q.  And she lives at the home there? 
A.  And she lives at home and she went on to bed. 
Q.  Okay. 
A.  Because she had to go to work Sunday. 
Q.  Okay. 
A.  And at that time I was getting ready 
to sew so I was switching my machine around underneath the light 
and getting everything ready, and at that time Willie and Gregg 
decided to go to West Coast, and Willie told Gregg to go out to 
the utility shed to bring the, a lamp so I could have more 
light, so Gregg did that.  So I went ahead and started sewing 
and, oh, uh excuse me.   
Q.  That's okay.  Do you want some 



water or are you okay? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Okay.  At some point 
that night later did Willie and Gregg return to the house? 
A. Well, I thought they had already left but pretty soon Willie 
come back downstairs and said, well, we getting ready to leave, 
and then he explained to me what had happened outside.  They 
were, Diane Amico's (phonetically) car ran out of gas so they 
were helping her get gas in the car and get them started, so, so 
they did all that.  Then the girls left and then Willie and 
Gregg went on to West Coast.   
Q.  Okay.  At some point then later did they come home? 
A.  Yes.  I don't know the exact 
time they come home, around maybe 1:00, 1:30, would say. 
Q. Okay.  Were you still downstairs sewing?   
A.  I was downstairs the whole time. 
Q.  And at some point then did your husband 
come down where you were sewing and indicate that there was a 
problem? 
A.  When they came into the house Willie was putting 
up the groceries and all that I heard was loud music coming from 
Gregg's room. 
Q.  Okay.  Did you talk to your husband, 
Willie, after that? 
A.  No.  Later on he come down there and 
he told me he was going to go to bed, said he's got the 
groceries put up, he's going to go to bed.  And then I told him. 
I say, well, I'm going to stay down here and sew a little 
longer.  And I heard the music going, though, and I thought, 
well, since he's going to bed, you know, he can deal with that. 
Q.  Okay.  What happened after that? 
A.  And soon little 
after that he come back downstairs and told me he opened Gregg's 
room and seen Gregg sitting on the edge of the bed with a knife, 
and at that moment I got concerned about Gregg, so I asked him, 
I said, What shall we do?  And he said, I don't know.  So we 
came upstairs and kind of, all kind of thoughts was going 
through my mind should I call my son-in-law, but then I thought, 
well, Julie has to go to work in the morning, I don't want to 
bother him, and, and I thought about another family but didn't 
know that they were out of town and so I told Willie, 
said, only thing I know to do is just call 911. 
Q.  Okay.  So then did you call or did he call or did you 
call? 
A.  I told him to go across the street and tell them 
people to call 911. 
Q.  Uhhuh. 
A.  So he, we went out on 
the porch and I watched him walking towards across the street 
and then I turned around and come back inside of the living 
room, and then I turned around and went back outside and then I 
seen Willie walking back and then I asked him, I said, Did you 
make your phone call?  And he said, No.  And I said, Well, I 
said, do you want me to call them?  He said, Call.  So I said, 
Well, I can go downstairs and call.  So I went down in the 
basement, called 911.  We discussed it before I even went 
downstairs, and I went downstairs and called 911.  There was no 



disturbance in the home, no problem.  I was mostly concerned for 
Gregg.   
Q.  And did you ask to have an officer come to the 
house? 
A.  Yes, I did.  I identified myself and I just asked 
to send an officer over, to come over to the house to talk to 
Gregg.   
Q.  And did an officer arrive? 
A.  After I hung 
up the phone the dispatcher asked me what is your phone number? 
I gave my phone number.  What is your address?  And I gave the 
address.   
Q.  And so an officer did get there 
eventually? 
A.  The officer we went back outside, I went back 
outside, stood on the porch, and Willie was halfway down the 
driveway so we'd seen the cop drive, coming in from the east 
side.  
Q.  Uhhuh. 
A.  And he drove in, he shined a 
spotlight on the house, then he switched it off, then he pulled 
in the driveway, backed up, and then parallel parked on the 
street, and I watched him get out of the car and as he was 
walking up the driveway he came up to Willie and I heard Willie 
talking.  I don't know what he said but, but he continued 
walking.  Then when he got up to the porch, then I started 
talking to him.  I was going to explain to him Gregg, I said, 
Gregg is in his room.  I was not through talking to him to 
explain to him the situation and I was wanting to let him know 
that Gregg had been drinking, but he continued walking, went 
through the front door and I followed him and then Willie 
followed me in there.  Then when he got to the hallway all he 
said was, Which bedroom?  And so we both told him it's the 
second door on the left.   
Q.  Uhhuh.  What did the officer 
A.  That is the only communication. 
Q.  What did the 
officer do then? 
A.  At that time the officer tried to open 
the door but it was locked, and at that time I heard Willie say, 
I can get a toothpick, unlock it.  
Q.  And did he do 
that? 
A.  That, he, Willie got the toothpick and I thought 
Willie unlocked it, I mean unlocked the door, but then the 
officer turned the knob, turned the knob, then he used his night 
stick to push the door slowly, and at that time he had his gun 
drawn. 
Q.  He already had his gun drawn? 
A.  He had already had drawn his gun, night stick, he used his night 
stick 
to open the door. 
Q.  Okay.  What happened after that? 
A.  When he opened the door I could not see Gregg and all I can hear 
is the officer hollering, show your hand, show your hand.   
Q. And there was only one officer there at that point? 
A.  That was, there was one officer at that time. 



Q.  Okay.  Now, did another officer arrive after that? 
A.  Another officer arrived at that time. 
Q.  And would you just describe I know 
it's difficult but as best you can just tell us what 
happened then after the second officer was there.  
A.  Okay. When the second officer came he told us to get out of the 
way, 
get out of the hallway, and at that time I went back into the 
kitchen, I went back into the kitchen and I was just walking in 
circles, and I think Willie, my husband, went towards the living 
room and he was standing in the doorway watching.  When I went 
into the kitchen I walked around and come back towards the 
hallway and I seen the one officer, his gun drawn.   
Q.  Is that the first officer that was there?  
A.  I cannot say whether it was the first or second. 
Q.  Okay. 
A.  I would say it be the second. 
Q.  And where was he located?  In the hallway? 
A.  He was located in the hallway and I could see 
Gregg standing there. 
Q.  Okay.  You could see or couldn't? 
A.  When I was, when I come in from the kitchen I 
start walking towards Willie, where he was standing in the 
doorway there, and I could see Gregg.  The officer was standing 
back, he wasn't close to Gregg, he was standing back, and as I 
walked around I glanced over there and I could see Gregg 
standing.  
Q.  Okay.  Did Gregg have a knife at that point? 
A.  At that time I seen his hand with a knife at his 
waist. 
Q.  Now, what happened then?  What did the officers 
do?  Did they say anything to Gregg? 
A.  All they said to 
Gregg was, drop the knife, drop the knife.  There was no kind of 
communication to talk to Greg.  Can I go back a little bit here? 
Q.  Sure. 
A.  When the, oh, when the officer opened the 
door to the bedroom with his night stick and Gregg seen who it 
was, then Gregg said, I didn't do anything.  And the officer did 
not respond to his question.  He did not say anything. 
Q. Did the officer ever tell him that he wanted to talk to 
him? 
A.  He did not say, I want to talk to you, he did not 
say anything. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, after you saw Gregg it might be 
easier, we have a diagram, might help describe this a little 
bit.  Okay, now just to try to get our bearings straight, this 
is north toward the top.  Here's the front door.   
A.  I can't follow diagram very good. 
Q.  Okay.  Well, we'll work on it 
and see if we can't get it figured out.  This is the front door 
coming into the house.  Here's the living room, kitchen, the 
hallway going down.  Now it's my understanding that this is 
Judy's room? 
A.  Right. 
Q.  And this is Gregg's room? 
A.  Right. 



Q.  And this is your room? 
A.  Right. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, when you first saw Gregg where were 
you located?  If you could just point.  You have to make sure 
that the jury can see you. 
A.  Willie was standing right here 
watching. 
Q.  In this doorway? 
A.  Watching, right.  And I 
was in this area.  When I seen, when I started walking here to 
Willie in the doorway the policeman was standing in this area, I 
could see where Gregg was standing right here. 
Q.  Okay, Gregg was right in here?   
A.  Right in this area. 
Q.  Okay. One officer was right here, this area right here? 
A.  In this area. 
Q.  Do you know where the other officer was? 
A.  I did not see the other officer. 
Q.  Okay. Now, and you can take your seat again. 
A.  I also want to say that what I seen I could do a lot better  
if people are standing in the position I seen or the officer was 
standing, where Gregg was standing, and where I was at, so I 
would like for the jury to come over to the house and I can 
follow through.  
Q.  And the coroner's going to ask that question alter, we understand 
that.  Now, after you saw Gregg at the end of the hall and the 
officer in the hallway and the other officer you didn't see, 
would you just tell us in your own words what happened 
then? 
A.  At that point I heard Gregg say, Mom, I love you; 
Mom, I love you.  And then I hollered back, Gregg, I love you, 
too. 
Q.  Do you know why Gregg was saying, Mom, I love you ? 
Do you have any idea at that point?   
A.  I cannot say what 
Gregg meant.  I did not see any kind of movement.  Next thing I 
know, knew, I heard two or three shots. 
Q.  Now, where were you looking when the shots were fired? 
A.  When I said, I love you, I was looking at Gregg.  I don't  
know whether I don't know. 
Q.  Okay.  Were you looking at Gregg when the policemen 
actually fired their guns? 
A.  I can't say.   
Q.  I understand.  Now, that night, after that happened, you came down 
to the Police Department or to the law enforcement center; its 
that right? 
A.  Right. 
Q.  And you talked to an officer 
and wrote out a statement.  Is that right? 
A.  I also want to stress that when the officers came to the  
house there were I did not hear any kind of communication 
between officer and Gregg or the two officers.  There were no 
kind of communication. 
Q. You mean talking back and forth?  
A.  Talking back and 
forth. 
Q.  Did you ever hear the officers tell Gregg to put 



the knife down? 
A.  I did hear the officer barking.  They 
didn't they ordered, barking, drop the knife, drop the knife. 
Also the officer did not know if there was anybody else in the 
house.  There were two doors closed on the left side of the 
hallway and he did not stop, question if there was anybody in 
the other bedroom or anybody else.  
Q.  Judy was in that one bedroom?  
A.  Judy was in that one bedroom and she heard the 
officer telling Gregg, Drop the knife.  Then she had moved down 
to the foot of the bed, was laying there listening. 
Q.  Now, Mrs.   
A.  Later we found out a gunshot had gone through his 
her door into the hall closet, missing her by 14 or 12 
inches. 
Q.  Mrs. Sevier, was Gregg depressed that night?  Was 
he down? 
A.  To me he was not.  He was just the normal 
Gregg. 
Q.  Had he had any problems with his girlfriend that 
you know of?  
A.  I did not know. 
Q.  And when you were 
down at the station did you write out a statement trying to say 
what happened as best you could remember? 
A.  The best I could remember.(THEREUPON, Exhibit 2 was marked for 
identification). 
Q.  I'd like you just to glance at this and 
tell me, if you would, if that looks like the statement that you 
wrote that night? 
A.  Yes.  EXHIBIT 2 
 
APR 26 1991.  NO. 1 DOUGLAS COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER. 
LAWRENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT FORM Case No. 914460 
NAME: Orene Sevier I did not know anything going on 
or what was happening upstairs.  (I was downstairs sewing).  All 
I knew music was playing loud from Gregg's room and I thought my 
husband could deal with that since he was going to 
bed. Next thing I knew he came downstairs to tell me Gregg 
had a knife in his hand when he unlocked the door & looked in. 
At that point we really didn't know what to do so we both agree 
to call 911 for help.  I asked for an officer to come over and 
so he could check on Gregg, thinking maybe they could talk to 
him.  When one officer came first I explain to him the 
situation.  The bedroom door was locked so Willie unlocked it 
with a tooth-pick at that time.  When he was talking to Gregg 
another officer arrived and Gregg was standing in front of 
doorway with the knife.  Officer told Willie & I to get out of 
hallway so I went into kitchen as I looked from around the 
corner I could see Gregg and the Police.  Gregg wouldn't give up 
the knife & officer had guns drawn.  I told Willie to talk to 
Gregg but officer kept telling us stay back.  Gregg did talk. 
Mom, I love you.  Next thing I knew I heard shots, maybe 3 or 2 
and Gregg was lying on the floor in Master bedroom.   
 
More Police arrived and we were told to stay in L. R. 
Ambulance arrived and the Paramedics came.  They worked on  



 
I was talking to my daughter on phone to let her know Gregg 
was hurt.  Next thing I heard someone say he's gone. 
When Gregg said, Mom, I love you in that instant I thought he was 
going to try to get himself hurt or go through the 
motion.  
WITNESS: Det. Susan Hall L21 /s/Orene Sevier 
END OF ORENE SEVIER'S STATEMENT 
THIS INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS TO USE AND DISSEMINATION... 
Q.  I mean, it's a photocopy, but  
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Okay.  And that's your signature on the back page? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  When Gregg was in the room the butcher knife were you  
concerned about him possibly hurting himself? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Because one time before he had tried to hurt himself; is 
that right?  
A.  When he was a juvenile.   
Q.  When he was younger? 
A.  (Witness nods head).   
Q.  Do you remember talking to the officers that 
night and telling them that you thought Gregg was trying to make 
them hurt him? 
A.  No. 
Q.  You don't think, you don't remember saying that? 
A.  No. 
Q.  Did you think that at the time, that when he said, Mom,  
I love you, he was trying to force the officers to hurt him? 
A.  I felt like at that time, that Gregg probably felt he had  
no chance, he had no chance, two guns pointed at him,  
no matter if he moved his hand or took a step, at that time  
I think Gregg felt he was being cornered, 
because there was no kind of communication except policemen 
barking at him. 
MR. FLORY: Okay.  Mrs. Sevier, I don't 
have any other questions to ask you, but I think, as you've 
probably been told, in this proceeding the jury can ask you 
questions or the coroner can ask you questions, so I have 
finished asking what I had to ask and they are free to ask 
anything they wish to ask.  Are there any questions from the 
jury panel?   
JUROR KRING: I do.  You stated that you heard the 
officer telling Gregg to show his hands.  Also you stated that 
Gregg said, I didn't do anything.  I'm not real clear in what 
order this transpired. 
A.  The minute the door was open with 
the night stick, I don't know where Gregg, I can't say whether 
Gregg was sitting down or standing up, I imagine Gregg, when he 
looked up and seen an officer there with a gun pointed at him, 
he said, I didn't do anything.  And the officer did not make any 
kind of communication to talk to Gregg.  All he said was, Show 
your hand.  
JUROR KRING: Okay.  So that was after he had told 
him, Greg had said, I didn't do anything? 
A.  Right. 
JUROR KRING: Okay. 



MR. FLORY: Any other questions? 
JUROR BARBUSH: Did you or your husband talk to Gregg between the time 
that your husband saw Gregg in this room with the knife and the 
time that the officers arrived? 
A.  No, we did not attempt to talk to him.   
We thought about it but we thought that somebody 
else could deal with the situation.   
JUROR KRING: Did you not try to talk to Gregg because you had 
some fear  
A. No. 
UROR KRING: of talking with him? 
A.  No. 
JUROR VANSAUN: I had a couple of questions.  You said that 
there was no communication between the officers and Gregg except 
for what you mentioned, but did I hear you correctly there was 
no communication between the two officers or  
A.  I did not hear any communication between the officer.  When the 
officer, second officer came into the hallway he automatically drew his 
gun. 
JUROR VANSAUN: And you didn't see any update of the second officer by 
the first officer? 
A.  I did not see the first officer. 
JUROR VANSAUN: Or hear any my other question is, I lost track of 
some people.  The, Gregg's girlfriend, she was at the home when  
the family was all together 
and then did she I didn't know when she left or if she did 
leave.   
A.  They left, she left about the same time Willie and 
Gregg left the house. 
JUROR VANSAUN: But she didn't leave 
with them? 
A.  She and her girlfriend left together. 
JUROR VANSAUN: But did she leave with Gregg? 
A.  No.  
JUROR VANSAUN: Okay, that's fine. 
DR. MODDRELL: Mrs. Sevier, is there anything that  
you feel that the jury needs to know that you were not given  
an opportunity to speak to Mr. Flory about?   
A.  I feel like there was nothing done to 
prevent the situation.  Also we were not told, after Gregg was 
shot, after he was down, we were not allowed to see Gregg.  All 
this time I was calm, because I thought they would not shoot to 
kill.  Even after Gregg was down I did not get overly excited 
because I was thinking they shot him in the arm, in the leg.  My 
husband got excited and went down on his knees, was trying to 
get to Gregg, and at that time I think a third, or I don't know 
how many officers were in the hallway, and I was helping the 
officer calm Willie down, because I wasn't I was I thought Gregg 
was just wounded, so even after Gregg was dead we were not 
allowed to see him and he had been, I gathered he was dead 
immediately and we were not told I would say until 30 minutes 
later.  And immediately when I heard somebody say, He's dead, 
that's when I went to pieces, and I told the cops, You didn't 
have to shoot to kill, you didn't have to shoot to kill. 
MR. FLORY: Did you have anything else, Mrs. Sevier? 
A. Huh? 
 



MR. FLORY: Did you have anything else you wanted to say? 
A.  When I go back and think of all the incidents, I 
think our rights have been violated.  We were not told 
anything. 
MR. FLORY: You're referring to your rights; is 
that right?   
A.  My rights, Gregg's rights. 
MR. FLORY: Anything else?   
A.  After they told us Gregg was dead, much 
later, they took the three of us down to the police station and 
that's when they told us they separated us, then we had to try 
to tell what happened, what we seen.  Then we had to write down 
what we seen.  We were not advised to get an attorney, whatever. 
We were not advised of our rights whatsoever. 
MR. FLORY: Okay.  anything further? 
A.  Not right now.  
MR. FLORY: Okay.  You can step down.  Thank you.  Call Willie 
Sevier. WILLIE ALLEN SEVIER, called as a witness, having been first 
duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Morning, Mr. Sevier. 
A. Morning. 
Q.  Could you please tell us your full name 
for the record? 
A.  Willie Allen Sevier. 
Q.  Where do you live, sir? 
A.  1627 East 18th Terrace in Lawrence, Kansas. 
Q.  And you are the father of Gregg Sevier; is that 
correct?  
A.  That is true. 
Q.  And what I wanted to ask you about was ask questions about  
the early morning of April 21st.  That morning your wife called  
the Police Department. Were you aware of that? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  And could you just tell the jury, if you would, please,  
what led up to here calling the Police Department that evening. 
In other words, why was the call made to the police? 
A.  Okay, if I may I'd like to start 
with, I work 3:00 to midnight at Haskell so normally I stay up 
late.  I don't go to bed right after I get off at midnight so I 
keep late, or bed 3:00 o'clock, 4:00 o'clock in the morning, so 
I'm used to staying up those hours and that's when we get up 
later, around noon Saturday morning, which is normal for us, and 
my wife was going to cook breakfast and she asked, I asked well, 
at that time Gregg was up and he was walking around getting 
ready and I asked if he was going to eat breakfast so we know 
how much to cook for.  His girlfriend was there and he said, No, 
dad, I'm not going to eat breakfast, he said, I'm going out to 
my friend's, and they had alumni game at Haskell so I just 
suppose that's where he was going.  He didn't say.  So then 
after that my wife and I ate breakfast, then she had some oh, 
she hadn't she had run out of her medication, which she takes 
daily.  She said, I'm not feeling good; let's go get my 
medication.  So we called up Round Corner, where she gets it, 
and said we'll be able to pick it up later in the day.  Then 
after we finished eating breakfast we went and picked up her 
medication.  She said let's go to my daughter's; let's go to the 



kids.  We call them the kids, my daughter and her husband, Mark. 
Said, Let's go see the kids, I'm going to pick up Sara's outfit. 
She was making her another one similar to that.  She wanted to 
use it as a pattern.  So we went over there and visited with 
them.  Then she said well, on the way back, we were almost out 
of pop, let's stop and get some pop.  So we stopped and got a 
case of pop and went back home.  We stayed home she, I asked her 
if she wanted to go to the ball game.  She said, I'm not feeling 
well.  I'm going to take my medication and go to bed.  So I 
decided not to go, too.  I said, well, I don't get to watch much 
TV, the hours I work, so I went in the basement and watched TV. 
Q.  During the evening hours of that day, Mr. Sevier, did 
Julie and Mark come over to the house? 
A.  They did.  I was watching TV, it had to be after 8:30 or  
so because they asked when they came down to the basement  
I was watching TV and they asked, dad, or Mark, or one of  
them said, let's play pool, because I have a pool table in  
the basement.  And my reply was, I don't get to watch TV that  
much, I'm watching a movie, I'll 
play after the movie goes off at 10:00 o'clock.  Then I also had 
lottery ticket numbers and I said I want to check my numbers for 
the Lotto America.  So right after the movie went off we 
decided, or I, I said, or maybe one of them made the reply, 
well, hey, let's play darts then, instead of shooting pool.  So 
that's what we started doing.  We played darts a lot, at Mark's, 
the kids' place, and ours also.  We got a little dart board for 
Christmas this past year.  
Q.  Who was playing darts downstairs? 
A.  Gregg, Mark, and myself.  And my daughter 
came downstairs and she told Mark, she said, We better 
get ready to go home, I have to go to work at 5:00 o'clock in 
the morning.  So I believe it was around a quarter till 11:00 
when they left to go home, so after they left Gregg said, Dad, 
let's go shoot pool.   
Q.  Did you and Gregg eventually do that? 
A.  Gregg, when he wanted to talk to me he, that was 
his way of letting me know he had something to say to me. 
Q. Okay.  So the two of you went to play pool.  Now Rhonda and 
Diane were also at the house briefly.  Is that right? 
A. Yes. 
Q.  And you helped them get gas to get Diane's car 
going?   
A.  They, Rhonda's friend came by to pick up her and I 
just presumed she was taking her back to the dorm at Haskell.  I 
did not but it was just Gregg and I leaving together.  Well, 
when Diane came to pick up Rhonda they went and got in their 
car, her, Diane's, car, and her car wouldn't start, so we messed 
around and messed around with it and couldn't get it started. 
They asked if I had a gas can.  I said, Yes, but it has regular 
gas in it for the lawn mower and all my other gas cans has oil 
in it for the Weed Eater and the chain saw, so I said, We can't 
use that gas.  So I asked her if her dad had a gas can, and they 
live on East 19th Street.  I said, Well, we can just go by your 
place and pick up a gas can, so that's what we did.  We, all 
four of us got in the Suburban and we stopped by Diane's house, 
got a gas can, then we went to the EZ Shop, which is the closest 
place, at 19th and Haskell, and I remember Diane coming back, 



making a remark about filling station deal, guy, said, You 
putting a dollar's worth of gas in that big thing?  Said, No, 
this is for my car, I run out of gas, it's not for that car 
we're in.  So we got it, we went back, we put the gas in her 
car, and it still wouldn't start.  At that time we I said well, 
our driveway's real steep; said, Let's push your car back into 
our driveway and that way that will allow the gas to flow 
through the gas lines to get to the carburetor.  So we pushed it 
back.  Diane tried to start it again and I kept, I said, well, 
just pump, pump your gas pedal to get the gas in it.  At that 
time then it started.  After that they, we all said our 
good-byes, they left, and Gregg and I proceeded to go to the West 
Coast to shoot pool.  
Q.  Rhonda show up at the West Coast 
after you'd been there for awhile? 
A.  Later.  But this, on the way from our home to the West  
Coast it approximately takes us I'm guessing five minutes.   
But anyway, on the way Gregg said, Dad, he said, I guess you  
noticed Rhonda and I've been cooling it for the last two weeks. 
I said, Well, Gregg, not especially, because I hadn't seen any  
less of her, she's always at the house, they're always together, 
and I said, I've never noticed anything that, to the effect  
that you were having problems.  Then he told me he was,  
I guess they were in a conversation and at one time or  
another, well, Gregg just finally, told me he finally pulled  
out his billfold and he said, I only have your number.   
And he was speaking of the dorm at Haskell.  But then when  
he pulled it out, then he seen, he said there was another 
number, so I guess he hurriedly closed it, put 
the number back in his billfold.  And I guess Rhonda then, I 
don't know if she noticed it or what but she just, Gregg said 
she kept demanding that he see, she see the phone number.  So 
Gregg went ahead and pulled it out and showed her the there was 
two phone numbers on the paper.  So Rhonda immediately 
recognized the phone number as the one in the hall, which is the 
girls' dorms at Haskell, another dorm besides the one she stays 
in, so she started questioning why do you have another, why do 
you have one on the hall's phone number, and he explained to 
her, he said, I have a friend there.  This girl also has a 
boyfriend, she knows I'm going with you, and we're just friends 
and occasionally we talk over the phone.  We have never met, we 
just talk over the phone; we're friends.  And Gregg said that 
was basically where their problems started from.  So I 
talked to Gregg.  I said, Well, Gregg, I don't know what you 
want, if you want to continue seeing her or patch things, I 
said, I don't know what your problems are, I mean you've told me 
this, but I said, talk, if you're going to keep going with her, 
you both sit down and talk it out and whatever, work your 
problems out, if that's what you want.  I said, It's your life. 
You have to live and whatever you want, it's not me, not what I 
want, it's what you want because it's your life.  I said, All 
you can, you know, I can help you, talk to you, advise you 
whenever you ask or whatever, but the final decision will be 
your and, yours and Rhonda's, what you decide.  And by that time 
we were getting, getting close to West Coast, so we, we went in 
and soon as we went in I seen some of our friends there that we 
go, one of the boys that I've known for years, I've watched him 



grow up, we seen Tony Posto (phonetically), I seen John, oh, I 
can't even think of his last name now, but anyway, he was on the 
first table, this is where we put our quarters at, and Tony 
said, You don't want to put your quarters up here.  And I said, 
Why, don't you want to play?  You don't want to play us, you 
afraid you can't beat us, or some we started just kidding back 
and forth.  Well, in the meantime I ordered a pitcher of beer, 
set it, took it over there to my table, and we were just 
visiting and we probably had two games ahead of us before we got 
the pool table, because whoever put their quarters up first, 
that's who's next.  They have them numbered approximately one 
through eight on the pool table and where we put our quarter 
was, there was two ahead of us.  So we just visited around till 
our time to shoot.   
Q.  How long do you think it was before 
you left, or what time was it, approximately, when you left the 
West Coast? 
A.  When we left? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  It had to be early, because well, before then, before we left West 
Coast 
Rhonda came in.  Now I don't know what time she came in but she 
was there and Gregg and her went and were talking in the booth 
and they talked and talked, then I then during this time it was 
our game on the pool table.  We play, we always play partners, 
and I say, Hey Gregg, it's your shot, he'd jump right up, he'd 
shoot, and we just kept or, whenever, you rotate when you're 
playing partners.  So every time he would finish shooting, well, 
why, he'd go back and sit and visit with Rhonda, so they were 
talking.  So we left.  In fact, I didn't have much money with 
me.  I but I did have a blank check because I knew we was going 
to go to the grocery store and get groceries after we left, so I 
went to we left the West Coast and I went to Food 4 Less 
shopping.  When Rhonda went with, just, just the three of us 
went, Gregg always had set in the front seat with me and Rhonda 
always set in the back.  However, this time, when we left, they 
both set in the back seat together.  When I got to the store I 
asked if they wanted to go in.  They said, no, we'll wait for 
you.  Said, Dad, we'll just wait in the car.  So I went on in 
and did all my shopping.  I don't know why but I never keep my 
grocery tickets, but this particular time I did, and when we 
left Food 4 Less I still have that ticket, I will always keep 
it, the time was 1:09 when we left Food 4 Less.   
Q.  Okay. There you dropped Rhonda off back out at campus? 
A.  At campus.  We drove by, dropped her off, and I know it took, it 
took them five minutes to say their good-byes.  They were hugging 
and everything.  I just, I just waited because I was parked 
right in front and they said, but they were talking.  ``Q.  On 
the drive home or after you got home did Gregg indicate  
A. Pardon? 
Q.  I say on the drive home or after you got home did 
Gregg indicate any further problems or concerns he had 
with their relationship? 
A.  When we got back in the car, or 
Gregg got back into the car he did not say one word to me and I 
did not say a word.  I was waiting for him to, if he had 
anything to say, I was waiting for him to tell me, because I 



thought whatever they discussed while they were saying their 
good-byes, but it's only about a three minute drive from Haskell 
campus to my house and he did not say one word and I did not 
either.   
Q.  Okay.  After you got home would you just tell us 
what happened then or what you did. 
A.  Okay.  I, I start putting up all the groceries and during 
that time I heard his stereo come on so I just kept on putting 
up all the groceries. 
Then after I did that, I didn't see my wife I went maybe I went 
downstairs to see where she was and she was sewing so I just 
explained to her we're home and I just said, I'm tired, I think 
I'll go to bed.  So I went upstairs and got ready and went to 
bed, but then during this time the music was so loud I laid 
there and I said, well, I know my daughter has to go to work in 
the morning, which would have been overtime, I knew my wife was 
downstairs sewing.  I said, well, he's and I couldn't sleep. 
And I said, I'll go and try to tell him to turn his music down, 
and so I got up out of bed, which my bed runs directly across 
the hall from his, so I went and I knocked, knocked and knocked 
on the door, saying, Gregg, Gregg, turn your music down, turn 
your music down, and I figured he couldn't hear me because of 
his loud music and I respected his privacy and that's why I 
knocked on his door first, we just never go open a door and rush 
into the kids' rooms, we always knock.  So at that time then, 
when he didn't answer the door, I tried to open the door and his 
room was locked, so I went back in the kitchen and got a 
toothpick.  We have the type of locks on our bedroom doors, 
little hole in the center of the doorknob.  I unlocked Gregg's 
door and opened it, and when I did Gregg was sitting on the edge 
of his bed and he had a knife in his hand, his right hand.  He 
was sitting there, he, with his head down, and when I opened the 
door he, he seen it was me and he just stood straight up with 
both hands down beside him.  Gregg didn't say anything and I 
didn't either.  
Q.  So neither one you didn't have any 
conversation at that point, then? 
A.  No.  But he had both hands to his side.   
I, I just slowly closed the door and I 
didn't I just went back down the hallway, went out and sat on 
the front porch.  I walked around the yard trying to decide what 
to do or what to say, what should I do next.  I had a it was 
cool that morning, and like I say, I was already in bed so I 
just had a pair of shorts on, which I sleep in, and I had to be 
out there five minutes or longer deciding.  So I went down in 
the basement where my wife was still sewing and I told her about 
Gregg, what I had seen, and her first reaction was, oh, my God. 
We talked to decide what we should do.   
Q.  Who eventually made the call to the Police Department, Mr. 
Sevier?  
A. Finally we, my wife and I both decided to call 911, which is 
supposed to help.  By that time we were upstairs and she said, 
Go to the neighbor's house and call.  I went out.  I went in the 
driveway.  I walked all the way down to the driveway, I started 
to go across the street, but I didn't want to disturb our 
neighbors at that hour of the morning.  I was cold.  I don't 
know how long I stayed out there but she came out and she said, 



Did you make the call?  I said, No.  I said, I just pray Gregg 
might see me, looking out his window, going across the street 
and calling.  She said, His windows is closed, his shades are 
pulled, his curtain is closed.  So I said, You go down in the 
basement and make the call to 911.  So at that time she went to 
make her call, and as she was going down the stairs I told her, 
I said, Babe, tell them to don't use the siren, because 
we didn't figure it was that serious.  She said, don't use the 
siren.  So she went to the basement, made the call.  I do not 
know what she said on the phone because I stayed upstairs 
waiting to go outside to wait for the officer.  During that 
time, after she'd made her call, she said, It's cold.  I went 
she went to my bedroom, got my clothes, because she, like I 
said, my bedroom is directly straight across from Gregg's.  She 
went to my bedroom and got my clothes and shoes for me to put on 
to go outside to wait for the officer to come.  The officer came 
from the east.  We had our porch light on but he was shining his 
light to find the house number, so our home is, there is a 
vacant lot directly on that corner, then our house or our home 
is adjacent to the vacant lot, so he went, he drove down the 
street a little further and turned around and parked just past 
our driveway facing east.  I was on the west, I was on the west 
side, our Suburban was parked south, I was on the I seen him 
going on down and he had to come back so I walked around that 
way and I, so I, I was on that side of the Suburban when he 
went, he pulled up.  He got out and I had to go all the way back 
around the Suburban to follow him and I was trying to, I was 
wanting to explain the situation, during which time he kept 
walking.  My wife was on the porch of the house.  She was, was 
making an attempt to talk to the officer.  He walked by he never 
did identify himself as a police officer to us.  He did not ask 
the circumstances why he was called.  He merely rushed by my 
wife, he opened the front door, and my wife followed him in. 
went in after her, and he, the officer said, Which room is he 
in?  I said, all the way down to the, all the way down to the 
hall on the left.  At that time the officer walked to Gregg's 
door.  He tried to open it and it was locked.  He turned around 
and he told me, It's locked.  I said, I'll go get a toothpick, 
so we could unlock it.  The officer looked at me and replied 
with a puzzled look on his face, he said, A toothpick?  And I 
said, Yes.  And I explained the type of a lock we had on the 
door.  So I went into the kitchen, got a toothpick, which I gave 
to him.  He took his flashlight in his left hand, he was holding 
it up to see the hole in the doorknob to unlock the door.  He 
unlocked the door.  Then he, when he, he unlocked it, then he 
twisted the door, opened the door, then when he, after that he 
took his night stick and pushed the door open with his nigh 
stick and he stepped back.  Then I was standing close at that 
time, after he pushed the door open.  I did not see my son, 
Gregg, but I heard him say, I did not do anything, I did not do 
anything.  Then the next words I heard and seen was the officer 
had pulled his gun, he had both hands on his gun holding 'em, 
said, Partner, show both hands, show both hands, show both 
hands.  That's all he kept replying.  At no time did he say, 
Hey, what's your problem?  Let's talk about it.  Like I say, we 
had a lot of confidence in 911.  We thought they could disarm 
him.  After the officer drew his gun, then he told my wife and I 



to step back, step back.  So he was more or less backing up and 
telling us to get back, but then he was hollering, Show both 
hands, show both hands.  Immediately after that the second 
officer came.  He went by me, he went by the officer in the 
hallway holding the gun, he went into my bedroom, which is 
directly straight across from Gregg's bedroom, and all I could 
see of the second officer, he had his gun holding it with both 
hands and all I could see of him is from here out (indicating), 
because he was in my bedroom.  At that time they both were 
hollering, Drop the knife, drop the knife.   
Q.  While they were hollering, Drop the knife, did you see Gregg at 
that 
point? 
A.  Not at that time, because the officer in the 
hallway was blocking my view. 
Q.  Did you ever see him step out or visible to you? 
A.  No, no. 
Q.  So you don't know whether he had a knife or not? 
A.  I did not ever see the knife, except when I first opened the door 
to his 
bedroom. 
Q.  Before the policemen came, I mean the first time 
you went into the room, is that  
A.  Pardon? 
Q.  I say, that would be before the police officers were called 
even?  
A. Right, right, right.  That's the only time I ever saw the knife. 
Q.  Were you actually present when the shots were fired, 
sir? 
A.  I was right there in the hallway. 
Q.  Where were you looking at the time? 
A.  The second, when the second 
officer came, why then, like I say, he came by, then that's all 
I seen of his (indicating), from here out, Drop the knife, drop 
the knife.  At one time there Gregg said, Shoot, then, shoot. 
But I didn't see him.  So he had to be way back from the bed, in 
the bedroom. 
Q.  So when Gregg said, Shoot, you couldn't see 
Gregg?  
A.  Then, then the officers were blocking my view in 
the hall so I never seen Gregg. 
Q.  Then, then the officers 
were blocking my view in the hall so I never seen Gregg. 
Q. Okay. 
A.  So he had to be way back in his bedroom when he 
said this.  Then shortly after Gregg said, Mom, I love you.  His 
mother was behind me, I don't know where.  She said, Gregg, I 
love you, too.  Well, when Gregg hollered, Mom, I love you, I 
looked over my left shoulder to see where she was, and that's 
when I heard the fire, the shots ring out.  After the shots were 
fired I immediately went to my hands and knees in the hall 
trying to get to Gregg.  I said, No, no, no, you didn't have to 
shoot him.  I was trying to get to him.  All I could see was 
below his knees in the hallway.  I was saying, You didn't have 
to shoot him, you didn't have to shoot him.  I was on my hands 
and knees trying to bet past the officers to him, and they said, 
You can't come back here, you can't come back here.  I heard my 



wife saying, Is he breathing?  Is he breathing?  They were 
saying, Yes, yes, he's breathing.  But during that time I was 
still trying, I was, I was pushing two of them back, the 
officers backwards and they were hollering for help, He's 
strong.  While I was on my hands and knees in the hall trying to 
get back to Gregg, I said, He's down, he's down, he's not going 
to hurt anyone, let me see him.  During that time I seen two 
shell casings in the hallway.  I started hollering, No.  I 
picked one up, just threw it against the wall.  
Q.  Mr. Sevier, would you  
A.  They kept telling us that Gregg was 
breathing, so my wife even was helping comfort me.  I ended up 
going they took me to the living room, set down in the rocker. 
All during this time they were saying Gregg was still breathing, 
help is on the way.  While I was still in the living room chair 
I was looking around and finally said, well, maybe you need to 
bet some fresh air, or maybe I need some fresh air, so while I 
was sitting there I looked, I seen the reflection on our storm 
door, screen, ambulance cart there, and my wife was saying, 
What's taking so long, what's taking so long?  Why don't you 
load it, load him up and take him in?  And they said, Well, 
we're stabilizing him, we're stabilizing him, we're stabilizing 
him.  So that's why she was so confident that he was going to be 
okay, he was just wounded.  I went out on the porch and I seen 
the ambulance sitting at the curb, I don't know how many police 
cars were there.  I did see a Douglas County police car parked 
across the street.  I don't know how much time later it 
was, we were, I was out on the porch and I seen the, I seen the 
ambulance pull away from the curb.  I went back inside, I said, 
Babe, I said, the ambulance is leaving.  He's dead.  And they, I 
don't know who replied, said, There's another one on its way.  I 
said, Why would one leave and one, why would it leave and 
another one come?  So I came back in the hallway, in the 
kitchen.  My wife was on the phone.  I didn't know who she was 
talking to, but when you come to the house you can see all the, 
the layout and have a better perspective of everything, where 
everyone was, the rooms, the phones, everything, and I told, I 
told her, I said, babe, the ambulance is leaving.  He's dead. 
At that time an officer came down the hall and he nodded his 
head and he said, Yes, he is dead.  And at that time my wife 
just hung up the phone and I had to control her then. I don't 
know how much longer we were at the house.  It, when I came into 
the kitchen to, when my wife was on the phone, there is a clock 
on the west wall and it was 12 minutes after 3:00 and I told 
her, after that I don't know, I mean I don't know how long we 
stayed at the home.  Then they all, the detectives, just rushed 
us to the police headquarters or police station.  Once we got to 
the police station they divided each one of us up.  They were, 
we were all interviewed by separate detectives.  They questioned 
us, they questioned us.  During the questioning me they wanted 
to search our home.  They said if you don't give us the 
authority to, well, they would go through proper channels to go 
ahead and get them to search our home.  I told him I didn't have 
anything to hide, I didn't know, I've never been arrested for 
anything so I didn't know all the legal deals of the law, so 
this is one of my reasons was I said, I don't have anything to 
hide, you're welcome to search my home, because they said they 



could do it anyway.  But then they, after they interviewed all 
of us, or me, actually, then they wanted me to write down my 
side or what, everything that happened.  How can anyone remember 
every little detail just shortly after you're told, you have 
been told your son was dead?  After we all three my daughter, my 
wife, and myself finished with our statements they said we 
couldn't go home.  I asked why.  they said this is normal police 
procedure.  Well, after that length of time, thinking back, I 
gave them the authority to search our house, so I knew why we 
couldn't go back.  We didn't leave the police station, it had to 
be 6:30 that morning.  They asked us where we wanted to go 
because we couldn't go home, so we went to the kids' house.  We 
told them where they lived.  We stayed there.  But the, but 
before we left our house, after we found out that Gregg was 
dead, I have a real good friend that lives in Morris, Oklahoma, 
and his wife.  We called them and told them what had happened. 
After we got to the kids' house, then we just, my daughter 
Julie, she stayed home, because they have two little ones.  I 
know my son-in-law came to the house, and I don't know what time 
he came but I know I seen him there, so he, at one time at home 
I know, I know he was trying to call my daughter and explain 
that, the situation or Gregg was just shot, not hurt, whatever, 
then but when we all got over there, then we had to tell her 
what happened, so we stayed, we stayed there, then it was 
approximately 9:30 or quarter till 10:00 that morning our 
friends from Oklahoma drove up, which is a five hour drive from 
their door to our door.  They went to their home our home first 
and the police said that they couldn't come in, it was sealed 
off, so they know where the kids live so they came directly over 
there.  Wasn't until 2:30 Sunday afternoon, we were all out in 
the driveway of the kids' home, I was talking to friends and 
relatives that had heard and came by, because they came by our 
house first and the police there would tell them where we were 
so they came by, just came by over there, but at 2:30 is when 
the officers came, one officer, and said, you can go back into 
your home now at any time.  At that time my son-in-law, 
Mark, and a family friend, Don Bread, suggested that they go to 
the house first and clean it up before we came home and seen the 
blood, whatever, everything.  So we, my wife and I did allow 
them we discussed, I mean they discussed that and I said that 
would be a good idea, didn't want my wife to see all the, the 
mess, so we stayed and just stayed back and just visited with 
friends and relatives and comforting us and everything.  So 
later then we went up to the home.  There was still several 
puddles of blood on our bedroom floor but they had taken a piece 
of carpet out of the garage and had covered it up, but they said 
they cleaned the blood off the doorway, the door, the bedroom 
door, the walls, the best they could.  As I walked down the 
hallway I could see all the black marks on the side of the 
hallway, which wasn't there before, so I was thinking to myself 
that this was possibly where the officer was when he was 
possibly going back and forth in the hallway there in 
confrontation with my son.   
MR. FLORY: Dr. Moddrell, I'd 
suggest we break for lunch.  It's 12:30 and the jury's been 
listening patiently for two hours.  I think they probably need 
to get up and move around. 



DR. MODDRELL: So he will be back 
on the stand at 1:30. 
MR. FLORY: Yes, that would be fine. 
(THEREUPON, a lunch recess was taken from 12:32 until 
1:38) 
MR. DIEHL: Call Greg Neis to the stand. 
GREG NEIS, called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, 
testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 
DIEHL:  
Q.  Would you tell us your name, please? 
A.  Greg Neis. 
Q.  And how are you employed? 
A.  I'm a special deputy with the Douglas County Sheriff's 
Department.  
Q.  As part of your duties do you serve subpoenas and process?  
A. Yes, I do. 
Q.  In that regard, did you attempt to serve a 
subpoena on Rhonda Factor? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  What efforts did you make to serve that subpoena? 
A.  Well, due to the circumstances that were  
started when I was hired, we make contact with Mr. Benny  
Smith's office whenever we serve process 
at Haskell Indian Junior College.  He makes contacts with the 
people that we need and we meet them at the office and serve 
them there, and I called the day, the day before and had an 
appointment set up for 9:00 o'clock to serve Rhonda, and since I 
come in at 1:00, Jean Keifer, the other special deputy, took the 
paper out to serve her.  She was there at 9:00 and waited till 
10:00 o'clock and Rhonda never showed up, so I came in that 
afternoon, contacted Benny Smith's office again regarding 
serving the paper to her.  He they called back and said that she 
was on her way over to the office and that if I'd come on out I 
could serve her.  So I got in the car and drove out to Haskell, 
walked into Mr.  Smith's office, and he said that he had just 
seen her there, she had probably gone next door to the union, so 
he called somebody on the telephone and they attempted to locate 
her for probably 20 minutes and then he called again and at that 
time he, whoever he was talking to, he said something to the 
effect of she's leaving town, and so he hang up the phone and he 
said, well, they don't know where she's at.  He said, You might 
try serving her at her residence hall.   
Q.  And did you try to do that then? 
A.  Yes.  I left the office and drove straight 
over to the residence hall which was listed on the 
front of the subpoena and walked inside and went to the 
reception office they have an office there where there's always 
somebody there and one of the women came out, asked me who I 
needed to see and I said Rhonda Factor, and she said, well, she, 
her father has already picked her up and she's left the campus. 
Q.  Now, Officer Neis, when you went to Haskell did it 
concern, did the subpoena concern this proceeding here? 
A. Yes. 
Q.  And in fact it was a subpoena for Rhonda Factor to 
appear as a witness here today, was it not? 
A.  Yes.   
Q. Did you make any other efforts after learning that Rhonda Factor 



had left Lawrence? 
A.  No, because once I tried where she 
lived and she was gone and Benny Smith had no more contact with 
her so I made no more efforts.  
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you.  I believe Mr. Sevier is 
here if you want to resume that testimony. 
DR. MODDRELL: All right. 
MR. SEVIER: Sorry it took so long.  There was a lot of 
us to be served for lunch.  Could you read, would you mind 
repeating, reading back to me what I previously said before. 
MR. FLORY: Talking about right before the break; is that 
correct? 
MR. SEVIER: That's correct. 
MR. FLORY: Right before the break. 
(The record as shown at page 82, line 20, 
through page 83, line 13, was read back by the reporter as 
requested.) WILLIE ALLEN SEVIER, having been previously duly 
sworn, continued his testimony as follows: 
A.  After that we started, we went to Gregg's  
room and were, were looking at his 
belongings.  One of his dresser drawers was completely emptied. 
We, we went, continued to look in his room.  Then we also, I 
started to looking in my bedroom and they had, the officers had 
gone through all of my belongings.  My bed sheet, I had a quilt, 
and an Indian blanket were all missing, and to this day I don't 
know where they are.  We have asked for where they've taken 
everything and they said everything's been taken for evidence. 
After let's see, that was, that was Sunday afternoon into the 
evening.  Then we started our thoughts of taking care of Gregg, 
making arrangements and everything for him, so during this time 
we discussed it and we wanted him, to bury him with his belt 
buckle, which he was wearing at the time, and his belt, and 
possibly his boots or whatever, we didn't know exactly at that 
time, but anyway, we started making calls and arrangements.  We 
had to decide where to take Gregg's body; it was decided 
Warren McElwain would be the place to take him.  Then we were 
concerned about getting all of his personal items that we needed 
from him so we went to the police station and was asking about 
when we when we went to get them, they said we could pick them 
up so at the, when we, when we got down there, why then I 
believe there was 16 items they said that they, they had, so 
they took all of Gregg's things out of his billfold and was 
counting, counting them, and had a ring, turquoise ring, belt 
buckle, and at that time we asked where the belt was, and they 
said, the police said they couldn't give it to us, they were 
holding it for evidence, and I said, What good is a belt going 
to do for evidence?  Because it has his name on it and we wanted 
to bury him with it.  There must have been, oh gosh, they 
probably introduced us to three or four detectives and when we 
demanded his belt be put, buried with, why then one of 
the detectives looked at the other one and he looked back at me, 
then he said, It has a bullet hole in it and we have to keep it 
for evidence. Okay, before that we, we called the mortuary 
and asked them soon as Gregg's body gets there we wanted to see 
it, and they said that was a very unusual request.  They said, 
We will see what we can do, but he said, Now you have to 



understand, he just came from the morgue, we haven't touched 
him, and I said we said, That's the way we want it.  So he 
guided us to the room where Gregg was.  He was still wrapped in 
plastic.  He was covered with a bedspread.  We pulled the 
bedspread down and through the plastic you could see here, here, 
here (indicating).  I unwrapped his feet just to see, I don't 
know why, just to see his feet, I guess, and rub them.  Okay, 
we went to the mortuary first to see his body.  That's right, we 
went, we went to see his body first at the mortuary, then we 
went to the police station to get his personal belongings.  Then 
that's when we were, found out he'd been shot more than three 
times, because they said they had to keep his belt as evidence. 
We went back to the mortuary well, let's see, my son-in-law and 
daughter and I just went to the police station to pick up his 
personal items, then my wife, Gregg's grandmother on my wife's 
side, and I don't know who all stayed at the mortuary, so we'll 
go get his personal belongings and come back and pick you up, so 
they stayed there.  But after learning about the bullet about 
the, his belt, then we knew he had been shot more than three 
times, so once we got back to the mortuary we immediately asked 
the director if we could see Gregg's body one more time.  He 
said, They're already working on him now, but we told him what 
we had found out at the police station, that he had been shot 
more than three times and we wanted we knew one had to be at his 
waistline.  Seemed like he couldn't believe it but I said, we, 
we've got we want to see for our own self.  So he told us wait a 
minute.  He went down and checked.  He came back up and just 
motioned for us to come on.  We, we went back.  They had already 
had Gregg, just like he said, they'd already started working on 
him so they, they had him, drain him, so I wanted to see his 
left side, which we did.  There was a tape on his body.  Funeral 
director explained that to us, normal procedure for a gunshot 
wound.  So we seen two more bullet holes in his side, lower leg, 
here, and one at his waistline.  After that we went back to 
the house and started looking further, after we knew there were 
more than three shots.  While going through our home my daughter 
Judy's bedroom is adjacent to his, Gregg's.  All during this 
time previous her door was closed.  At no time did either 
officer ask if there was anyone else in the house.  While 
reviewing everything, we were checking what was missing from our 
home and all the details, we seen the hole in Judy's bedroom 
door.  We seen where it entered.  We opened the door.  You could 
see on the back side of the door where it came through.  We 
lined it up and we looked and we seen her hole, a hole in her 
closet.  We opened her closet door and I would say there was 
approximately a six-inch square cut out of her closet door, and I 
know that they did that to retrieve the bullet.  So during this 
time of the shooting my oldest daughter was almost shot, too. 
 
DR. MODDRELL: Do you have any more questions? 
A.  If you come to the house I know you may see drawings or whatever. 
Drawings can't show bullet, bullet holes through the door, 
through the closet, where my daughter was at the time, where 
they had neglected to ask if anyone else was in the home. 
Pictures can't show that.  I after that we turned our attention 
just to making arrangements for Gregg, to take care of his the 
media was around, calling, and they were all very good, 



respectful at the time; told them, if anything, we'd talk to 
them later, but they all understood what we had to do. 
What made it harder, I guess, was having his services here but 
he wanted to go back to Oklahoma to be buried, which was on my 
mother's family lands that we've had in our family for 
years. 
MR. FLORY: Doctor, at this time I'd ask that the jury, 
if they have any questions for Mr. Sevier, would be entitled to 
ask questions.  Mrs. VanSaun has a question.   
JUROR VANSAUN: You mentioned that the officer used a flashlight to 
unlock the 
door.  Was the hallway dark at the time? 
A.  Okay, we have a light on in the hallway but his door is 
inset.   It goes back further.   
His door is not directly lined up with the hall, so if 
you can come over to the house you can see everything in detail 
the way it was.   
JUROR VANSAUN: When the door opened to your 
son's room was it dark or lit? 
A.  No, he had his light on in his room.   
JUROR VANSAUN: On? 
A.  He had his light on, yes. 
JUROR VANSAUN: And was the light on in your room where 
the other officer was? 
A.  I can't say for sure at the time, because  
JUROR KRING: Do you have any idea where the knife 
came from?  Was it from your home or  
A.  Oh yes.  We, we have knives over our kitchen sink in a, in a 
case, it holds about four or five knives. 
JUROR KRING: While you were putting the groceries  
away you were not aware of Gregg taking 
this knife?   
A.  None whatsoever.  He, he had to possibly take 
it after I had gone to bed, because I did put the groceries 
after that, after we come into the home, I didn't see Gregg 
after that until I unlocked his door. 
JUROR KRING: Was it, 
also was it normal for him to you spoke, the door was locked 
when you went in to see about the loud music. 
A.  Uhhuh, yes. 
JUROR KRING: Did he normally keep his door locked? 
A.  Most of the time he did, when he would go in. 
JUROR KRING: Did he normally play the music loud? 
A.  At times. Not all the time.  Sometimes he did. 
JUROR KRING: Just one more thing.  When you spoke of the 
officers hollering at Gregg to, saying show both hands,  
did you hear any response from Gregg 
or see any response from him? 
A.  No, I could not see Gregg at that time. 
JUROR KRING: You could not see him?   
A.  I could not see Gregg at that time. 
JUROR KRING: And you did not hear any response? 
A.  No.  
DR. MODDRELL: I have no further questions. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you, Mr. Sevier. 
Now call Judy Hoffman. JUDY IRENE SEVIER, called as a witness,  
having been first duly sworn, 



testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 
DIEHL: 
Q.  Would you tell us your name, please?   
A.  My name is Judy Irene Sevier. 
Q.  Do you also go by Judy Hoffman? 
A.  Yes.  That is my divorced name. 
Q. Were you related to Gregg Sevier? 
A.  Yes.  I was his older sister. 
Q.  Were you living at home on April 20th and 21st of 
this year? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And do you recall whether you went to bed on the evening of  
the 20th before midnight? 
A.  Yes, I did.   
Q.  Do you recall about what 
time you would have gone to bed?   
A.  Exactly 11:00 o'clock. 
Q.  When you went to bed who else was in the house, 
if you remember? 
A.  I was not sure. 
Q.  Okay.  Do you know whether Gregg was there? 
A.  I'm not sure if he was or not. 
Q.  Before you went to bed who was there at the 
house? 
A.  I know my sister and brother-in-law and kids were 
there but I can't recall what time they left. 
Q.  Was there anyone else there besides your sister and  
A.  My parents were, my mom and my dad. 
Q.  Did you ever get up from the time you 
went to bed and midnight? 
A.  Between 11:00 and midnight? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And did you go back to bed after that? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Were you awakened sometime after 2:00 o'clock the next 
morning?  
A.  According to my clock, it was 2:06. 
Q.  Is it one of those bedside  
A.  Yes. 
Q.  digital types?  What woke you up?  Do you 
recall?   
A.  Gregg's stereo, the loud music.   
Q.  Could you tell what kind of music it was? 
A.  It sounded like rock. 
Q.  How would you describe the noise level of the 
music? 
A.  I thought it was turned up very high. 
Q.  Did you do anything after you woke up to try to get the music 
turned 
down? 
A.  Nothing.   
Q.  Now, how long had you lived in 
your parents' house, at this address? 
A.  I had just moved back.  I'd been there between seven to 
eight weeks.   
Q.  And did you have a bedroom of your own there? 



A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Where was it in relationship to Gregg's bedroom and 
your parents' bedroom? 
A.  They were adjacent. 
Q.  So if the noise in Gregg's room was loud you would most likely hear 
it 
in your room? 
A.  Yes.   
Q.  Now, would you describe for 
the jury, please, your relationship with Gregg, let's say within 
the last two to three years?  
A.  I don't feel Gregg and I 
were very close as brother and sisters but our relationship was 
getting much better, much better.  We were communicating more 
and with my work schedule and his work schedule we were starting 
to talk to each other more. 
Q.  And when would you estimate 
that your relationship with Gregg would have 
improved? 
A.  It was a gradual coming together for the two of 
us.  
Q.  Now, do you recall some problems in 1982 when Gregg 
at that time had a butcher knife?  
A.  I'm not sure. 
Q. You're not sure of the year or not sure that the incident 
occurred? 
A.  I'm not sure of the year. 
Q.  But you do remember an incident involving a butcher knife? 
A.  Vaguely, some points. 
Q.  Did that involve you also as a victim? 
A. I don't think so. 
Q.  Did officers respond to that call?  Do 
you recall that? 
A.  No, I don't recall that. 
Q.  Then do you recall another incident in 1989 where you discovered 
that 
Gregg had slit his wrists?  
A.  What I recall about that 
incident was that my car was gone.  I had parked my car on the 
other side of our street, of our street in front of our house, 
and I realized the car was gone so the officers were called in, 
more or less a stolen car report. 
Q.  And do you know whether Gregg was involved in that, or do you  
A.  The officers called the house and said they had found  
Gregg driving my car. 
Q.  Do you recall discovering some blood in his bedroom after 
that incident 
A.  Yes.  There was a spot of blood by his bed. 
Q.  And do you recall what year that was? 
A.  No, I don't. 
Q.  Now, getting back to the morning of April 21st of 
this year, do you recall hearing any voices after you were 
awakened at 2:06? 
A.  The first voice I heard was the officer's voice. 
Q.  How could you tell it was the officer's 
voice? 
A.  Before, shortly before that I had gone to the 



window and looked outside and I saw one patrol car there, so I 
just returned back to my bed and laid there and then I heard 
officers in the hallway.   
Q.  What was being said?  Could you tell? 
A.  The first thing I recall is an officer was saying, 
Partner, show your hands, show your hands. 
Q.  At that time was your bedroom door open or closed? 
A.  Closed. 
Q.  So could you tell who the officer was saying that to? 
A.  No, I could not.   
Q.  What did you hear or see next, if anything? 
A.  I didn't hear a scuffle but I heard my 
brother's voice and it just called out, Mom, and then I could 
hear my mom's voice say, Gregg.  Then my brother repeated, Mom, 
and my mother repeated Gregg.  And then I heard Gregg say, Mom, 
I love you; Mom, I love you.   
Q.  And what did you hear next then? 
A.  The shots. 
Q.  How many shots did you hear? 
A.  I thought I heard three. 
Q.  Three?   
A. Yes. 
Q.  Did you, could you tell the direction of any of 
those shots from your room? 
A.  I couldn't tell the 
directions, although I did see the white flashes, from 
what I believe was underneath the gap of my bedroom door. 
Q.  Now, between the time that you heard your brother 
saying, Mom, I love you, and the shots, did you hear anything 
else being said during that time? 
A.  Nothing was said that I could hear. 
Q.  Now, after you heard the shots what did you 
do?   
A.  I left my robe at the foot of my bed so I got out of 
bed, I put on my robe, I proceeded to my bedroom door, and I 
slowly opened the door. 
Q.  Okay.  What did you see then? 
A.  I saw officers in the hallway and I could look past 
them and I saw my brother lying on the floor with three gunshot 
wounds in the upper part of his body. 
Q.  Now, where was your brother's body in relationship  
to the hallway when you saw it? 
 
A.  When I saw him his boots were in the hallway but the, 
most of his body was laying in my parents' bedroom.   
Q.  Okay. So how many feet would you estimate from your bedroom door to 
your parents' bedroom door? 
A.  A rough estimation, maybe four or five feet. 
Q.  Four or five feet? 
A.  (Witness nods head). 
Q.  So did you make the observation of the 
gunshot wounds from your bedroom door or did you go over to your 
parents' door to make the observation you just told us?   
A.  I could see very clearly from my bedroom door. 
Q.  Did you note whether your brother's chest was rising and falling as 
if he 
were breathing or not? 



A.  It was, three or four times, several times. 
Q.  Did you then watch your brother for some 
period of time? 
A.  Yes, I did.  His head had raised, he had, 
like he was trying to raise his head up.  His head was moving 
from side to side.  His eyes were real, had a real glassy look 
to them.  Then his eyes rolled back and his head, just went limp 
to one side.  At that time I felt my brother had just gone 
unconscious.   
Q.  Now, did you see any other obvious wounds 
while you were observing your brother? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  Do you recall making a written statement to the 
Lawrence Police Department that same morning? 
A.  Yes, I do. 
Q.  And was it at about, oh, quarter to 5:00, something 
like that? 
A.  That I'm not sure of.   
Q.  Would it refresh your recollection if I were to show you a copy of 
that? 
A.  Yes, it would. 
(THEREUPON, Exhibit 3 was marked for 
identification). 
Q.  Now, ma'am, I'm going to show you 
Exhibit No. 3.  Is that your statement? 
EXHIBIT 3 
LAWRENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT FORM  Case No. 
914460 42191 0445 I, the undersigned Judy I. Hoffman am 31 
years of age, having been born on 102359, at Tahlequah, OK.  I 
now live at 1627 E 18th Terr, Lawrence, phone number 84367398. 
I have been duly warned and advised by Craig Shanks, a person 
who has identified him/herself as Lawrence Police . . . 
 
I went to bed at 11:00, 11:15 I went to the rest room, 
afterwards I saw mom in the kitchen sewing and I asked if dad 
and Greg had left.  She said they both had left to go to West 
Coast Saloon.  I returned to my bedroom to go to sleep.  I think 
Greg came back into the house several minutes later to talk to 
mom about Rhonda & Diana.  And then he left again.  I can't be 
sure because I didn't get back out of bed.  2:06 in the morning 
I was waken by Greg's stereo playing loud rock music.  It played 
for several minutes and then I heard dad knock on Greg's door 
and asked him to turn it down.  Dad didn't sound angry but more 
concerned about mom & I being disturbed.  The music volume went 
down for a short period of time but again returned to a big 
volume.  2:42 I decided to put in some earplugs, but never left 
my room or said anything to anyone.  Later, I saw 1 patrol car. 
I heard an officer say, Partner, we need to see your hands. 
Show me your hands.  He repeated this several times.  I got the 
impression Greg had a knife.  I can't remember why I thought 
this.  I think I heard the word knife.  I could here my dad 
saying Greg wouldn't hurt anyone, just let me talk to him.  The 
officers kept telling my dad to stand back.  I heard Greg call 
for mom, "Mom!  Mom!: I heard my mom call Greg's name.  Greg 
then said, "Mom, I love you!  Mom, I love you!" Right after this 
I heard three shots.  One shot right after the last.  I could 
see the flash from the shots through the gap at the bottom of my 



bedroom door. 
 
I heard my dad and mom both begin to cry.  This is when I 
decided to get up and I put on a robe, went to the door and 
slowly opened it to look out in the hall.  There were several 
cops standing in the hall and Greg was lying on the floor in my 
parents' bedroom room.  I could see blood on his shoulder and 
chest but he was breathing.  I watched him for what seemed a 
long period of time and then his head fell to one side.  I hoped 
he was unconscience.  I then went into the hall to help my 
parents.  WITNESS: /s/Judy Hoffman Jr END OF JUDY HOFFMAN'S 
STATEMENT THIS INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS TO USE AND 
DISSEMINATION.  CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES EXIST FOR MISUSE. 
APR 26 1991 
 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  And have you had an opportunity to look at 
that prior to testifying today?   
A.  Yes. 
Q.  And is there anything in there that refreshes your 
recollection as far as any of the events that morning on the 
21st?  
A.  The only part that I had forgotten was the part in here 
where I had written about my father being in the hallway calling 
to the officers, 
saying that Gregg wasn't going to hurt anyone, something to the 
effect where my dad wanted to see Gregg or get back there and 
talk to Gregg.  I think my father wanted to talk to Gregg and 
saying that Gregg wasn't going to hurt anyone.   
Q.  And was that before or after the shots? 
A.  This was after the shots, I believe; not quite sure of the 
sequence.  
Q.  Now, did you also say in your statement that you had the  
impression that the officers thought he had a knife? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Do you know how you came up with that impression? 
A.  No, I don't.  I don't know if I heard it, the word knife  
from the officers or from my parents.  I just came with that  
conclusion and I don't know how I got it.   
MR. DIEHL: Okay.  I have no further 
questions.  I'll leave it open to the jury. 
DR. MODDRELL: Do you have anything that you would like to say that you 
have 
not had an opportunity to say by question and answer? 
A.  I would just like to stress that while I was in my bedroom the 
door was closed and after I heard my brother say that, Mom, I 
love you, it was just a few seconds and I heard the shots ring 
out, and I saw the white flashes, but in actuality one of the 
bullets had come clear through my bedroom door and lodged itself 
in a closet wall very close to where my head was at the time of 
the incident, and in order for you to really get a feeling of 
what happened that night and how close everybody was in that 
house you really need to come to our house and look and see for 
yourself, because my head was missed by inches.  
JUROR KRING: Did I understand you to say when you saw Gregg he was 
basically in your parents' bedroom with just his feet in the 
hall?   



A.  Yes.   
JUROR KRING: In his parents bedroom? 
A.  Right. 
DR. MODDRELL: You may be excused. 
MR. FLORY: Dr. Moddrell, as we indicated through 
witness Greg Neis, we've been unable to make service on Rhonda 
Factor.  She did give officers a written statement.  I would ask 
permission to mark the statement and read it into the record at 
this point.  
DR. MODDRELL: Okay. 
(THEREUPON, Exhibit 4 was marked for identification.) 
MR. DIEHL: This is a five page statement.   
For the record, the name written is Rhonda 
Factor.  It is witnessed by Detective Susan Hadl.  Signature of 
the person giving the voluntary statement is Rhonda Factor.  It 
reads as follows: On April 20, Gregg's mom knocks on the 
bedroom door. . . [MR. FLORY PROCEEDS TO READ RHONDA 
FACTOR'S STATEMENT, q.v.] 
 
EXHIBIT 4 
 
LAWRENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT FORM  Case No. 914460 
NAME: Rhonda Factor On April 20, Gregg's mom knocked 
on the bedroom door.  Orene said, "Do you know where Rhonda is?" 
Gregg just said yes and didn't say anymore.  His mother asked 
one more time.  Do you know where Rhonda is?  So finally Gregg 
got up and went out of the room to speak to his mother. 
Whenever he came back, he said that my friend Diane had called 
for me.  We finally came out of the room his mother was really 
upset because I had spent the night.  Orene called Gregg and I 
into the kitchen and basically said that she didn't want me 
spending the night at all, but that she didn't mind me coming 
over to visit.  Gregg was really upset that his mom was asking 
so many questions about our relationship and Gregg told me let's 
go.  He also told his mother to shut up. 
Diane came by to get us and we got to this annual event at 
Haskell and then went to one down town.  Later on that evening 
Gregg bought a twelve pack of beer and Gregg, Diane, Diane's son 
Andrew and I went to this picnic they were having for Diane and 
Gregg's friend because they had been in Saudia Arabia due to our 
previous war.  We left the park and Dianne took us by the liquor 
where Gregg purchased a case of beer.  We went to the basement 
and Gregg's brother-in-law Mark and his dad Willie was down there. 
We shot a few games of pool.  Then Gregg, Willie, and Mark 
played 1 or 2 games of darts.  Dianne called and asked Gregg and 
I if we wanted to go to the Playhouse with her.  Gregg told her 
yes and hang up.  Directly after, Gregg asked his dad if he 
wanted to shoot pool.  His dad said I don't care.  Then Dianne 
pulls up. 
She said can Rhonda ride with me since I had just told Gregg 
that I knew his dad wouldn't go to the Playhouse so Gregg said 
okay, Willie and I are going to West Coast.  I went with Dianne 
for approximately 30 minutes to an bar.  She than took me to 
West Coast Saloon where Gregg and Willie were shooting pool and 
drinking beer.  After Gregg ran out of money and beer, he asked 
his dad to buy another pitcher.  Willie said, ""All I have is a 
check." Gregg kept on insisting for his dad to buy another 



pitcher but his dad didn't do it.  I told Gregg that he didn't 
need anymore to drink and he just needed to go home and go to 
bed since he told me that he was already buzzed up.  Gregg said, 
"Some shit going to hit the fan whenever I get home.  I told him 
to not bug his parents.  He said he wasn't going to do anything 
to them but he was going to do it to himself.  While at West 
Coast I told him that he could talk to me about his problems but 
not to let it get bottled up inside him.  I told him if he 
expressed and got his problems off of his chest that he would 
feel better.  He said Rhonda I love you but I can't talk to you. 
He also told me that we needed to get our own apartment.  He 
said Rhonda I know you can find someone better than me.  Someone 
who already has their own apartment and car.  He told me if I 
went out with someone else that I could really hurt him.  Gregg 
and his dad took me back to my dorm.  Gregg and ( got out and we 
went up to the front door at my dorm.  We just embraced one 
another.  I asked him if he was going to come over to the dorm 
on Sunday about 1:00 p.m.  I said are you going to come over or 
call before you come over.  He said call me.  I asked what time. 
He said at any time.  So I told him I would give him a call at 
12:00.  He said okay and he left.  WITNESS: Det. Susan Hall L21 
/S/Rhonda Factor 2 THIS INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS TO USE AND 
DISSEMINATION.  CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES EXIST FOR 
MISUSE. 
 
MR. FLORY: Call Susan Hadl. SUSAN HADL, called as a 
witness, having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as 
follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. DIEHL:  
Q.  State your name, please. 
A.  Susan Hadl. 
Q.  And you're a detective with the Lawrence Police Department? 
A.  Yes, sir, I am. 
Q.  In that capacity did you take a written statement 
from Rhonda Factor on the morning of April 21st of this 
year? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And were you able to determine 
the relationship between Rhonda Factor and the deceased, Gregg 
Sevier? 
A.  She was his girlfriend. 
Q.  How did you find that our? 
A.  She advised me of such. 
Q.  Now, Officer, I'm going to show you Exhibit No. 4 and ask if you 
recognize 
that?   
A.  Yes.  This would be the copy of Rhonda Factor's 
statement that morning. 
Q.  And does your name appear on there anywhere? 
A.  On each page at the bottom as a witness. 
Q.  So did you actually see Miss Factor write out 
that statement? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Did you also see her make corrections and initial those 
corrections?  
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And did you promise or threaten or coerce her in any 
way in making that statement?  



A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  To the best of your knowledge, is that a voluntary statement and so 
states that? 
A.  Yes, it was.   
Q.  Did you also take a written statement from the deceased's 
mother?  
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And what is her name? 
A.  Orene Sevier. 
Q. Did you also do an interview with Orene Sevier? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And during that interview did you ask Mrs. Sevier 
specifically any questions concerning her son's, or at least her 
attitude as far as thinking whether or not her son was capable 
of hurting himself that particular morning?  
A.  Yes, we discussed that. 
Q.  And what did Mrs. Sevier tell you? 
A. That she very much felt he would be of the state of mind where 
he would harm himself, that is precisely why she called for 
police assistance, and she felt he might do himself harm. 
Q. Now, Officer, did you make a report of this conversation you had 
with Mrs. Sevier?  
A.  Yes.   
Q.  And do you recall in your 
conversation the words, Mom, I love you? 
A.  Yes, I recall those words. 
Q.  Who brought up those particular words? 
A. Mrs. Sevier. 
Q.  Did you ask her what her 
interpretation of those particular words were? 
A.  She told me that she felt at that time when he said that that, I 
believe 
her words were she thought he was going to go for it, that he 
intended to force the officers to take his life.   
Q.  Did Mrs. Sevier ever indicate to you whether she thought the 
officers 
could have done something differently? 
A.  She expressed that she, in her mind she was hoping that  
they could disarm him of the knife or if a shot had to be fired  
it was to wound him. 
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions.  If the jury 
does, or Dr.  Moddrell. 
MR. FLORY: Call Ted Bordman. 
TED BORDMAN, called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, 
testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 
FLORY: 
Q.  Would you please tell us what your name is. 
A. My name is Ted Bordman. 
Q.  And what's your occupation? 
A. Police officer for Lawrence, Kansas, Police Department. 
Q. Okay.  If you could speak up just a little bit, there's a 
microphone and but the system is not real good; want to make 
sure the jury hears your testimony.  How long have you been with 
the Lawrence Police Department, Officer Bordman?   
A.  Since January 1st, 1989. 
Q.  And prior to that did you have any law 
enforcement experience? 



A.  I worked as a armed security guard, I was not commissioned  
police officer, I was commissioned private guard. 
Q.  How long did you do that? 
A.  I did it for, I believe it was the summer of '85 or '86, I couldn't 
really be for sure.  It's a job I had while I was in 
college. 
Q.  How old are you?   
A.  I'm 26. 
DR. MODDRELL: You need to speak up. 
Q.  And how far did you go in 
school?  What was your educational background? 
A.  I have a degree from the University of Kansas. 
Q.  And what's your degree in? 
A.  It's in sociology. 
Q.  Officer Bordman, when you first started with the Police  
Department did you go through a training phase in order to become a 
police 
officer? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And could you tell us, tell 
the jury what that training consists of, not specifically but 
just in general? 
A.  I spent eight weeks at the Kansas Law 
Enforcement Training Center in Hutchinson, Kansas.  Prior to 
that I also was party to about two weeks of informal training at 
the Police Department.  I then was out on the road from January 
19th  
VOICE: Place the microphone in front of his mouth, 
please. 
Q.  Just go ahead with your testimony, Officer 
Bordman.  I'd ask that we not have too many disruptions.  If you 
just indicate once is fine.   
A.  I then was out on the road with the field training officer  
from about January 19th until 
the end of, till the end of April.  From May 3rd, 1989, until 
June 23rd I was in the police academy; then came back and was 
out with the field training officer again for about I believe 
two to three weeks, and I think I was in for that on my 
own with the field training officer in a separate car but he 
went on calls with me, most of my calls, and I believe it was 
the first of July, although I can't be for sure, before I was 
actually put out on my own and was running a district by myself. 
Q.  And if you would continue, speak up.  It is awfully hard 
to hear you in this room.  During the police training, Officer, 
did you have any training in self-defense, in other words, 
self-defense tactics or anything like that? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Could you tell us generally what that training consisted 
of?   
A.  I was qualified on the PR24. 
Q.  What's the PR24. 
A.  I'm sorry, it's the police baton that we carry, 
it's the side handle baton that we carry.  It's a night stick. 
I also was qualified for the sidearm that we carry, and we 
qualify on that I believe four times a year, quarterly, and also 
we've had some weapon retention and certain amounts of hand to had 
defense, a limited amount of that. 



Q.  Okay.  Now, Officer Bordman, were you working on the early  
morning hours of April the 21st, 1991, for the Police 
Department?   
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And if you recall, what shift were you working that 
night? 
A.  Midnight's, shift 1. 
Q.  And that comes on duty at midnight? 
A.  We are required to be there by a quarter 
till 12:00 for a 15 minute shift briefing.  Then we normally are 
into our police cars by midnight, approximately midnight or 
around then, and out on the road until 8:00 o'clock in the 
morning, is when we are relieved, and then we come back up for a 
15 minute debriefing period.   
Q.  Okay.  When you go to work do 
you get a particular assignment on a given night as to what area 
of the town you're working? 
A.  Yes, we do. 
Q.  And do you recall what area of the town or what district you were 
working 
that night? 
A.  I was working district 125, which is 
primarily the southeastern part of the town. 
Q.  And during that shift, Officer, did you have a dispatch to respond 
to 1627 
East 18th Terrace here in Lawrence?   
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q. Was that location within your given district? 
A.  Yes, it was. 
Q.  What I plan to do now, Officer Bordman, is ask you a 
number of questions about that call that you handled, but first 
I think it's important that you realize that you're here under 
subpoena.  Is that correct? 
A.  Correct. 
Q.  And you are aware of the fact that you don't have to answer 
my questions or the jury's questions or the coroner's questions 
today?   
A. Yes, I am. 
Q.  And you understand that you can stop answering 
questions that I may ask or any of us may ask at any time?  Do 
you understand that? 
A.  Yes, I do. 
Q.  Knowing that, is it your intention to answer the questions  
that I ask you about what happened that morning? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  What time, approximately, if you recall, did you receive  
the dispatch to go to 1627 East 18th Terrace? 
A.  Approximately 2:20 in the morning, or that's approximate.  
Q.  And what do you recall about being told the nature of the 
call?  In other words, what were you going to investigate? 
A.  I was told that a family member had called, I believe it was 
the father had called, and he had found his son in the bedroom  
and the son was despondent, was having some personal problems with his 
girlfriend, and was in the bedroom  
armed with a large butcher knife, and he wanted for officers to 
come out and try to talk to him and see if we could do something 
to, you know, to remedy the situation.  



Q.  Okay.  Where were you when you got the call? 
A.  I was in what's known, it's 
the supervisor's office.  It's right next to the squad room on 
the second floor of the law enforcement center. 
Q.  So you were right over here inside the law enforcement center 
actually 
when you got the call? 
A.  Correct.  I was in the supervisor's office. 
Q.  And you went out and got in your car 
and then drove to that location.  Is that correct?   
A. Correct. 
Q.  Now, when you arrived could you just describe 
how you found the house and who you made contact with when you 
first arrived? 
A.  I'm uncertain as to what you mean how I 
found the house. 
Q.  Okay.  Once you got to 1627 East 18th 
Street Terrace did you have any trouble finding the 
address? 
A.  No, not at all. 
Q.  Okay.  And did you make contact with anybody when you first 
got there?  
A.  When I arrived at the house I turned my vehicle around.  I 
approached 
the house driving towards the west.  I turned my vehicle around 
so it was parked towards the east.  I noticed that the driveway 
was, there were too many cars in the driveway for me to park 
there so I parked my vehicle, exited the vehicle, and observed a 
man who was out kind of in the, towards the patio of the yard 
but near the driveway, you know, he identified himself as the 
father.  I approached him and said that his son was still in 
there and that they he said his was still in there with the 
knife, that he was concerned for him because he was upset about 
his girlfriend.  I then entered the house.   
Q.  Okay.  When you first made contact with the father did you  
actually converse with him for a brief period of time? 
A.  I conversed with him for a brief amount of time, that's 
correct.  
Q.  And did you also see Mrs. Sevier, the mother, at that time? 
A.  That is something that I'm not completely sure of.  I, I am 
absolutely 
positive that I spoke to Mr. Sevier there, and in retrospect I, 
it's a possibility I might have seen her there but that's 
something that I can't be certain of, as to whether she was 
actually in the driveway or not.  I would be more inclined to 
say that she was but I can't be for sure.   
Q.  You can't remember for sure? 
A.  Not, not for certain. 
Q.  Okay. When you went into the house, who went into the house 
first? 
A.  I entered the house.   
Q.  And did you know where the son, or Gregg Sevier, was at that 
time?  
A.  I had to ask, I had to ask Mr. Sevier which room was his and 
he informed me that it was down the hallway and that it was the far, 
the far 
bedroom on the left, is where it was. 



Q.  So what did you do once you found out where the bedroom was? 
A.  I went down there and I pulled on the door handle and it was 
locked, and 
then I then turned around and advised Mr. Sevier that the door 
was locked. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, Officer Bordman, did you have a back unit on the 
way? A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And that would be Officer Phillips; is that correct? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Now, when you first approached the bedroom had 
you had Officer Phillips arrived? 
A.  No, he hadn't.   
Q. And why is it that you went ahead and made contact or attempted 
to make contact with this young man when your back unit wasn't 
there?   
A.  Well, I knew that from the information that I had 
had, that there was a young man in there that was armed with a 
large knife and was despondent.  My primary concern was to get 
the door open and to as, and to make sure that he was okay and 
that he had not, had not wounded himself and that he wasn't in 
need of immediate emergency care, and that was why I, I 
approached the door prior to my back arriving; I wanted to make 
sure he was all right. 
Q.  Did you try to talk to him through 
the door?   
A.  The music was extremely loud and there would 
have been no way I could have communicated with him through the 
door. 
Q.  Once you found the door was locked what did you do 
then to try to gain entry into the bedroom? 
A.  Mr. Sevier told me that the door was easy to pick and I remember I 
walked 
back to a table that's at the end of the hall opposite Gregg's 
bedroom and he handed me what I think is a plastic toothpick and 
said if you just stick it in the little hole, that it's easy to 
pick.   
Q.  So did you do that? 
A.  I then took the toothpick and walked back up and was able  
to find the hole in the doorknob and picked the lock to the 
door.  
Q.  And did the doorknob turn then? 
A.  It unlocked. 
Q.  Okay.  I'd like to ask you another question, Officer.   
We listened to a tape a little bit earlier of radio calls and so 
on and so forth.  At one point you called for 1033, emergency  
traffic only. 
A. Correct. 
Q.  At what point, if you recall, did you make that 
call in to dispatch?   
A.  That's also something that I'm 
unclear of.  I either did it upon my initial approach to the 
door when I found it was locked or I'm actually more inclined to 
think that I called for it as I was going up to pick the lock. 
Q.  Okay.  And why does an officer broadcast emergency 
traffic only?  What's your purpose in doing that? 
A.  Whenever we're going into a risky situation where there is a 
possibility that somebody else might be hurt or an officer might 



be hurt or we need to have the air held, you know, if I was to 
have to call for an ambulance, if I had opened that door and 
found out that Gregg had already been injured it would have been 
imperative for me to get on that radio immediately and to have 
clear air, to be able to get, to ask for the ambulance.  That's 
why we like to have clear air.   
Q.  Okay.  I'd like to ask you another question,  
Officer.  We listened to a tape a little bit 
earlier of radio calls and so on and so forth.  At one point you 
called for 1033, emergency traffic only.   
A.  Correct. 
Q. At what point, if you recall, did you make that call in to 
dispatch? 
A.  That's also something that I'm unclear of.  I 
either did it upon my initial approach to the door when I found 
it was locked or I'm actually more inclined to think that I 
called for it as I was going up to pick the lock.   
Q. Okay.  And why does an officer broadcast emergency traffic only? 
What's your purpose in doing that?  
A.  Whenever we're going into a risky situation where there is a 
possibility that somebody else might be hurt or an officer might 
be hurt or we need to have the air held, you know, if I was to have to 
call 
for an ambulance, if I had opened that door and found out that 
Gregg had already been injured it would have been imperative for 
me to get on that radio immediately and to have clear air, to be 
able to get, to ask for the ambulance.  That's why we like to 
have clear air.   
Q.  Okay.  And if other people are talking on 
the radio and you need to make an emergency call are you able to 
override them or you just have to wait? 
A.  That's, that just has to be, it's kind of the luck of  
the draw.  If you can get in and say break and go over the  
radio and people can hear it, then 
it can sometimes work, but it's more appropriate just to ask for 
the emergency traffic.  That way you don't have to worry about 
being able to get in and that's why we have it.   
Q.  Okay. Now, Officer, after the knob turned where were Mr. and Mrs. 
Sevier, if you know? 
A.  After I turned the knob I opened it 
up so that it would, the door would be open far enough so that 
the lock wouldn't catch and I then walked away from the door for 
a brief moment and I looked back and I cannot exactly recall for 
certain where they were.  I think that Mr. Sevier might have 
been towards the end of the hall again.   
Q.  Did you have your gun drawn at this time? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  Did you have it unholstered or unsnapped or anything? 
A.  When I went up to turn that door handle I had my hand on the gun, 
or my 
weapon, and probably, I think I had it un, unsnapped.  Here's 
the snap right here, and I had it unsnapped. 
Q.  But it was still in the holster? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Okay.  Why did you indicated you pushed the door open a 
little bit and then backed off a ways.  Why did you do that?   



A.  I can't honestly answer that, why I did that.  I opened the door 
and 
then I think I backed away a couple feet to gather my, to gather 
my thoughts, to think about what I was going to do, and it was, 
it was a split second.  It was lie just a couple seconds, I 
wouldn't even say a couple seconds, you know, very brief amount 
of time that I walked away from the door. 
Q.  Okay.  Now was the music still playing in the room? 
A.  Yes, it was. 
Q. And what did you do after that, if you could just tell us?   
A. Well, I reapproached the door and I opened up the door with my 
flashlight and shined my flashlight into the room. 
Q.  Okay. You say opened the door with your flashlight.  What do you 
mean 
by that?  How? 
A.  With, I had the flashlight has the bulb at 
one end and the batteries, the battery casing in the other.  I 
just kind of opened the door, trying to distance myself from the 
door, I used it  
Q.  So you just pushed the door open?   
A. as an extension of my arm, opened the door with my 
flashlight. 
Q.  And it was in your left hand? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Now, after you pushed the door open and shined 
the light in did you see anyone in there?  Or just tell us in 
your own words what you saw and what happened.   
A.  When I shined my flashlight into the bedroom initially I did not 
see anybody.  However, almost immediately Gregg did appear and I 
was able to see him.  That was the first time I saw him and it 
was, didn't take very long, just a few seconds, but my initial, 
when I initially illuminated the bedroom I did not see anybody. 
Q.  Okay.  Was there a was the overhead light on in the 
bedroom? 
A.  The best of my recollection, no, there were no 
lights on in his bedroom. 
Q.  No lights at all? 
A.  Best I can recall. 
Q.  Now, as you indicated, Gregg appeared at the 
door.  Did you know Gregg Sevier before this night?   
A.  I had never met Gregg before. 
Q.  Okay.  So you had had no contact with him whatsoever? 
A.  As far as I know I had never met him. 
Q.  When he came to the door could you describe what you 
did or what conversation you had then? 
A.  When Gregg came to 
the door I was able to tell by the way he was standing up, he 
did not look like he was injured to me so my major concern went 
from the fact that I needed to check to see if he was injured or 
not to loss of my own safety, and he came to the door and kind 
of had himself positioned so that I could only see half of his 
body.  He was kind of blocking the left half of his body, I 
believe, with his, with the door jamb, with the you know how the 
door goes like that with the wall to the door, the entryway to 
the door, so I immediately asked Gregg to show me his hands.  My 
police training tells me that when you're dealing with somebody, 
particularly somebody when you have information that they could 



be armed , to see both of their hands, because that's how you're 
going to get hurt.   
Q.  Okay.  Over your right shoulder, 
Officer, is a diagram.  I would ask you to look at that and 
familiarize yourself with it, if you can.  Go ahead.  If you 
need to step down and look at it, go ahead.  Does that look 
familiar or appear to be the interior of the Sevier home? 
A.  Yes, it does. 
Q.  Okay.  And the top is north and the top is 
the front door; is that right? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q. Okay.  Need to stand so the jury can see.  Would you just, using 
your finger, point to where you came in the house and where you 
went originally and where you were standing when you first saw 
Gregg Sevier. 
A.  I entered the house through the front door, 
walked to this area.  I came to this hallway, and walked down 
the hallway to this part of the door is where I stopped; leaned 
over and picked the lock in the door.  I believe the lock on the 
door is on the far, guess it would be my right, right part of 
the door.   
Q.  Okay.  Now you indicated when he was standing 
at the doorway you could see the right portion of his body.  How 
was he positioned, if you could just point to his positioning 
with respect to the door jamb? 
A.  I'm assuming that this is 
the doorway right here.  He was kind of just on the corner of it 
(indicating), and  
Q.  So what did you say once you saw him 
and asked to see his hands?  What happened then? 
A.  He wouldn't show me his other hand. 
Q.  Okay, you can sit back down. 
A.  Okay. 
Q.  What, in your own words, happened after that? 
If you could just continue as best you 
recall, what happened? 
A.  I kept asking Gregg to show me his 
hands and he wouldn't show me his hands.  I remember that my 
main focus was on the fact that I knew that if I could see his 
other hand and that there was no knife there, that we were going 
to that he wasn't in any threat and that I wasn't in any threat 
and we would be able to continue talking to him and I would be 
able to talk to him and find out what the problem was, but I 
needed to find out if he had a weapon in his hand.  He wouldn't 
show me his hand and eventually he switched, he produced a knife 
and put it into his hand and squared himself into the doorway so 
that he was now in the doorway with the hand, I mean with the 
knife in his hand.  At that point I backed away from him and had 
my gun out of my holster and I'm going and I've also realized 
that Officer Phillips is there and we were going, Gregg, put 
down the knife, drop the knife, and the music, I, if I'm 
recalling correctly the music is still blaring very loud so 
we're yelling at him, we're commanding him to drop the knife, 
drop the knife, drop the knife, that's what we needed him to do, 
is to put down the knife.  Well, he won't put down the knife and 
he starts the only thing I can remember Gregg saying throughout 
the whole incident that sticks in my mind is he kept repeating 



to his Mom, I love you, Mom, I love you, and he wasn't really 
talking to us, he was kind of looking right through me, looking 
at me, and it seems to me that he was focusing on me and he just 
kept saying, Mom, I love you, Mom, I love you, repeating that. 
Q.  Okay.  Officer, did you ever take your weapon out before 
you saw the knife? 
A.  Best of my recollection, I did not.  I 
probably had my, I think, I can remember having my hand on the 
gun but I don't think I completely took it out of the holster, 
when I was dealing with him, when I couldn't when, when I 
don't believe that I completely took my gun out of that holster 
until he had produced that knife, that's until I saw the knife 
for the first time.   
Q.  Now when you actually saw the knife, 
would you show the jury on the diagram where he was standing at 
that point? 
A.  As said, he was kind of blading himself, his 
body, to the door so that I could to the door so that I could 
not see his other hand.  He then brought the knife up like this 
and kind of squared himself into the doorway and he was holding 
the knife like this, in a manner like that.  I think at that 
point, that's when I started to move back away from him and I 
had my gun drawn.   
Q.  Okay.  Now where did you move when you 
moved back away, if you'd just point that out? 
A.  Well, there is the other bedroom and I started to move back away 
from 
him, trying to talk to him, and I moved back as far as I could 
but there was something behind me that stopped me from moving, 
and I had moved back as far as I could, and that's when I 
stopped moving back, when I ran into whatever it was, and I 
learned later it was a bed.   
Q.  Okay.  Did you actually move through this doorway and back 
into this room? 
A.  Well, from what I can recall, the doorway was partially open and I 
had to 
kick with my foot to get it to open so that I could get, get 
back into it, but I did move into that bedroom. 
Q.  So you actually were inside the room? 
A.  Yes, I was.   
Q.  Now, where, when you first well, let's ask this question first.  
When 
did you first become aware of Officer Phillips' presence? 
A. I think the first time I was really absolutely aware of his 
presence is when Gregg had the knife like this and I 
was backing away from him and I looked over and saw Jim and he 
was also saying, Drop the knife, drop the knife. 
Q.  And where was he? 
A.  He was kind of over in this area.  Yeah, 
here's the door; was kind of over here.  My I was focusing on 
Gregg and I wasn't real aware of what was going on around me. 
As I was backing away I think that was the first time I became 
aware of Officer Phillips' presence.   
Q.  Okay.  did Officer Phillips have his weapon drawn at that 
point?  
A.  I wasn't looking at him. 
Q.  Now, after you got in this position where 



you able to see Officer Phillips? 
A.  As I backed, was backed into the room?  No, I couldn't.   
All I you know, it's probably a 
geographical possibility that I could of but I was doing nothing 
but looking at Gregg, trying to get him to drop the knife.   
Q. Okay.  When Officer Phillips is here in this area of the hallway 
and you're in this area in the bedroom, where was Gregg 
Sevier? 
A.  Gregg was still, was, was still in his doorway 
and he was just becoming more and more upset, and, like I say, 
the only thing I can really remember him saying is he was 
telling his mom that I love him that I love, I love you, Mom. 
Q.  Okay.  When you say doorway, in this area?   
A.  I'm getting confused.  On this doorway, that's correct. 
Q.  Okay. At any point did Gregg Sevier move out of that 
doorway?  
A.  Yes, he did. 
Q.  Okay.  Why don't you have a seat.  And would 
you just tell us after you were all in those positions, what 
happened then? 
A.  Are you just wanting to know what Gregg 
did or what position I was in or  
Q.  When you were in the, just slightly inside the bedroom and  
Officer Phillips was in the hallway and Gregg had the knife 
first of all, you had your fist how was he holding the knife?   
Which way was the blade?   
A. He originally, when I originally had drawn my gun and had it out 
it was like this (indicating).  He then began to move it 
up. 
Q.  Okay, and where was the blade from your hand?  Was it 
off of your little finger or off of your thumb, the blade of the 
knife? 
A.  Oh, the blade was off, was off the pinky, was off, 
was like this (indicating).  At that point do you want me to go 
on?   
Q.  Go right ahead. 
A.  At that point I then had my, 
my weapon pointed at him with the flashlight underneath it, and 
I'm going, Gregg I didn't know what his name, I didn't even know 
what his name was I'm going, Drop the, drop the knife, drop the 
knife, drop the knife; keep repeating it, tell him to drop the 
knife, and all I can remember is he's not talking back to me, 
he's just going, Mom, I love you, I love you, and it seemed like 
we told him that and kept repeating it and I eventually thought 
to myself, well, this, this isn't working, me telling him to 
drop the knife.  I then began to try to talk to him.  I said, 
Gregg I said, we don't want to take you anywhere, we don't want 
to hurt you, we just want to talk to you, and it was not much 
longer after that he said something, I don't at the initial time 
that I was interviewed on this I couldn't recall what it was but 
after thinking about it I think the last thing that he said was, 
Mom, I love you, and that is when he had the knife like this 
(indicating) and lunged at me and ran at me, and that's when we 
fired; that's when I fired.   
Q.  Okay.  He was actually coming at you with the knife? 
A.  He, oh yes, he was coming at me very hard and  
Q.  How far were you away from him when he started his approach, 



approximately? 
A.  How far away was I when he lunged at me? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  I would say four to five feet. 
Q.  And you fired your weapon at him.  Is that 
correct? 
A.  He had the knife like this.  As he came at me 
with the knife I fired my weapon at him.   
Q.  Were you actually aiming through the sights of your handgun? 
A.  No, I was not aiming. 
Q.  Was it what's called point shoulder, is 
that what it would be called? 
A.  That's right.  If I, if I can show you I'll show you how I 
have  
Q.  Sure, stand up and demonstrate how you were.   
A.  I was like this and when he came at me, that's when I fired, 
I'm saying. 
Q.  Now, Officer, do you know how many times you fired? 
A.  To the best of my recollection, I did what I fired twice, you know, 
there is a possibility that I could have fired once and there's 
a possibility that I could have fired three times.  I have since 
learned that I fired three times.   
Q.  But at the time what did you  
A.  But at the time I was under the impression that 
I had fired twice.   
Q.  And where were you trying to strike 
Gregg Sevier when you were firing? 
A.  We are trained to shoot what is known as center mass.  May I 
stand?  
Q. Certainly. 
A.  Which is up through here on, on the, it's the 
upper torso and that's where we are trained to shoot and that's 
where I was aiming (indicating). 
Q.  Now,  
A.  I shouldn't say that's where I was aiming, that's because  
I wasn't using my sights but that's where my gun was pointing,  
was center mass. 
Q.  Did you know at the time that you fired whether Officer 
Phillips was firing or not? 
A.  I don't understand what you mean.  Did I know when I was  
firing my gun that he was also firing? 
Q.  Did you know, could you see you couldn't see 
Officer Phillips? 
A.  No, I could not. 
Q.  Did you know whether or not he had fired his weapon? 
A.  I could, I could actually, I could actually hear his gun 
going off and it seems to me that I could differentiate his  
gun going off more than mine, but I did not actually see  
Officer Phillips fire his weapon.   
Q.  Did you have any idea how many times he 
fired? 
A.  I had no clue. 
Q.  Now, after you fired where did Gregg Sevier end up? 
A.  Well, the first thing that I can, that I recall after I  
fired was he wound up on the, on the 
floor, which was right next to the bed, in the room that I was 
in.  He came to rest inside the room that I was in by the bed. 



Q.  So he continued forward, is that correct, as opposed to 
backwards? 
A.  Yes, he did.   
Q.  Were you wearing I know some officers have what they call  
a protective vest.  Were you wearing a protective vest that 
night? A.  Yes, I was, I was wearing my bulletproof vest. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, protective vests, to the best of your knowledge, 
what protection to they provide against sharp instruments, 
knives?  
A.  The training I have received and from the information  
I have had, protective vests do not provide protection against sharp 
penetrating objects such as knives. 
Q.  Have you at any point ever looked at your vest to see  
whether there's any indication on there as to whether it 
protects?  
A.  Yes, I have.  When I first purchased the vest and took 
ownership of it, which was sometime last summer, there was a  
warning on it that this vest does not offer adequate protection  
against sharp penetrating objects, such as knives.   
Q.  So you were aware of that on the 
morning of April 21st. 
A.  Yes, I am.  I was aware of that. 
Q.  Officer, ever in your two, slightly over two years 
on the Police Department have you ever had occasion before where 
you were required to take your service weapon out of the 
holster? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  And approximately how many times do you think that's 
happened?  
A.  Do you mean how many times have I had to take my weapon out  
and point it at a human being or just take my weapon out?   
Q.  Just take it out, first of all let's talk about. 
A.  Generally whenever we conduct a 
building search for an alarm or there is an open door and we are 
responding to alarm and we have to go through to clear the 
building, we do that with our weapons out while we're clearing 
the building.  There has been I believe that's been the majority 
of the times that I've had, that I have pulled my weapon out, 
and that's during building searches.   
Q.  So that's basically to go into a building where you  
don't know whether anybody's in there or not? 
A.  That's correct, when we are responding to 
an alarm or we find an open door. 
Q.  Now, have you ever in the line of duty  
had to draw your weapon and point it at a human being? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  And how many times has that occurred? 
A.  I couldn't tell you for sure but I believe it's 
under ten. 
Q.  Have you ever had to fire your weapon at a 
person before?   
A.  No, I have not. 
Q.  Why were you able to avoid firing in those other circumstances? 
A.  In the other circumstances in which I have not, my, my life was not 
in 
immediate danger, I didn't feel that my life or that of another 
was in immediate danger, and I didn't believe it warranted me 



firing my weapon at the other subject.   
Q.  Okay.  After you had your weapon out on those occasions were you 
ever 
attacked by someone?  
A.  No, I was not. 
Q.  Now, once you actually had your weapon drawn and trained  
on Gregg Sevier did you consider him at least constructively  
under arrest?  Was he free to go at that point? 
A.  Once he pulled the gun out, or 
I'm, excuse me, pulled the knife out and had produced it and was 
aiming it he was probably going to be under arrest for 
aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer. 
Q.  Did you make any attempt to try to knock the knife out of his hand 
with 
your flashlight or anything like that?   
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  And why didn't you try to do that? 
A.  Because in the training that I've had I have not we have been 
trained that it's you don't try to take knives away 
from people.  It's just not something that can be done without 
it's without getting yourself hurt. 
Q.  So you never made any 
attempt to try to strike him with the flashlight or baton; is 
that correct? 
A.  No, I did not.  
Q.  Have you had any training on how far away a person has  
to be with a knife before you're safe or not in their zone of 
danger?  
A.  I'm going to quote you a figure that I cannot be for sure of but I 
do 
remember viewing a film by, that is called Surviving Edge 
Weapons in which they state that someone can cover, a suspect 
can cover 21 feet before you can have your weapon out and fire. 
Q.  And that's been part of your training  
A.  That is a film that we have, that I have viewed while I was in the 
Police 
Department.   
Q.  Officer Bordman, why did you shoot Gregg 
Sevier on that morning? 
A.  shot Gregg because I felt that my life was in danger and 
that he was going to stab me. 
Q.  Did you ask him repeatedly to drop the knife? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Although I am aware that you weren't sure how many 
shots were fired, why did you fire more than one? 
A.  Because we are also trained to, whenever we are being approached by 
a 
threat in which it's a life endangering situation, to fire until 
the threat stops, until whatever is making us fire has stopped. 
Q.  Is that what you did? 
A.  That's what I did. 
Q.  Did you or anyone else fire any shots after Gregg Sevier was down 
on 
the ground? 
A.  I did not, not to my knowledge. 
Q.  Now  
A.  Can I go back? 



Q.  Sure. 
A.  Once I was totally aware that he was lying on the ground,  
is that what you mean? 
Q.  Yeah.   
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  Did you make any steps to determine his physical condition  
immediately after he went down? 
A.  Yes, I did.  I immediately, after the 
situation had been put in was in control and I had decocked my 
weapon and holstered my weapon, I then was down at Gregg's side 
and I was checking, checking for a pulse and kind of surveying 
the wounds that he had. 
Q.  Did you find any pulse? 
A.  I was, I was not able to find a pulse.  I'm not sure.  I was 
looking for one but I do not recall actually getting a pulse. 
Q.  With each witness we've had before, Officer, we've asked 
at this point whether you have anything else that you want to 
say, something that you recall about this incident or something 
you think is relevant.  Is there anything that you can think of 
that you would like to tell the jury or, or me? 
A.  No, not that I can think of. 
Q.  Also, unlike a courtroom proceeding, in an inquest the 
coroner and the jurors are permitted to ask 
you questions, and I indicated earlier that you didn't have to 
answer my questions; you said you would be glad to.  I trust 
that you would be willing to answer any questions the jury may 
have about this incident?   
A.  Cooperate in any way.  
MR. FLORY: Does the jury have any questions? 
JUROR KRING: Approximately how far would you say 
it was from Gregg's bedroom door to the bed where you backed up 
against the bed?   
A.  From his bedroom door to the bed? 
JUROR KRING: Well, from Gregg's bedroom door to where 
you had backed against the bed in his parents' bedroom. 
A. Okay, where the bed was originally or where the bed wound up? 
Because I, I, I knocked into the bed.   
JUROR KRING: Okay, approximately the distance you were from 
Gregg?  
A.  I would approximate probably five to six feet. 
JUROR KRING: Five to six feet, okay.  So that's pretty close proximity 
once 
he moved toward you?   
A.  It was, it was close. 
JUROR BARBUSH: Where was Gregg when he lunged at you? 
A.  When Gregg initiated the attack he was in his doorway.  Yes, ma'am. 
JUROR VANSAUN: When you backed into the other room do you 
remember if it was dark in there or if the lights were on? 
A. It seems like the light in the other room was on.  I can't be 
for sure of that but I've thought about it and it seems like it 
was on.   
JUROR VANSAUN: But your recollection was that the 
light was off in Gregg's room? 
A.  That's my recollection. 
MR. FLORY: Were you wearing your uniform? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
DR. MODDRELL: Where was your night stick?  Do you 



remember anything about your night stick? 
A.  I know that when I entered the house my night stick was in  
the baton holder and that, I also know that I never took my 
night stick out of the baton holder.  I know it wound up not in 
the baton holder but that's where it was when I went, entered 
the house.   
DR. MODDRELL: And then where was your flashlight?  Was it on your 
waist when you first went in?   
A.  No, I had my flashlight in my hand.   
Q. (BY MR. FLORY) It was in which hand, your 
left hand? 
A.  Yes (indicating). 
Q.  Once you were in the bedroom was there any exit out of  
that from the house?  Is there an outside in other words, could  
you get out of that bedroom? 
A.  That's unknown to me. 
Q.  You didn't see a door to get out? 
A.  I did not see a door. 
MR. FLORY: I don't believe we have any further questions.  Thank you, 
Officer. 
DR. MODDRELL: Should we recess for about 10 
minutes?. 
MR. FLORY: I would think maybe 15 at this time of 
the day.   
(A recess was taken) JAMES PHILLIPS, called as 
a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as 
follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Would you please tell the jury your name? 
A.  James Phillips. 
Q.  And I think the coroner has asked you to speak 
as loudly as you can so that the microphone picks you up. 
What's your occupation, sir? 
A.  I am a police officer with the City of Lawrence, Kansas. 
Q.  And how long have you been 
a police officer for Lawrence? 
A.  13 and a half years. 
Q. Prior to that, Officer Phillips, did you have any law 
enforcement experience?  Did you work anywhere else before 
that? 
A.  I was a reserve police officer with the Overland 
Park Police Department for about a year and a half. 
Q.  And what's your education? 
A.  High school education.  I'm currently attending Johnson 
County Community College. 
Q.  And what type of courses are you taking there? 
A.  Administration of justice. 
Q.  Officer Phillips, what training did you 
receive, just generally, when you first joined the Police 
Department?   
A.  When I first joined the Police Department I 
attended the first Lawrence academy held at the law enforcement 
center here in Lawrence, I believe it was something like 5409 
hours. 
Q.  Did you cover a number of different subjects in 
that academy? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  As a part of that training did you also receive firearms 



training?  
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  And you qualified in the use of your service weapon?   
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  What type of weapon is that? 
A.  Right now I carry a SIG Sauer nine millimeter 
pistol. 
Q.  Did you receive any training in self-defense or 
have you ever received any training in self-defense? 
A.  Yes, I have.   
Q.  Could you explain to us what that consists of? 
A.  Well, we've had some basic firearms qualification.  I 
have received a limited amount of knife defense training, PR24 
training.  I am currently a weapons retention disarmament 
techniques instructor and some basic come along techniques.   
Q. You mentioned PR24 training.  That's a baton; is that 
correct? 
A.  Yes, sir, it is. 
Q.  Were you working on the early morning hours of April 21st, 
1991?  
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And what shift were you working that morning? 
A. Midnight to 8:00 shift. 
Q.  Did you have a particular area of 
assignment or what was your unit? 
A.  On that night I was assigned to unit 120,  
which is a back car, so I had basically the entire city.   
Q.  You just go wherever they send you to 
back the original officer or the initially dispatched officer; 
is that correct? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  And during that shift do you recall receiving a dispatch to  
back an officer at 1627 East 18th Terrace? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Do you remember approximately what time you got that call? 
A.  Approximately 2:30 in the morning.   
Q.  And do you remember where you were at the time? 
A.  When I received the call I believe I was at Harvard and Iowa 
Streets.  
Q.  So you were all the way across town basically at that point? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Not completely but some distance away.  What 
officer were you assigned to back, if you recall? 
A.  Officer Ted Bordman. 
Q.  And while you were on the way to the 1627 
East 18th Terrace did you encounter any difficulty in driving to 
that location?   
A.  At Ninth and Vermont I was eastbound on Ninth Street and 
there was an old black Chevrolet pickup truck 
that ran a red light in front of me.  It was southbound on 
Vermont. 
Q.  Okay.  Did you stop that truck  
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  on the way?  Did you spend very much time with them? 
A.  Maybe two minutes, maybe less. 
Q.  Now, we earlier heard a radio traffic tape that went from the 
dispatch 



until after the shooting incident in which an officer was 
indicating that there was a truck sitting at a certain location 
and asked other officers to watch it.  Was that you talking to 
other officers?  
A.  Yes, it was. 
Q.  What I plan to do at this point, Officer Phillips, is ask  
you a number of questions about what happened that morning at  
1627 East 18th Street Terrace.  But before I do that I want to 
ask if you understand that you don't have to answer the 
questions that I ask you?  Do you understand that?   
A.  Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  And this proceeding, this coroner's inquest, you, the coroner's 
jury and 
the coroner also have the opportunity to ask you questions.  Do 
you understand that you don't have to answer the questions that 
they may wish to ask? 
A.  Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  With that in mind, will you answer the questions that I 
have, and the coroner and the jury?   
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  When you were dispatched 
originally do you recall what you were told the nature of the 
call was?  In other words, what were you going to investigate? 
  A.  I don't remember the exact wording but basically it was a 
suicidal subject with a butcher knife who had been involved in a 
domestic argument with his girlfriend. 
Q.  And what, if anything, did you think your assignment or role 
was?  
A. Well, to resolve the situation as peacefully as possible, get 
the individual to talk with us and see if we could resolve the 
problem. 
Q.  When you arrived was, were there any 
other officers there already? 
A.  Officer Bordman was already there.  
Q.  And he was the only officer there? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Would you just describe for us as best you can 
remember exactly what you did when you first arrived at that 
location. 
A.  I went up to the front door of the residence 
and knocked on the side of the house with my flashlight and I 
made eye contact with the, who was later identified to me to be 
the elder Mr. Sevier.  As soon as I made eye contact with him I 
walked into the residence, walked to the hallway, and looked to 
my left, which would be towards the east, and saw Officer 
Bordman standing at the end of the hallway.   
Q.  Okay, you said you make eye contact, I trust what, through just a 
screen door or a glass door? 
A.  It was a glass door. 
Q.  And when you saw Officer Bordman at the end of the 
hallway what did you do then? 
A.  I walked up to where he was standing and stood behind his 
right shoulder.  
Q.  Did you say anything to him at that point? 
A.  I don't think so. 
Q. Did you have your service weapon drawn at that point? 
A.  At that point, no, sir. 



Q.  And just tell us, if you would, what 
you remember observing from there on. 
A.  There was very loud what I would call heavy metal music 
coming from the bedroom that the, Mr. Sevier was in, and I  
heard Officer Bordman say something to the effect of, Put the 
knife down, put your hands out where we can see them.   
Q.  At that point could you see 
who he was talking to? 
A.  I could see a little bit.  The 
individual was standing behind the door.  The door was open 
maybe four to six inches.  I could see the left side of his face 
and his left shoulder.   
Q.  Were you on Officer Bordman's left side or right side? 
A.  I was on his, behind his right shoulder.   
Q.  And at that time you say he was referring to 
a knife.  Did you see any knife?   
A.  Not at that time, no, sir. 
Q.  What happened after that? 
A.  Officer Bordman again told him basically to put the knife  
down, put his hands out where he could see them, and at that  
point Officer Bordman looked at me and says, I think he still  
has a knife in his hand. 
Q.  Did that indicate to you that Officer Bordman 
didn't actually know at that point whether he had a knife? 
A. I don't know what Officer Bordman knew at that time.   
Q.  But he said, I think he still has a knife? 
A.  To the best of my knowledge, yes. 
Q.  And after Officer Bordman said that to 
you, what did you do? 
A.  At that point I took out my service 
pistol and held it down behind my right leg. 
Q.  And if you just describe what happened after that. 
A.  Officer Bordman again said, Put the knife down, put your  
hands out where I can see them.  I could see some movement in  
the bedroom, I couldn't see exactly what was going on, and then  
Officer Bordman jumped from across the hallway to the opposite  
side bedroom where the doors the door that Mr.  Sevier was  
behind was just opposite the room that Officer Bordman jumped  
behind.   
Q.  Behind you to your right is a diagram.   
Would you look at that and see if you 
can recognize that as a diagram of the interior of the 
residence?  Take a moment to familiarize yourself with it. 
A.  To the best of my knowledge that is an accurate 
representation.   
Q.  Okay.  Now, would you go ahead and step 
down, and don't block the jury, but would you point to where 
Officer Bordman was when you first arrived, if you just put your 
finger there and point to where he was when you first got 
there? 
A.  Let's see, I'm assuming this is the door to the 
bedroom?  Officer Bordman would have been somewhere in here when 
I first got there (indicating).  
Q.  Okay.  And where did you stand when you first got there? 
A.  If he was standing approximately here, then I would have 
been right behind his right shoulder.   
Q.  Okay.  Now just to make sure we're clear, this line doesn't  



come across over here but this room has 
been identified as Gregg Sevier's bedroom? 
A.  Correct. 
Q.  Okay.  And so you he was where? 
A.  Somewhere in this 
area (indicating).  I don't remember if we were up to the door 
of this bedroom or we were next to it or in front of it, but in 
this area somewhere. 
Q.  Okay.  Now this is the Judy Hoffman 
bedroom.   
A.  Correct. 
Q.  We're straight on that? 
A.  Yeah. 
Q.  Okay, so he was back here and you were back here 
and Gregg Sevier was over here? 
A.  Yes, he was standing in 
the doorway, with the door closed, except for it was open about 
four to six inches.   
Q.  Okay.  And you said that Officer Bordman, I can't remember  
what you said, moved across or jumped across the hallway.   
From where to where did he go? 
A.  From this area into this room. 
Q.  And this is another bedroom? 
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Where did you go at that point, if anywhere? 
A.  I took about two steps backwards and to my right. 
Q.  So this, to the right here? 
A.  Two steps back from where I was standing and then a little bit to 
the 
right, so I was closer to this wall.   
Q.  Would you tell us where Gregg Sevier was at that point? 
A.  At that point he had come out of his bedroom and was 
standing, I can't remember but I believe his right foot may  
have been right at the threshold of the doorway and he was  
standing out in the hallway. 
Q.  Were you able to see him completely at that point? 
A. Mostly completely, yes. 
Q.  Could you tell whether he was 
armed with any type of weapon at that point? 
A.  Yes, sir, at that point he was armed with a large butcher 
knife. 
THEREUPON, Exhibit 5 was marked for 
identification.)  
Q.  Were you able to see the knife fairly 
clearly? 
A.  Yes, sir, very clearly. 
Q.  Ask you to examine State's Exhibit, or not State's Exhibit; 
Coroner's 
Exhibit 5 and ask if that looks similar to the knife that Gregg 
Sevier was holding? 
A.  Yes, sir, it does. 
Q.  Okay. 
Could you describe for us the manner in which the knife was 
being held? 
A.  He held the knife in this fashion 
(indicating).  The handle part was up here towards his thumb, 
the blade was down towards the heel of his hand, with the 



cutting edge lower than the top part.  
Q.  Now when this movement occurred and you were able to see  
Gregg Sevier, were you also able to see Officer Bordman? 
A.  No, sir, I could not see Officer Bordman at that time. 
Q.  And why is that? 
A.  He was, my vision of him was obscured by the 
hallway wall here and the fact that he was back in the 
bedroom. 
Q.  Okay.  So at that point he was in you were in 
this vicinity and he was in this vicinity and you could not see 
him because of this (indicating)?  
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  What happened then, if you'd just tell us as best you can 
remember?   
A.  Officer Bordman told him to drop the knife, 
we just wanted to talk to him. 
Q.  And did he get any response to that statement? 
A.  No, sir, he did not. 
Q.  What happened after that? 
A.  At that point I pulled out my PR24, my baton, and held it in 
my left hand no, I'm sorry, I initially called for more 
assistance on my portable radio and then I pulled out my baton,  
running through several options in my mind, and at that point I  
told Mr. Sevier to drop the knife, we just wanted to talk to him 
and that no one had been hurt yet. 
Q.  Okay.  And why did you take your baton out? 
A.  Like I said, I was exploring options, what I could do to try to 
disarm 
him. 
Q.  Were you thinking about trying to strike him or the 
knife with the baton?   
A.  My initial thought was to try to 
use the baton to hit the upper part of his wrist and possibly 
knock the knife out of his hand.   
Q.  How far was he from you at that point? 
A.  Approximately four feet. 
Q.  Did you try to do that? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  And could you tell us why you didn't try to do that? 
A.  Mr. Sevier was looking back and forth to  
Officer Bordman and to me and he was 
in a defensive stance mode and I did not feel that I would have 
had enough time to get in there and effect a strong enough 
strike without putting myself in any further danger.   
Q.  I think you indicated earlier you have had some advanced training 
or more than just the basic training in the use of the 
PR24? 
A.  Yes, sir, I have. 
Q.  And in that training do they teach you  
the limitations of its use, in other words, what 
you can and can't do with it? 
A.  Yes, they do. 
Q.  In your opinion, would you have been able to disarm Gregg Sevier 
without presenting a danger to yourself?  
A.  No, sir. 
Q.  Did you keep your baton out? 
A.  No, sir.  At that point, once I realized that would not be  



effective I put my baton away. 
Q.  You still had your service weapon out? 
A.  That is correct. 
Q.  Did you have it pointed at Gregg Sevier? 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q.  And I think you said you also told him to 
drop the knife? 
A.  Yes, I did.   
Q.  Did you tell him more than once? 
A.  No, sir, I only told him once. 
Q.  What, as best you now at that point you had called for assistance. 
I noticed when you said that you reached up like that. 
How do you call? 
A.  Well, we carry portable radios on our 
belts and we have extension cord microphones that I usually clip 
to my coat, wither to the lapel or to the inside, and I 
normally, if I'm wearing my heavy coat it's usually right here 
where I can get to it; in my summer coat or shirt sleeves, then 
it's on the lapel, the epaulet.  
Q.  So when you made the call 
for assistance, at that point no shots had been fired? 
A. That's correct. 
Q.  What steps did you take after that to 
deal with the problem that you were facing? 
A.  Well, at that point Officer Bordman had again told Mr. 
Sevier to drop the knife, that we just wanted to talk to him.   
Q.  Do you recall what happened then? 
A.  Mr. Sevier looked over my shoulder and I'm not quite sure 
who he was looking at but his quote was, I love you, Mom. 
Q.  Did you have any idea what he meant when he said that? 
A.  I had a pretty good idea. 
Q. Was Mrs. Sevier there? 
A.  I assume so.  like I say, I did not, I did not know where  
she was at that point. 
Q.  After the statement, I love you, Mom, did he say that more than 
once? 
A.  Well, the first time he said I love you, Mom, and 
then the second time he said, Mom, I love you.   
Q.  And after that what happened? 
A.  That's when he raised the knife and started after Officer 
Bordman.  
Q.  Okay.  Would you just stand up and demonstrate his action as 
you viewed it with the knife at that point? 
A.  Okay, as I viewed it he was standing 
here in this position.  He said, Mom, I love you, and he raised 
the knife and started towards Officer Bordman (indicating). 
Q.  Now Officer Bordman was out of your view still at this 
point?   
A.  That's correct. 
Q.  Was he just walking in that direction? 
A.  He took a step.  Whether it was a walking 
step, running step, I don't know. 
Q.  And what did you do, if anything, in response to him taking  
the step toward Officer Bordman? 
A.  At that point I fired my service pistol. 
Q. Do you know how many times you fired? 
A.  Three times. 



Q.  And were you aiming through the sights of your pistol? 
A. No, sir.  I was using what they call point shoulder position. 
Q.  What were you pointing at as far as the portion of his 
body? 
A.  Well, actually his right side was exposed to me so 
I was pointing at the center of mass or basically the center of 
his right side. 
Q.  At that point, Officer Phillips, were you 
attempting to protect yourself? 
A.  No, sir, not myself. 
Q.  Did you feel that Officer Bordman was in imminent 
danger? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  Now, Officer Wheeler appeared at some point.  When did you  
first or Sergeant Wheeler. When did you first become aware of 
his presence?   
A.  I became aware of his presence after the shots had been fired and 
I thought it was he who called on the radio for an 
ambulance. 
Q.  Was he behind you or in front of you or 
where? 
A.  He was back behind me. 
Q.  When you fired were you aware of whether or not Officer 
Bordman had fired? 
A.  No, sir, I had no idea.   
Q.  When you fired your weapon what was your intent? 
A.  To stop the hostilities against Officer 
Bordman.   
Q.  Why did you fire more than once? 
A.  In our training, especially when we had, when we went, converted 
over 
to the SIG Sauer automatic, semiautomatic pistols, we started 
doing series of different events in our qualification courses 
and the basic concept is that you fire as many shots as 
necessary to stop the hostilities. 
Q.  Is that what you felt that you did on that morning?   
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  After the shots had been fired and Gregg Sevier was down, what did 
you do 
at that point? 
A.  I moved to the bedroom where Officer 
Bordman and Mr. Sevier were and checked to make sure that Mr. 
Sevier was no longer a threat to Officer Bordman. 
Q.  Did you determine that he was no longer a threat? 
A.  It was my opinion that at that time he was no longer a 
threat. Q.  Did you see the knife at that point?   
A.  Not at that point, no. 
Q.  Sometime later did you see it? 
A.  Yes.  We found the knife behind the headboard of the bed in  
that room laying on the floor. 
Q.  Officer Phillips, I may have asked this but 
I'm not sure.  About how far distance wise were you from Gregg 
Sevier when you fired? 
A.  Approximately four feet. 
Q.  Prior to this morning, April 21st, had you had any dealings with 
Gregg Sevier, any personal dealings? 
A.  Not that I, not that I can recall, no.  



Q.  Did you even know who you were dealing 
with that morning when you got there?  Did you know the name of 
the individual? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  In your 13 and a half years on the department have you  
ever had occasion to draw your service weapon and point it  
at a person? 
A.  Yes, sir, I have. 
Q.  Have you ever before had to fire your weapon at 
a person? 
A.  No, sir. 
Q.  And you did have to fire this time.  Could you tell us why 
it was necessary to fire this time 
and not the other times?   
A.  As I said, in this particular 
instance I felt Officer Bordman's safety was in jeopardy.  The 
other situations where I had drawn my service pistol, whether it 
be a revolver or a semiautomatic pistol, the situation resolved 
itself basically. 
Q.  By resolved itself, how do things 
resolve themselves? 
A.  The person that I was pointing my 
pistol at ceased his hostilities or surrendered. 
Q.  Did you ever, before this occasion had you ever been, once you had 
your 
weapon out, attacked by anyone?   
A.  No, never have. 
Q.  At any point in the past have you been attacked by a person 
carrying a knife? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  And how long ago was that? 
A.  I believe it was in 1979. 
Q.  Were you injured? 
A.  Slightly, yes. 
Q.  After the shooting, Officer Phillips, did you hear any 
member of the family discussing the shooting and why it may  
have occurred?   
A.  The comment that I heard shortly after the shooting, while we were 
still in the hallway, person later identified to be, to me to be 
Mrs. Sevier was speaking to another Indian female subject and 
said, They had to do it or he would have done it himself, or 
words to that effect. 
Q.  You distinctly remember that? 
A.  Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  Did you make a written statement that night? 
A.  That morning, yes. 
Q.  Or that morning? 
A.  Yes. 
 
THEREUPON, Exhibit 6 was marked for 
identification.) 
Q.  Show you Coroner's Exhibit 6 and ask you 
if you would look at this document, consisting of seven pages, 
and tell me whether it's an accurate photocopy of the written 
statement that you made on the morning of April 21st? 
EXHIBIT 6 
 



LAWRENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT FORM Case 
No. 914460 04/21/91 0640 I, the undersigned, James H. Phillips 
am 37 years of age, having been born on 12/01/53, at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Ks.  I now work at 111 E 11th Lawrence, Ks, phone 
number 8517210.  I have been duly warned and advised by Det. S 
Zarnou, a person who has identified him/herself as 
Detective, that,  At 0230 hours date unit 125, Officer T. Bordman and I 
were 
dispatched to 1627 E 18th St. Terr. ref. a suicidal subject with a 
butcher knife.  When I arrived I walked to the front door of the 
house.  The inside door was open and I could see a male subject 
standing in the hallway.  I knocked on the side of the house and 
made eye contact with the male and then entered the house.  I 
walked to the hallway and looked to the east.  I saw Officer 
Bordman standing along the north wall of the hallway, facing 
east.  There was loud, heavy metal music coming from the north 
east bedroom, next to where Officer Bordman was standing.  I 
walked up behind Officer Bordman's right shoulder and heard 
Bordman say at least three times, something to the effect of Put 
the knife down and put your hands where I can see them.   
 
As I looked over Bordman's shoulder, I could see that the 
bedroom door was opened approx. four to six inches.  A male 
subject was standing at the opening.  I could see the left half 
of his face and his left shoulder and arm.  His arm was behind 
his back. Between the next to the last and the last time 
Bordman told the subject to lay the knife down, Bordman turned 
to me and said "I think he still has the knife," or words to 
that effect.  After the last time Bordman asked the subject to 
put the knife down I could see the subject moving, although I 
could not see what he was doing. 
 
At that point Bordman jumped across the hallway into a bedroom 
just opposite of the subject's bedroom.  Bordman began yelling, 
"Drop the knife." Bordman ordered subject to drop the knife 
several times as the subject came out of his bedroom. When 
the subject came out of his room I could see that he was wearing 
a black T-shirt and blue jeans.  The subject was holding a 
butcher knife in his right hand.  The knife was held at approx. 
chin level by the subject and the handle was at the thumb with 
the blade lower than the of his hand.  The cutting edge was 
down.  The subject, by the expression on his face, appeared to 
be upset.  Bordman told him to put the knife down and that we 
only wanted to talk to him. 
 
I used my portable radio and called for more assistance.  I 
then took my PR24 baton out of its holster and held the baton in 
my left hand.  I was going to try to strike subject's right 
wrist behind the thumb to make him drop the knife.  I then told 
subject that no one has been hurt, drop the knife, and that we 
only wanted to talk to him. 
 
The subject looked over my shoulder and said to his mother, "I 
love you, mom." I did not feel that I was going to get 
close enough to the subject, as I was standing approx. three to 
four feet from him, to execute an effective strike with my baton 
to his wrist.  I holstered my baton as Bordman again told him 



that we just wanted to talk to him.  The subject again looked 
over my shoulder and said, "Mom, I love you." Subject raised 
the knife and lunged at Bordman.  I felt that Bordman was in 
eminent danger so I fired my pistol, which I had drawn when 
Bordman told me that he thought the subject still had the knife, 
firing three times at center of mass of the right side of 
subject.  I fired at subject only to cease his attack on Officer 
Bordman.  I saw the subject fall towards the floor of the 
bedroom where Bordman was standing.  I went to the door and 
visually observed that the subject was down.  I saw Bordman 
standing at the foot of the bed with his pistol drawn.  I asked 
Bordman if he was alright.  He said that he was.  I again 
checked the downed subject and determined that there was no 
immediate threat from him and decocked my pistol.  I then asked 
Bordman if he had decocked his pistol.  He advised that he did. 
At some point Sgt. Wheeler came into the house.  He had 
notified dispatch of the shooting and requested an ambulance 
immediately after I had fired my pistol.  After I checked 
visually the subject the second time I helped Sgt. Wheeler try to 
restrain the male subject that I saw first when I entered the 
house.  I also noticed two females, one at the west end of the 
hallway, and the second was standing in the doorway of the 
bedroom just west of subject's bedroom.  I again called for more 
assistance.  After a few minutes, the male that Wheeler and I 
was restraining calmed down enough to where Wheeler could handle 
him by himself.  One of the family members asked where the knife 
was.  Sgt. Wheeler said to get the knife.  I walked back to the 
bedroom and saw Bordman checking for a pulse on the subject. 
Bordman told me that the knife was behind the headboard of the 
bed against the wall.  I picked up the knife and held it until 
Officer Polson arrived and was given the assignment of evidence 
officer by Sgt. Wheeler. 
 
I estimated the blade of the knife to be six to eight inches 
long. Once more officers arrived Bordman and I were 
escorted by Sgt. Wheeler to his police unit, 119, until such time 
as we could be transported to the LEC for 
interrogation. Attached is a rough, not to scale diagram of 
the residence.  After the shooting I heard a female, who I was 
later told was the subject's mother, say, "They had to.  He 
would have done it himself." 
WITNESS: /S/James Phillips 
 
2 THIS INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS TO USE AND DISSEMINATION. 
CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES EXIST FOR MISUSE.   
A. Yes, sir, it is. 
MR. FLORY: Ask that the written statement 
be admitted.  Officer Phillips, I have asked you a number of 
questions and the jury also has an opportunity to ask you 
questions, so at this point I'll ask if the jury has any 
questions for Officer Phillips.  Looks like there will be no 
questions.  Officer, did you feel on that morning that you had 
any choice other than to shoot at the person who was moving in 
the direction of Officer Bordman? 
A.  I felt I had no choice at all. 
MR. FLORY: If there are no further questions, I 
believe you may be excused.  Thank you.  Call Dan 



Lehr. DAN LEHR, called as a witness, having been first duly 
sworn, testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY 
MR. FLORY:  
Q.  Would you please tell us what your name and 
occupation is. 
A.  My name's Dan Lehr.  I'm an instructor at 
the Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center. 
Q.  And where is the training center located? 
A.  Hutchinson, Kansas. 
Q. How long have you been an instructor there? 
A.  Eleven years. 
Q.  And, Mr. Lehr, what are your basic 
responsibilities as an instructor at  
A.  My primary duty is I'm the head of the firearms training.   
I'm also involved in teaching general patrol procedures,  
driving, physical training.  
Q.  You've trained a number of officers for the State of 
Kansas every year there; is that correct? 
A.  Yes, I do. 
Q.  Approximately how many officers? 
A.  Between 250 and 300 a year. 
Q.  And what's your educational background, 
please? 
A.  I have a bachelor's degree from Wichita State 
University. 
Q.  And what is that, what area? 
A.  It's in administration of justice.   
Q.  Have you ever received any specialized training in firearms? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  Could you tell the jury what your training consists of. 
A.  I have been trained as a firearms instructor by the National Rifle 
Association.  I have attended several advanced firearms schools 
put on by the F.B.I.  I have received training at the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center, at the Smith and Wesson Academy 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, and at the F.B.I. academy in 
Quantico, Virginia.   
Q.  And have you had any training in the 
area of self-defense or is that just all in conjunction with 
firearms training? 
A.  That's part of firearms training. 
Q.  What training do the officers going through the 
academy receive in confronting armed assailants, people that are 
armed with weapons? 
A.  I'm sorry, I'm not clear on you want 
me to line out from  
Q.  Just generally when a person goes 
through the academy, receives their police training, do they 
receive any training in how to deal with armed assailants? 
A.  Yes, they do.  The first training is 
statutory training where they're taught the statute regarding 
the use of force, and also as a part of defensive tactics in 
firearm we teach a use of force matrix or escalation and the 
type of force that's used in specific situations is gone 
over. 
Q.  Okay.  And how do you do that, this matrix or 
escalation? 
A.  Well, we do role playing exercises on, what 



we now use is a firearms training system, computer where the 
officers see images actually on the screen, they're tested on 
written exams and then on a performance on the FATS 
machine. 
Q.  Okay, is there any training specifically against 
a knife attack or an assailant with a knife? 
A.  We don't teach specific defensive tactics against knife 
attacks.  
Q.  Why not? 
A.  The knife is a weapon that can cause death or great bodily harm.  
If an 
officer is confronted with a knife and the assailant has the 
apparent ability to use the knife to harm him we teach to use 
the weapon to defend the officer.   
Q.  So basically there's no 
distinction; if they have a knife it's a weapon and you teach 
them generally how to protect themselves against attacks with 
weapons; is that what you're saying?   
A.  That's true. 
Q. Now, what, with respect to a knife, is there any guidance or 
training on what zone there is that they're, officers are in 
danger and have to be especially cautious?   
A.  Right.  What we call a reactionary distance with a knife  
generally by police trainers nationwide is considered 21 foot. 
Inside 21 foot a suspect advancing towards you with a knife,  
person advancing towards you with a knife that has the 
apparently ability to use the knife against you would be a  
lethal threat. 
Q.  Okay. Now in training officers, when they find the need to use 
lethal 
force are they told how many times to shoot or where to shoot or 
anything along that line?  
A.  Yes, they are.  We train them 
to shoot at the center mass of the greatest portion of the body 
that's visible, generally that's the upper torso, and we teach 
our officers to shoot until the suspect stops his or her 
aggressive actions. 
Q.  So there isn't training as to a 
specific one shot or two shots, is that correct? 
A.  No.  The training that we try to provide is to shoot until the 
suspect 
stops the action. 
Q.  Okay.  Is it possible for a suspect 
to continue an assault after being shot multiple times? 
A. Yes, it is. 
Q.  How is that possible? 
A.  Well, the only, when we're dealing with handguns, the only  
thing that's a sure initial stopper of a person is a hit to the  
central nervous system that shuts down the motor impulse to the rest of 
the 
body.  Beyond that, there's no handgun cartridge that's 
currently produced that will immediately knock someone to the 
ground or stop them.  
Q.  I know many times you see on 
television when a shot is fired a person is hit and falls 
backwards.  Is that an accurate depiction of what happens during 
a gunshot? 



A.  No, it's not.  There's not sufficient energy 
transferred for that to happen. 
Q.  Are officers trained in the academy to shoot to wound, or in 
other words, to shoot a gun out of someone's hand or to shoot a knife 
out of 
someone's hand? 
A.  No, they're not.  They're taught to shoot 
to center of mass.   
Q.  And why is that? 
A.  The physiological effects of being struck with a handgun bullet 
vary 
from person to person and the only way that we can assure that 
aggressive activity is going to stop is to hit major organs and 
cause the action to cease, either by blood loss, a hit to the 
central nervous system, as I mentioned earlier.  sometimes a 
person, just because the way they perceive being shot, might 
immediately stop their action, but physically there's, there's 
nothing in a handgun wound itself outside of one of these vital 
areas that would cause someone to immediately stop.   
Q.  Okay. Mr. Lehr, you have discussed the training and the direction 
that 
officers are given in the Kansas Law Enforcement Training 
Center.  Is that generally accepted throughout the state of 
Kansas? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  And the training you have 
described, is it generally accepted in the law enforcement 
community generally nationwide? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
MR. FLORY: I have no further questions.  The jury may have a 
question for Mr. Lehr. Thank you.  Dr. Moddrell, I thing you 
indicated that one of the jurors has to make a very quick 4:00 
o'clock phone call to make some arrangements.  Is that 
correct? 
DR. MODDRELL: If it looks like we're going to go 
into tomorrow she needed to know. 
JUROR ROBERTS: I've called. 
DR. MODDRELL: You've called?  Okay, she's already 
taken care of it.   
MR. FLORY: Call George wheeler. 
GEORGE WHEELER, called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, 
testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 
FLORY: Q.  Please tell us your name. 
A.  George Wheeler. 
Q.  You'll have to speak up so that the microphones 
pick you up.  What's your occupation? 
A.  I'm a sergeant with the Lawrence Police Department. 
Q.  And how long have you been, held the rank of sergeant? 
A.  Approximately three years.   
Q.  How long have you been on the department? 
A.  Approximately 13 years. 
Q.  Were you working for the Lawrence 
Police Department early on the morning of April 21st, 
1991? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And on that date were you the shift supervisor? 
A.  Yes, sir, I was. 



Q.  How many officers did you have working, approximately, on that 
shift, if 
you remember? 
A.  Believe I had six districts, myself and a 
back unit.  
Q.  And included in that shift were Officers 
Phillips and Bordman.  Is that correct? 
A.  Yes, sir, that's correct. 
Q.  Did you during that shift have occasion 
to assist at 1627 East 18th Terrace? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q. Were you actually dispatched to that location, Sergeant 
Wheeler? 
A.  No, I was not. 
Q.  Why did you go 
there? 
A.  I had heard a call to that address and at the time 
I had heard it I was on West Ninth Street assisting another 
officer looking for a vehicle.  When I heard the call it came 
out as a subject in his room with a knife, the parents had 
requested an officer, police officer to come out and talk to the 
subject.  They thought he was despondent over a relation with 
his girlfriend.  That's a routine type of call that we get. 
It's not an emergency call but it's a call that has a potential 
for a problem, so I started towards that location.   
Q.  Okay. As the supervisor you basically pick and choose where you go 
as 
you feel you may be needed.  Is that correct?   
A.  Yes, sir, that's correct. 
Q.  And when you arrived at 1627 East 18th 
Terrace what officers were already there? 
A.  Officer Bordman and Officer Phillips were already there. 
Q.  And would you just tell the jury, please, in your own words 
what you remember happening after you arrived at that location? 
A.  On the way to the call I heard Officer Bordman ask for 1033  
traffic, which is emergency traffic.  That's to keep other radio 
traffic, 
non-emergency traffic, off of the airway, so I went a little 
faster towards the call.  When I was about a block away I 
located the house and had just told dispatch that I was in the 
area, that I would be out at that address.  I hadn't even hung 
up the microphone when I heard I believe Officer Phillips call 
for assistance, call for more help.  At that time I rolled the 
car up, parked it, got out of the car and ran into the house. 
Q.  What, did you just go into the house?  Was there anyone at 
the door?   
A.  No, sir.  The door was open, front door was 
open. 
Q.  And once you got inside what did you see and 
do? 
A.  When I went up to the front door the screen door was 
closed and the wooden door was open.  I went through the door 
into the living room and there was no one in the living room.  I 
saw a hallway that went from side to side and at the end of that 
entrance to the hallway I saw two people standing looking down 
the hallway to my left.   
Q.  Okay.  Who were those people? 



A.  Those people were Mr. and Mrs. Sevier. 
Q.  Did you know Mr. and Mrs. Sevier? 
A.  No, sir, I did not. 
Q.  You learned later that that's who they were? 
A.  Yes, sir, 
that's correct. 
Q.  Were you able to locate Officers Phillips 
and Bordman? 
A.  Yes, sir, I was. 
Q.  Could you just tell us what you saw. 
A.  As I was going into the house I heard 
two commands to put the knife down, drop the knife, we just want 
to talk to you, and so as I went into the, went into the living 
room I saw that Mr. and Mrs. Sevier were looking down the 
hallway.  I ran around the entrance to the hallway from the 
living room and into the hallway.  When I looked down the 
hallway I saw Officer Phillips and Mr. Sevier at the end of the 
hallway.   
Q.  Did you see Officer Bordman? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, did would you describe what you 
saw with respect to Officer Phillips.  Did he have his gun 
drawn?   
A.  Yes, he did.  He had drawn down on Mr. Sevier and 
was in the hallway.  It's a narrow hallway that runs, runs the 
length of the house.  There is a doorway to the right that is a 
bedroom, then another doorway to the left that was, led to a 
bedroom, and a T at the end that led to two other bedrooms.  I 
saw Officer Phillips between the two bedrooms in the hallway and 
he was to the left side of the, the hallway pointing his pistol 
at Mr. Sevier, who was at the end of the hallway, and standing 
at approximately a 45 degree angle holding a large butcher knife. 
Q.  Behind you and to your right is a diagram that some of the 
witnesses have used to identify locations.  Could you take just 
a minute to familiarize yourself with that and then tell me if 
you can recognize the locations of the bedrooms and the hallway 
and the front door? 
A.  Yes, sir, I, I do. 
Q.  Okay.  And if you would step down by the diagram and point so the 
jury 
could see, when you first arrived where was Officer Phillips, as 
best you recall?  A.  I came in the front door, went through 
the living room, at which time I saw the two Seviers standing 
here at this spot.  I ran past them into the hallway and I saw 
Officer Phillips standing approximately here, between this 
doorway and there's another doorway right in here somewhere, 
standing between these two doorway entrances. 
Q.  And where was Gregg Sevier at that point? 
A.  He was, he was here, standing at the, the end of this, this 
hallway.  
Q.  You mentioned a 45 degree angle.  Could you show on that diagram 
what 
you meant by how he was standing at a 45 degree angle? 
A.  He was standing right here.  If, if this is the, if this is the 
back of the hall he was standing at a 45 degree angle looking 
down the hallway this way, facing partially down the hallway and 
partially towards this bedroom on the, on his left, which would 



be this bedroom here. 
Q.  Did you ever determine where Officer Bordman was?   
A.  I determined but never saw that 
Officer Bordman was back in this bedroom. 
Q.  So at the point you were in the hallway you could not see  
Officer Bordman? 
A. No, sir, I could not. 
Q.  Did you what action did you take 
when you arrived and saw Officer Phillips pointing his weapon at 
Gregg Sevier? 
A.  I came in behind Officer Phillips, just to 
the right.  He was standing to the left a bit in this hallway. 
I came up to the right behind him and I drew my pistol and 
pointed it at Mr. Sevier.  
Q.  Did you continue to have your 
pistol pointed at Mr. Sevier while you were in the 
hallway? 
A.  No.  Almost, almost immediately after I had 
pointed my pistol down the hallway at Mr. Sevier I could see 
that I had no clear shot because Officer Phillips was standing 
in front of me and to the left and I couldn't, I couldn't shoot 
past him if I had to shoot, so at that point I reholstered my 
pistol and snapped the safety snap and stood behind and just to 
the right of Officer Phillips. 
Q.  Okay.  What do you remember happening after that? 
A.  Officer Phillips was here, 
I was, I was right behind him, just slightly to the right, and I 
had my, my view fixed on Mr. Sevier, who was at the end of the 
hallway.  He was standing, standing at an angle and was holding 
a large butcher knife clasped very tightly into his 
chest like this, with the point down (indicating).  He was very 
tight, very tense, and he was standing, swiveling his head, 
looking into this bedroom, from that bedroom to Officer Phillips 
and then back into the other bedroom at I presumed Officer 
Bordman, and then back at Officer Phillips. 
Q.  Was Gregg Sevier saying anything at that point? 
A.  No, he said nothing, made no response. 
Q.  Were the officers saying anything? 
A.  The officers told him twice to put the knife 
down.  I believe I heard it once when I was coming in the 
doorway and a second time after I was in the hallway behind 
Officer Phillips and I believe Officer Phillips told him to put 
it down. 
Q.  Did he put the knife down? 
A.  No, sir, he did not. 
Q.  What, if anything, did he do? 
A.  He was looking first at Officer Phillips, then he'd swivel his head 
and 
look into the other bedroom, then he turned down the hallway and 
looked past me, focusing, focusing behind me somewhere and said, 
Mom, I love you, I love you, Mom, or, Mother, I love you, I love 
you, Mother.  He then turned and looked towards the bedroom and 
lunged into the bedroom with the knife (indicating).  At that 
point I saw Officer Phillips fire his pistol. 
Q.  Do you know whether Officer Bordman fired his pistol from  
what you saw, not what you may have learned later? 
A.  No, sir, I did not know. 



Q.  Did you fire any shots? 
A.  No, I did not. 
Q.  After that you can resume your seat, Sergeant Wheeler.  After 
that, the shots were fired, what happened then?  
A.  I saw Officer Phillips fire two or three shots and I, I counted 
what I 
thought to be four shots.  I saw Mr. Sevier fall out of my line 
of vision into the bedroom or into, into what proved to be the 
bedroom.  Officer Phillips then went forward and I went forward 
immediately behind him.  I could see that, that Mr. Sevier was 
down but I couldn't really see him; I could see his feet.  I 
could see that he was down.  At that same instant Mr. and Mrs. 
Sevier were behind me trying to get past and I stopped and tried 
to, tried to keep them from coming past me into the, on down the 
hallway. 
Q.  Why did you do that? 
A.  I didn't know if, if the confrontation was over with, I  
didn't know if Mr. Sevier still had the knife and was, was going 
to come up, if more shots were going to be fired, what was 
occurring at that point, so I then backed up and tried to keep,  
keep everyone else from coming down the hallway. 
Q.  Is that a normal reaction when 
something has happened, to try to keep people away from it 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  as far as police work? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Did you at any point after that see the knife again? 
A.  Yes, sir.  I then told Officer Phillips, I ordered Officer Phillips 
to retrieve the knife.  I told him to get the knife, and he 
reached in and then came out with the knife held between his, in 
his fingers of his hand, by the handle. 
Q.  What did he do with it? 
A.  He, he secured it and held it.  
Q.  Do you know whether it was eventually given to any other officer or 
what other officers arrived? 
A.  Yes.  After Officer Polson arrived I ordered Officer  
Phillips to give the knife to Officer Polson to secure as 
evidence.  
Q.  Now, did you remove Officers Phillips and Bordman from the 
scene shortly after this? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  And were they brought to the station? 
A.  Yes, sir, they were.  They were transported to the station. 
Q.  And did you come down here as well? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  While you were down here were you and 
Officer Phillips and Officer Bordman all together or 
separated? 
A.  No, sir.  I, I never saw Officer Phillips or 
Officer Bordman again that night. 
Q.  Did you get interviewed by an officer with respect to what  
you had seen and heard? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And did you write a statement regarding that, 
right at the time everything you saw and heard? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did, that morning. 
(THEREUPON, Exhibit 7 was marked for 



identification). 
Q.  Show you Exhibit 7 and ask you if that's 
a photocopy of the statement that you made on the morning of 
April 21st consisting of 10 pages and also a diagram? 
 
EXHIBIT 7 
 
LAWRENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT FORM  Case No. 
914460 NAME: Sergeant George T. Wheeler 
 
At approx. 02:30 hours on 042191 I heard a radio call dispatching 
Off. Bordman in Unit 125 and Off. Phillips in Unit 120 to 1627 
East 18th Terrace.  The call came from dispatch that a male was 
in his bedroom with a knife and his parents wanted a policeman 
to talk to him.  Dispatcher further advised that it was believed 
that the son was having problems with his girlfriend. I was 
helping Off. Johnson find a red pickup truck on West 9th Street 
at this time.  Off. Johnson located the truck at 9th & Tenn. and 
I drove by to check on his welfare.  Off. Johnson checked the 
driver and found him to be a paper delivery man.  After driving 
by Off. Johnson at 9th & Tenn. I proceeded towards the call at 
1627 E. 18 Terr which enroute I heard Off. Bordman at the scene 
call to dispatch asking for 1033 (Emergency) traffic.  I 
continued to the address and advised dispatch that I was 1023 
(arrived) on East 18th Terrace. 
 
Just as I arrived I heard Off. Phillips call dispatch on the 
radio and ask for assistance.  I parked the vehicle and ran into 
the house through the front door.  Upon entering the house I 
observed an empty living room and two people, later identified 
as Willie & Orene Sevier, standing in a hallway looking Eastward 
down the hall.  I moved quickly past them and saw Off. Phillips 
in front of me in the hallway pointing his pistol at a subject, 
later identified as Greg Sevier, standing at the end of the 
hallway holding a large butcher knife. 
 
I drew my pistol and pointed it at the subject with the knife 
as I was in fear for my own safety as well as that of Off. 
Phillips and Off. Bordman.  I could not see Off. Bordman, but I 
knew that he was in the room at the end of the hallway to my 
right.  I quickly realized that Off. Phillips had the subject 
cornered with his pistol and that since I was behind and to the 
right of Off.  Phillips I did not have an unobstructed field of 
fire so I holstered my pistol and closed the thumbsnap. 
 
At this time I became aware of movement behind me and realized 
that the two people I saw in the hallway when I entered were 
directly behind me.  I heard Off. Phillips tell the subject with 
the knife to drop the knife at least twice.  I saw the subject 
with the knife standing at the end of the hallway holding the 
large butcher knife in his right hand in a stabbing manner with 
the blade down, arm cocked at the elbow, held close to his right 
chest.  He was standing on both feet with his body at approx. a 
45 degree angle to Off. Phillips and the bedroom that Off. 
Bordman was in.  He was looking very intently at Off.  Phillips 
and into the bedroom by moving his head, but holding his body 
still and unmoving.  His muscles were taught and he gave the 



appearance of being extremely aggressive and did not respond in 
any way to the spoken command to put the knife down. 
 
I then saw the subject holding the knife look down the hallway 
in my direction and his eyes focused on something behind me.  He 
then spoke stating: "Mom, I love you"; "I love you Mom" or 
"Mother, I love you"; "I love you Mother." He then 
turned his head toward the bedroom that Off. Bordman was in and 
lunged into that room raising the knife in his hand in an 
aggressive and threatening manner.  There was no doubt in my 
mind that this subject was trying to stab Off. Bordman with the 
knife he held in his hand. I then heard what I believe 
were four gunshots fired in quick succession.  I saw Off. 
Phillips fire his pistol at the subject and smelled the burned 
gunpowder.  The subject with the knife fell forward out of my 
line of vision into the bedroom that Off. Bordman was in.  I 
could only see the feet of the subject from my point of view but 
could tell that he was down.  I saw Off.  Phillips take a step 
or two forward down the hall and continue to point his pistol at 
the subject, but he did not fire again.  I heard no more 
gunshots. 
 
At this time the two people who were behind me attempted to go 
past me to the bedroom where the subject lay.  I restrained them 
from doing so by blocking their way in the hall.  I called on 
the radio to dispatch and advised them that we had shots fired 
and one subject down and needed an ambulance and more units for 
assistance.  I continued to try to restrain the two subjects 
behind me and had to turn away from the bedroom in order to keep 
them from going down the hallway past me.  During this period of 
time I observed a female subject standing in the doorway to 
another bedroom in the hallway.  This subject was later 
identified as Judy Hoffman.  She did not speak nor did she come 
out of her doorway into the hallway.  Also during this period of 
time I was able to observe the subject with the knife laying on 
his back and left side on the floor of the bedroom.  He was 
breathing noisily and I observed his chest rise and fall.  He 
was laying with his head toward a bed in the room and his feet 
in the doorway to the hall.  I then ordered Off. Phillips to 
secure the knife which the subject had been holding and he did 
so by picking it up by the edges of the wooden handle. 
 
Off. Johnson and Off. Fultz arrived and I had them take the 
two subjects in the hallway out of the hall and into another 
room.  These two officers were detailed to look after Willie 
Sevier, Orene Sevier, & Judy Hoffman and to later take them to 
the LEC for detective interviews.  Off. Polson arrived and I 
designated him as evidence officer and to protect the scene.  He 
took custody of the butcher knife from Off. Phillips and 
controlled access to the bedroom/hall area.  DCAS personnel 
arrived and I allowed them into the bedroom to check the subject 
with the knife.  I had again observed this subject a few moments 
earlier and at that time I could hear no breathing sounds and 
could not see his chest rise and fall.  I also observed Off. 
Bordman attempting to feel for a pulse in his neck and Off. 
Bordman indicated that he could feel no pulse by shaking his 
head from side to side while looking at me.  Off. Jump remained 



outside the house on the front porch and restricted access to 
the residence at 1627 East 18th Terrace.   
 
I ordered Off. Phillips and Off. Bordman outside the house and 
took them to my police vehicle and placed them in the back seat 
after ascertaining if they were "OK." I ask Off. Bordman if he 
had shot his pistol and he answered that he had fired his 
pistol.  I ask him how many shots he fired and he responded that 
he believed he "double tapped" (fired two rounds).  I ask Off. 
Phillips if he had shot his pistol and he answered that he had 
fired his pistol.  I ask him how many shots he fired and he 
responded that he believed he fired three rounds.  Off. Phillips 
then ask if he could use the telephone in Unit 119 (where he was 
sitting) to call his wife and let her know that he was alright. 
I let him make this telephone call by handing him the 
hand set in the back seat.  These two officers were then told not 
to discuss the incident between themselves.  They were 
subsequently transported to the LEC by Chief Olin to give 
statements to detectives. 
 
I remained at 1627 East 18th Terrace and arranged with 
Sergeant R. Dalquest to stay over from the 42 shift and 
supervise routine street patrol.  Sgt.  Dalquest also called 
back some officers from his 42 shift and these officers worked 
the street and answered calls for the rest of the night.  None 
of these 42 shift officers entered the scene or were involved 
with the subsequent investigation to my knowledge. Off. 
Fultz returned to the scene after transporting witnesses to the 
LEC and he was placed in charge of securing the outside 
perimeter of the house relieving Off. Jump who returned to 
routine patrol in district 123.  I spoke with Det. Lieutenant 
Hall by telephone and was ordered to come to the LEC to make a 
statement and assist with the investigation.  The scene was left 
with Off. Fultz in charge of exterior security and Off. Polson 
in charge of interior security.  I gave an oral account of these 
events to Det. Viebrock and wrote this statement as well. 
WITNESS: Michael A. Viebrock 74 /s/Sgt. G. Wheeler  END OF 
SGT. G. WHEELER'S STATEMENT. THIS INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS 
TO USE AND DISSEMINATION.  CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES EXIST 
FOR MISUSE.  APR 26 1991 DOUGLAS COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CENTER.M0 
A.  Yes, sir, that's the statement and the 
diagram that I made that morning. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you. Ask that it be admitted.   
Q.  You indicated, Sergeant, that you did not fire your weapon 
but you observed Officer Phillips fire his. 
A.  Yes, sir, that's correct. 
Q.  In your opinion, did Officer Phillips have any choice but to fire 
his 
weapon on that morning? 
A.  No, sir.  I, I think he had absolutely no option but to fire 
his weapon. 
Q.  Did you course you didn't know where Officer Bordman was, 
did you?  
A. I made the assumption that Officer Bordman was in that back 
bedroom. 
MR. FLORY: I don't have any further questions, 



Sergeant.  Perhaps persons on the jury have questions and they 
have the opportunity to ask you as well.  
JUROR VANSAUN: As the supervisor you might know this.  How many armed 
kinds of domestic disturbances do you all deal with a year, 
let's say? 
A.  Are you talking about a call like this? 
JUROR VANSAUN: Yes, where there's a weapon involved. 
A.  That there would be just a weapon involved? 
We, I would roughly estimate that we handle several of those a 
week. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you, Sergeant. 
DR. MODDRELL: You're excused. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
MR. DIEHL: Call Robert Verheaghe.  ROBERT PAUL VERHEAGHE, called as a 
witness, having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as 
follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. DIEHL: 
Q.  Tell us your name, please. 
A.  Robert Paul Verheaghe. 
Q.  And how are you employed? 
A.  I'm a paramedic with Douglas County Ambulance. 
Q.  Were you on duty on the early morning hours of 
April 21st of this year? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  During that morning were you sent to 1627 East 18th Street 
Terrace?  
A.  I believe that was the address. 
Q.  Why were you sent to that particular address? 
A.  We were dispatched to a gunshot wound to the chest. 
Q.  Did you have that information prior to 
responding, that was a fact, that gunshot wounds had been 
sustained?  
A.  Yes, we were initially dispatched as a gunshot wound. 
Q.  When you arrived at the address we've been talking 
about what did you first discover? 
A.  There was a, several police cars in front of the house.   
We had an officer came out to the unit and told us he had  
a sucking chest wound inside. 
Q.  Do you know which officer that was? 
A.  I have no idea. 
Q.  Explain to the jury, if you would, what a 
sucking chest wound is. 
A.  It would be where the lungs are perforated by a weapon,  
bullet, whatever, and as you inhaled you would also inhale through 
the hole in your chest and it would make a sucking sound. 
Q.  Now, did you go inside the residence? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And did you find someone who was suffering from obvious  
gunshot wounds? 
A.  Yes we did.   
Q.  Was that male or female? 
A.  It was a male. 
Q.  Were you able to identify who that person was by 
name? 
A.  I did not identify him at the scene, no.  I found 
out his name later. 
Q.  Was that Gregg Sevier? 
A.  Yes.  I was told it was. 



Q.  Where in the residence did you first locate Mr. Sevier? 
A.  I believe it was down a hallway at a 
bedroom to the right at the end of the hallway. 
Q.  If you would refer to the diagram behind you, does that scene look 
familiar to you? 
A.  Okay, yeah, I believe he would be it was 
down this hallway and I would believe it's in this area right in 
here (indicating).  
Q.  Now you indicated that's a bedroom. Where in relationship to 
the bed was Mr. Sevier. 
A.  He was laying at the foot of the bed with his head toward the end 
and 
his feet toward the door. 
Q.  And where is the headboard of that bed located, if you 
recall?  
A.  The headboard? 
Q.  Yes, or the head of the bed. 
A.  I really couldn't recall exactly where the head of the bed 
was.  
Q.  Where is the foot of the bed on that diagram? 
A.  Well, I would believe the foot of the bed was here and the 
head was here but I'm not sure. 
Q.  What was the first thing you did upon discovering 
Mr. Sevier being in that room? 
A.  Well, I noted his wounds right off the bat and we checked  
for pulse and we noticed he was not breathing. 
Q.  What area do you check for pulse? 
A.  The carotid pulse (indicating). 
Q.  And did you find a carotid pulse? 
A.  No, we did not. 
Q.  Did you do any other checks for vital signs? 
A.  We noticed he was not breathing.  He was cyanotic around his 
lips and his face.  His skin was pale.  We noticed holes to his  
T-shirt and his shirt was soaked with blood and his groin was  
soaked with blood.  He had blood around his neck.  We exposed  
his chest by cutting off his shirt, my partner did that, and  
we noted three large wounds to his chest. 
Q.  Did those appear to be gunshot wounds? 
A.  Yes, they did. 
Q.  I assume that prior to that morning you had seen gunshot 
wounds?  
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  Then did you make any other or do any other tests to see whether or 
not 
Mr. Sevier's heart was functioning? 
A.  I took a trauma dressing and I wiped off the blood from the  
three areas that I needed to hook him up to an electrocardiogram 
monitor and I ran a strip of his heart activity. 
Q.  And was there any activity? 
A.  He was in asystole and he did have an occasional agonal beat.  
Q.  Okay.  Could you put that in terms that we could understand? 
A.  Oh, excuse me.  It's a electrical impulse.  It does not 
produce a pumping function of the heart, it does not pump blood, 
it does not produce pulse, and it's indicative of a dead or  
dying heart. 
Q.  At that point did you relay any information to a doctor at Lawrence 
Memorial Hospital? 



A.  I conferred with my partner at the scene and we believed 
that he fit our do not resuscitate order by the medical community  
here in Lawrence, here in Douglas County, 
as a destruction of the vital organ, but we still, I still went 
to the phone in the bedroom and I called Lawrence Memorial 
Hospital and conferred with Dr. Gail Walters, the emergency room 
Physician on at that time. 
Q.  And did she agree with you that this was a do not resuscitate  
type of injury? 
A.  She agreed the patient was not viable and do not resuscitate was 
the 
orders given. 
Q.  Now initially how do you make that determination, from the  
EKG or from some other source? 
A. From the location of the bullet wound that was mid-line in the 
chest we would have to say it hit the heart, and with the 
corroboration of the EKG monitor. 
Q.  So from your training and experience you determined that 
there was no chance of resuscitation because a major organ had  
been destroyed? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  That being the heart? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions. Going to call Dan 
Johnson. DAN JOHNSON, called as a witness, having been first 
duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: DIRECT 
EXAMINATION BY MR. DIEHL: 
Q.  State your name, please. 
A.  Dan Johnson. 
Q.  Are you a police officer with the City of Lawrence? 
A.  Yes, I am. 
Q.  On the morning of April 21st of this year were you sent to 
an address on East 18th Terrace here in Lawrence? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And is that here in Douglas County? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  Do you recall about what time you arrived at that location? 
A.  I cannot say exactly what time I arrived.  it would have been 
around 
2:45, approximately. 
Q.  And were there a number of other 
officers present when you arrived? 
A.  There were three when I arrived. 
Q.  And who were they? 
A.  Officers Bordman, Officer Phillips, and Sergeant Wheeler. 
Q.  Where were those three individuals located, as best you can  
recall, when you first arrived? 
A.  When I arrived I crossed a room, a type of 
living room area, and I, there was a hallway and then once I got 
to that hallway to the left was all the activity.  Sergeant 
Wheeler would have been the closest officer to me and then 
Officer Phillips and Officer Bordman farther away. 
Q.  And you saw all three of them as you came into the house? 
A.  Not directly as I came into the house.  I walked in the house and I 
had to cross a room and enter a hallway and look to my left to 
see the three officers. 
Q.  Were there any other individuals at the house other than  



police officers when you arrived? 
A.  Yes, there was. 
Q.  And were you able to identify them? 
A.  At the time I couldn't identify them. 
They were identified to me. 
Q.  And by whom were they identified to you? 
A.  Sergeant Wheeler. 
Q.  Who were they identified as? 
A.  Simply as the mother and father.  No names 
were given. 
Q.  Have you seen those people here around the 
hearing room today? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q., And did you later learn their names? 
A.  Yes, I have. 
Q.  And what were the names of the parents that you referred to? 
A.  It was Willie and I'm not 100 percent sure of the pronunciation 
Orene 
Sevier. 
Q.  Now, Officer, did you make a report of your 
involvement in this case? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And was that report done close to the time that you perceived these 
events? 
A.  Yes, it was. 
Q.  And is that standard police procedure, to make a report 
close to the time the events have occurred? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  And why is it done as close 
to the event as possible, your report? 
A.  Why is it done? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  So that details are not forgotten or 
left out of the report. 
Q.  Now, describe the state of mind 
of, or the states of mind of the of Mr. Sevier's mother and 
father when you first arrived. 
A.  They were extremely distraught.  Mr. Sevier was sobbing  
uncontrollably.  He was, he was slumped down on the floor in the 
middle of the hallway kind of with his back against the wall,  
it would have my left hand, towards the north wall, and Mrs.  
Sevier was knelt down somewhat over him, you know, patting him  
on the shoulder and trying to calm him down.  She was more  
composed, more in control, trying to help her husband calm  
down at that time. 
Q.  Did you do anything to try to calm down either Mr. or Mrs. 
Sevier?  
A. When I arrived Sergeant Wheeler said to basically direct my 
attention to these two people and to try them, and take them 
into the living room area and make them more comfortable, do 
anything I could to help them.  I attempted to assist Mr. Sevier 
up off of the floor.  In his state he was just, the only word I 
can think of is just limp, just and I actually had to physically 
help him turn to get in a position to be able to stand, and then 
I had to help assist him to stand, to get to a standing 
position. 
Q.  Did you see Mr. Sevier pick up anything off the 



hallway floor as he was getting up? 
A.  The way he was sitting when I first came into the hallway  
and the way when I first knelt down to pick him up he was  
leaning somewhat to the left and forward.  he sit more upright  
as I helped him and then I stopped there a moment just to  
pause so he could get collected somewhat and he looked down  
and saw a shell casing laying somewhat beside his knee,  
towards the center of the hallway in the carpet, and he was  
still sobbing and crying and he reached down and picked it up  
and threw it against the wall.  He spoke something at the  
time but I do not remember what that was. 
Q.  And did you assist Mr. and Mrs. Sevier into the 
living room? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And before leaving the house that morning did you  
overhear some conversations that Mr. and Mrs. Sevier had 
on the telephone? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And who did you overhear speaking on the telephone first? 
A.  First? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  Initially their son-in-law arrived and he called his wife, which is 
their  
daughter, and they had started to calm somewhat and asked to speak to 
her on the 
telephone.  I do not know her name.  Mr. Sevier spoke first on 
the phone.  I heard brief pieces of the conversation, I did not 
hear the whole conversation.  Should I continue with what I did 
overhear? 
Q.  What did you hear?  What did you hear? 
A. At one point I heard Mr. Sevier say to the person on the phone, 
he began to recount what had happened.  He explained that the 
stereo had been up too loud and he had walked to his son's room 
to tell him to quiet down, to turn the stereo down.  he said 
that he had knocked on the door several times and when the son 
didn't answer he took a toothpick and opened the door; the door 
was locked.  When he opened the door he saw his son sitting on 
the bed with a knife and he just backed out of the room and went 
to discuss it with his wife. 
Q.  Did you hear any more of that conversation? 
A.  Yes, I did.  He said that, I overheard 
him to say to the person on the phone, we called the police and 
the police came and Gregg wouldn't put down the knife so they 
had to shoot him. 
Q.  Is that about the substance of what you 
heard of Mr. Sevier's conversation?   
A.  To the best of my memory. 
Q.  And did you also hear Mrs. Sevier on the telephone? 
A.  Yes, I did.  That was a short time later, she 
was on the phone, and I had been with Mr. Sevier in another room 
and he had walked into where his wife was and that's when I 
overheard what she was saying on the phone, so it would have 
been the very tail end of her conversation. 
Q.  Do you know whether she was talking to the same party  
as Mr. Sevier was talking to earlier?  
A.  At the time I believed it to be the 
same person, their daughter, and absolutely, I do not know that 



absolutely but I believe that is so. 
Q.  What did you hear Mrs. Sevier saying concerning the  
circumstances surround the shooting? 
A.  I just heard her say to the person on the phone 
that the police had arrived, or that is about when I heard the 
conversation, she was saying the police had gotten there and 
that Gregg had made them shoot him.  To be more exact I'd have 
to look at what I have written in my report because I don't 
remember exactly from memory. 
Q.  Would that refresh your recollection? 
A.  Yes, it would. 
Q.  Is that the same report that you have previously testified  
about that you made at or near the time of recalling these 
events?  
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  Okay.  If you would refer to that and give us exactly 
what you remembered at that time. 
A.  Okay.  What she stated was police arrived and Gregg had gone 
toward officers with a knife.  She then paused and then she 
stated, He made them shoot him, is exactly what she said,  
to the best of my memory. 
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions.  If 
the jury has any they may ask. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you, officer. 
At this time we'd ask that Dr. Moddrell take the 
stand and testify with respect to the autopsy. 
DR. MODDRELL: If it's okay I'd like to stay here but I'll take the 
oath. 
MR. FLORY: That's fine. 
(THEREUPON, Exhibit 8 was marked for identification.) 
CAROL MODDRELL, M.D., called as a witness, having been first  
duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Would you please tell us your name. 
A.  Carol Moddrell. 
Q.  And what is your occupation? 
A.  I am a pathologist and coroner. 
Q.  Are you the district coroner for the Seventh 
Judicial District? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  And generally could you tell us what your duties are as  
coroner? 
A.  When I am called as coroner my duties are to go to the  
scene of the incident that has occurred, confirm that there has  
been a death, take charge of the dead body, make inquiries  
regarding the cause of death, order an autopsy if it is 
indicated, and prepare a written report of my findings. 
Q.  Okay.  Doctor, were you contacted 
on the 21st of April, 1991, in the early morning hours regarding 
the death of Gregg Sevier? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And in response to being contacted what did you do? 
A.  I got up and got in my car and went to the scene. 
Q.  And that was about what time in the morning? 
A.  I was awakened at 4:30 and I arrived at the scene at 4:55. 
Q.  Now, did you conduct any examination at the scene? 
A.  I did very little, in order not to disturb the scene  



for investigation.  What I did was check 
for rigor mortis and confirm that the victim was indeed dead in 
the hallway, and then I was and I was also shown a sack in the 
hallway and some bullet casings.  The sack was found to contain 
a butcher knife, and I could see the handle of it only.  And 
then I went to the police station.   
Q.  Did you order that an autopsy be conducted in this case? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And did you have contact with any other pathologist with respect to 
consulting on the autopsy? 
A.  I requested the assistance of 
Dr. Kris Sperry of Atlanta to perform the autopsy. 
Q.  And were you actually present later that day when the autopsy was 
done? 
A.  Actually we didn't do the autopsy until 6:30 on 
Monday morning. 
Q.  I see.  You were contacted Sunday morning 
but the autopsy was done Monday morning; is that correct? 
A. That's right.  
Q.  And Dr. Sperry was here from Atlanta at 
that time? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Would you just describe for the 
jury, please, the findings of the autopsy.  First of all, if you 
could explain what the purpose of an autopsy is and 
then your findings generally. 
A.  Okay.  the purpose of an autopsy is to document the cause  
of death, to preserve evidence, and to collect toxicological  
specimens from the victim. The first thing that I did after  
leaving the scene and making the decision that an autopsy needed 
to be done was to wait for the body to be released from the 
home.  When the body was released for further examination I met  
the body at the hospital and witnessed the performance of x-rays  
to determine if bullets were present within the body.  I then  
accompanied the body to the morgue of Lawrence Memorial Hospital 
and procured blood from his left arm so that I could do a blood  
alcohol test.  I tried to collect urine at that time but I  
was unsuccessful.  And then the body was placed in our morgue  
refrigerator and sealed until 6:30 on Monday morning, when  
Dr. Sperry was able to conduct the autopsy.  
The first part of Dr. Sperry's work was to review 
the x-ray films that I had taken on Sunday and to confer with the 
detectives that came to witness the autopsy about what had been 
done previously, and then Dr. Sperry did the autopsy, for which 
he sent a 12 page single spaced typewritten report that has been 
placed into evidence here.  Yesterday, for simplicity, I drew a 
diagram, purely schematic, based on that report that you will 
also be able to see.  In other words, I took his descriptions, 
my recollections, the x-rays I had seen, and placed the entry 
wounds of the bullets and the bullets on this diagram.  
What the x-rays showed us was that Mr. Sevier was struck by six 
different bullets.  Three came from one side, three came from 
the other side.  Two of the bullets were fatal.  They 
criss-crossed in his heart, one from one side, one from the 
other, and by penetrating his heart they would have caused death 
within seconds.  Now, it's possible that there could have been 
some efforts at breath but his heart would have ceased to beat 



after those gunshot wounds penetrated it, so he was essentially 
dead within seconds, because of the damage to his heart.  The 
other three the other four wounds were injurious to him but 
would not have been immediately fatal.  What is not on the 
diagram is the wounds through his arm.  He sustained wounds 
through and through his right arm and that same bullet went into 
his chest and then into his abdomen, and according to Dr. 
Sperry's interpretation, that bullet could only have come in 
from the side of his right arm and entered his chest in the way 
it did if that arm had been upraised.  One bullet went in his 
left side and just struck bone and really didn't do much else. 
Another bullet went in his right groin and landed in the soft 
tissue of his buttock.  Another bullet went in his left side and 
across his legs and exited the right leg, and that is the bullet 
that would have been recovered at the scene that I never saw.  I 
participated and observed the recovery of the other five bullets 
from the body, which were given to the police detectives that 
were at the autopsy.  We also collected toxicology samples and 
had a blood alcohol determination made. 
Q.  Doctor, were you or Dr. Sperry able to determine the  
order of the shots?  In other words, from looking at the body  
could you tell which shot was number one, which was number two,  
which was number three, four, five, and six? 
A.  No.  The wounds and bullet paths are 
numbered but those numbers are not meant in any way to imply 
which was first, which was second.  It was not possible to do 
that. 
Q.  So is it correct to say that it's impossible to 
determine whether the two fatal shots were the first two or the 
last two or any rotation? 
A.  We couldn't assign any order to the shots. 
Q.  With respect to the blood alcohol analysis, 
did you receive a lab result on the blood alcohol concentration 
of Gregg Sevier? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Could you tell us what that was, please? 
A.  It was point two seven eight percent. 
Q.  And in Kansas an intoxication with respect to 
driving is what level? 
A.  Point one. 
MR. FLORY: At this time I would submit the report of the  
coroner, including the two pages by Dr. Moddrell and the ten  
pages by Dr. Sperry.  It's been marked as Exhibit 8. 
 
EXHIBIT 8 
 
Accession No. CO9112  STATE OF KANSAS  
Office of Coroner Douglas County 
REPORT OF DEATH Deceased SEVIER, Gregory Allen Age 22  
Address 1617 E. 18th Terr 4/21/91 
Officers present Patrolman Todd Polson 
Officers Fultz, R.Dahlquest  
Time notified 4:30 a.m. 
Date of Birth 7/23/68  
Sex Male  
Place of death Home  
Time & Date of Death about 2:44 a.m. 4/21/91 



Autopsy Yes  
Body removed to Lawrence Memorial Hospital Morgue 
Recent attending Physician Dr. Learned  
When July, 1990 Information By Police Officers 
 
Autopsy By Dr. Moddrell J CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH (Medical 
history if available) Statements of witnesses (their names) 
(Accident, Suicide, Homicide , Natural.) 
 
Dr. Moddrell was notified at 4:30 a.m., April 21, 1991, that an 
Indian male had been shot at his residence. She arrived at the 
scene, 1627 E. 18th St. Terr., at 4:55 a.m. and was escorted by 
Patrolman Polson to a back bedroom where there was an Indian 
male on his back in a doorway. He was wearing blue jeans. His 
shirt was cut back for EKG lead placement. A knife was present 
in the hallway wrapped in a paper sack. Two spent shell 
cartridges were present in the hallway. The male was in his 
parents' room and there was blood on the mattress and the floor. 
According to Patrolman Polson, his mother had called police, and 
after two officers arrived at the home there was a confrontation 
which ended in his death. At 5:10 a.m. his jaw was movable and 
his arm was movable indicating no rigor mortis. The body was 
moved to Lawrence Memorial Hospital for x-rays at about 9:00 a.m. 
X-rays indicated the presence of five missiles in the body. 
Blood was drawn for alcohol at 10:50 a. m. from the left 
Disposition of Body: Warren McElwain Mortuary Final Death due to 
gunshot wounds to chest. 
 
Toxicological Requests: Blood alcohol: 0.278% Urine drug screen: 
Negative for drugs tested /s/Carol A. Moddrell, M.D., Coroner 
antecubital fossa. Autopsy was performed by Dr. Kris Sperry, 
commencing at 6:30 a.m. on April 22nd. The paths of six bullets 
were traced by Dr.  Sperry, and five missiles recovered and 
given to police detectives. It was Dr. Sperry's opinion that two 
of the bullets were lethal, as they penetrated his heart. These 
bullets came from opposite directions, and were probably fired 
by two different weapons.  CAM:nr DOUGLAS COUNTY 
 
-REPORT OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER  Kris L. Sperry 5930902 beeper 
6190115  Case Number: Douglas County  
Kansas Coroner's 9112  
Decedent: Gregory Allen Sevier   
Age,Race,Sex : 22 year old Indian male 
Date and Time of Notification: 
Examination Date and Time: Saturday, April 22, 1991, 6:30 a.m. 
Examination Place: Lawrence Memorial Hospital Morgue, Lawrence, 
Kansas 
Procedure: Autopsy 
Investigating Officer: Lawrence, Kansas, Police Department 
Agency: Douglas County Coroner, Carroll Moddrell, M.D. 
Cause of Death: Multiple (6) Gunshot Wounds of Chest, Pelvis, 
Right Arm, and Lower Extremities 
   
Opinion of Manner : Homicide. 
 
/s/Kris L. Sperry, M.D.  Medical Examiner  9112 
GREGORY ALLEN SEVIER An autopsy is performed on the body 



of Gregory Allen Sevier at the Lawrence Memorial Hospital 
Morgue, in Lawrence, Kansas, on the 22nd of April 1991, 
commencing at 6:30 a.m., with the permission and at the request 
of the Douglas County Coroner, Carroll Moddrell, M.D. 
 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 
 
 
The body is that of a well developed, well nourished, adult native 
American male, who weighs approximately 200 pounds, is 72" in 
height, and appears compatible with the stated age of 20 years. 
 
Upon first examination, the body is within a black plastic body 
bag, placed in a cooler.  Upon opening the bag, the body is clad 
in the following articles: On the upper body is a nearly 
completely blood saturated black T-shirt, which has been cut open 
up the front, during the course of resuscitative procedures. 
Blue denim trousers are worn; these have been unbuttoned and 
unzipped in the mid-line.  The crotch and buttocks regions are 
heavily saturated with blood.  Beneath these are white men's 
Jockey style underwear, which are likewise completely saturated 
with blood.  On the feet are brown cowboy style boots.  As 
initially received, the right and left hands are covered with 
paper bags, which are taped in place.  A brown leather heavily 
patterned belt is strung through the belt loops, and an oval 
white metal belt buckle with the yellow metal depiction of an 
eagle is between the legs, laying on the cart.  After removal of 
the garments, the T-shirt is seen to have a multicolored 
depiction of an American flag with a picture of Hank Williams, 
Jr., on the back, and on the left front is an emblem of a 
stylized bird with a dragon's head, with the name "Hank".  The 
upper mid front, left front, and right lateral side individually 
have small perforating defects, which correspond to gunshot 
wounds on the body to be described in more detail subsequently. 
The trousers likewise have multiple irregular perforating 
defects scattered about he lateral left pocket, crotch regions, 
and right lateral thigh, as well as the right anterior inguinal 
area; these, likewise, correspond to gunshot wound injuries to 
be described in more detail subsequently.  Another circular, 
irregular defect which penetrates the belt is located in the 
left anterolateral surface, passing first through the belt, 
then subsequently through the waistband of the trousers.  On the 
feet, beneath the boots, are white high-top socks. 
The body is cool to touch.  Rigor is fully fixed in all extremities, 
jaw, 
and eyelids.  Diffuse, fixed violet to purple liver is 
distributed over the posterior, dependent surfaces of the body, 
except in areas exposed to pressure. 
 
The scalp hair is brown black, slightly wavy, and measures to a 
maximum of 8 cm in length over the crown.  The irides are brown; 
the pupils are round, measuring 0.4 cm in diameter.  The cornea 
are translucent; the sclerae and conjunctivae are unremarkable. 
The nose and ears are not unusual.  The lips and gums are pale; 
the teeth are natural, and in good repair.  The neck is supple, 
without masses, and the larynx is within the mid-line. 



 
The thorax is well developed and symmetrical, and involved by 
multiple injuries to be described in more detail subsequently. 
The abdomen is very slightly obese, without palpable 
organomegaly.  Numerous striae are distributed over the central 
lateral abdominal walls, bilaterally.  The penis is circumcised. 
The testes are descended within the scrotum, and the anterior 
scrotal surface is involved by a complex re-entry and re-exit 
sequence of gunshot injuries, to be described in more detail 
subsequently.  The anus, perineum and back are unremarkable. 
 
The upper and lower extremities are well-developed and 
symmetrical, without absence of digits.  No evidence of foreign 
material is apparent beneath the fingernails of either hand. 
 
Identifying marks and scars include the following: Numerous acne 
scars are distributed over the right and left malar regions of 
the face, and diffusely over the upper anterior thoracic area. 
On the left upper arm is a transverse, well healed, 3.2 x 0.5 cm 
scar.  On the dorsal left forearm is a blue, professional, 11 x 
7 cm tattoo of an angle.  Immediately above this is a small, 
longitudinally oriented, 1.4 x 0.5 cm scar, with the remnants of 
irregular blue tattoo ink adjacent to its borders.  In the left 
anatomical snuffbox is a 2 x 2 cm stylized blue, nonprofessional 
tattoo of a bear paw.  On the medial left leg are three 
irregular, nonprofessional tattoos: The superior most is 
unidentifiable, and measures 3 x 0.9 cm.  The middle tattoo 
measures 1.5 x 0.6 cm, and is of the word "Sex." 
The inferior most measures 2 
cm in diameter, and is of a stylized marijuana leaf. Evidence 
of therapy and emergency resuscitation consists solely of 
adhesive cardiac monitor pads affixed to the upper right and 
left anterior thoracic walls, and the left anterolateral 
thoracic wall. 
 
 
EVIDENCE OF INJURY, HEAD AND NECK: 
 
 
On the lateral right neck, overlying the mid region of the 
sternocleidomastoid muscle, is a light violet, 2.2 x 1.8 cm 
contusion. 
 
EVIDENCE OF INJURY, THORAX AND ABDOMEN: 
 
On the right upper anterior thorax are two obliquely oriented, 
roughly parallel, very superficial cuts.  These cuts initiate 
immediately below the mid point of the right clavicle, and 
extend inferiorly and medially, terminating just above the 
nipple line.  The lateral most of these cuts is 14.5 cm in 
length, whereas the medial most is very slightly angulated, and 
has an overall length of 13 cm.  Both of these cuts are 
extremely superficial, only focally passing into the superficial 
dermis, and result in no significant injury. 
 
Gunshot Wounds: 
 



The thorax, abdomen, right arm, pelvis, and lower extremities 
are involved by a total of six gunshot wound injuries.  As all 
of these gunshot wounds involve, to a greater or lesser degree, 
the thoracic, abdominal and pelvic regions, they will all be 
described under the heading of Thoracic and Abdominal Injury. 
The sequential enumeration of the individual gunshot wounds and 
their associated injuries is meant solely for descriptive 
purposes, and is not meant to reflect an opinion regarding the 
order in which these gunshot wounds were sustained. 
 
1: On the left upper anterior thorax, on the anterior shoulder 
with its center point 561/2" above the bottom of the left heel 
with the body in the erect position, 4 cm in front of the 
anterior axillary fold, and 11.5 cm above and 2 cm to the left 
of the center point of the left nipple. is a 1 x 0.9 cm, very 
slightly oval gunshot wound of entrance.  The margins are 
circumscribed by very slight abrasion, which uniformly is less 
than 0.5 in with over the entire circumference of the wound. 
There is no evidence of soot deposition or stippling on the skin 
circumscribing this wound, which is designated as "1", for 
purposes of reference and identification.  From this gunshot 
wound of entrance, the missile track passes from left to right, 
front to back, and above to below, 5 degrees below the transverse 
plane, and 2 degrees from the coronal plane. 
 
The missile track enters the left thoracic cavity through a 2.5 
x 2.8 cm ragged, irregular defect localized in the left third 
interspace.  The track immediately perforates the upper lobe of 
the left lung, passing medially and very slightly downward, 
creating a 1 cm in diameter hemorrhagic track which is 
circumscribed by cylindrical parenchymal hemorrhage to a 
diameter of 2 cm.  The track exits the medial left upper lung 
lobe, and immediately enters and perforates the right atrium, 
resulting in a complex disruptive injury.  The track continues 
on to perforate the mid esophagus, creating a through and through, 
hemorrhagic defect, with extensive associated posterior 
mediastinal hemorrhage in the esophageal and pericardial region. 
The missile track then continues on to the right, entering and 
exiting the lower lobe of the right lung, creating a 1 cm in 
diameter hemorrhagic defect, with circumscribing cylindrical 
hemorrhage to a greatest diameter of 2 cm.  The missile track 
subsequently exits the right thoracic wall through a 1.3 x 0.9 
cm defect in the fifth interspace, with associated fracturing of 
the sixth rib.  From the subcutaneous tissues of the right 
lateral thorax is recovered a partially deformed, semijacketed 
gray metal missile, which has the remnants of a central post, in 
the characteristic appearance of Hydrashok ammunition.  This 
missile is retained for evidence. 
 
On the lateral right upper arm, with its center point 22 cm 
below the point of the right shoulder, is a 09.9 cm in diameter 
gunshot wound of entrance.  There is no evidence of soot 
deposition or stippling on the skin circumscribing this wound, 
which is designated as "2A" for purposes of reference and 
identification.  The wound is circumscribed by very minimal 
marginal abrasion, which uniformly is less than 0.1 cm in width. 
From this gunshot wound of entrance, a missile track .passes 



through the soft tissues and deep musculature of the arm, 
exiting from the inner medial upper arm thorough a 1.6 x 2 cm 
somewhat disrupted defect located with its center point 11 cm 
below the axillary fold.  This exit defect is designed as "2B", 
for purposes of reference and identification.  The missile track 
continues on to immediately enter the right upper anterior 
thoracic wall, through a 1.8 x 0.9 cm irregular shored reentry 
wound, localized with its center point 531/2" above the bottom 
of the right heel with the body in the erect position, and 
immediately lateral to the center point of the nipple.  The 
wound measures 1.8 x 0.9 cm, has irregular abrasion along the 
superior and superior lateral margins within dimensions of 1.8 x 
0.4 cm.  From this shored reentry wound, a missile track passes 
from front to back, right to left, and above to below, 40 degrees 
below the transverse plane, and 30 degrees from the sagittal 
plane. 
 
The missile track enters the right abdominal cavity through a 
1.3 cm in greatest diameter hemorrhagic defect in the right 
sixth interspace below the costal cartilage), with an associated 
fracture of the seventh costal cartilage.  The track passes 
immediately into the abdomen, resulting in a 1.3 cm in diameter 
slightly disrupted graze defect on the anterior right lobe of 
the liver.  The missile track passes through the hepatic flexure 
of the colon, resulting in a through and through perforation, with 
slight accompanying associated soft tissue hemorrhage in this 
region.  The missile terminates its path within the peritoneal 
cavity, and a somewhat deformed, semijacketed gray metal missile 
with the remnants of a central post (typical of Hydrashok 
ammunition) is recovered from between the loops of small bowel 
in the abdomen. The reentry wound in the right anterior thoracic 
wall is designated as "2C", for purposes of reference and 
identification. 
 
3.  On the left upper mid anterior thorax, with its center pint 
521/2" above the bottom of the left heel with the body in the 
erect position, 11 cm medial to the left nipple and 2.54 cm from 
the mid-line, is a 0.8 cm in diameter, generally circular gunshot 
wound of entrance.  This entry wound is designated as "3" for 
purposes of reference and identification.  The margins exhibit 
very minimal abrasion, less than 0.5 cm in greatest width, and there 
is no evidence of soot deposition or stippling on the skin 
circumscribing this wound.  From this gunshot wound of entrance, 
a missile track passes from right to right, above to below, and 
front to back, 25 degrees below the transverse plane, and 30 
degrees from the sagittal plane. 
 
The missile track perforates 
the sternum at the level of the left fourth interspace, 
resulting in a fractured defect which is 2.3 cm in diameter, and 
extensively hemorrhagic.  The track immediately passes into the 
pericardial sac, and enters the heart, resulting in a large 
somewhat elongate perforated defect on the anterior left 
ventricular wall, which measures 5.5 cm in diameter , and is 
severely hemorrhagic.  The track passes through the heart, 
severely disrupting the interventricular septum, and exits from 
the posterior left ventricular wall through a ragged, 5.8 cm in 



greatest diameter elongate defect.  The pericardial sac contains 
70 ml of blood.  The track perforates the diaphragm through a 
0.9 cm in diameter defect, then immediately perforates the 
stomach in a through and through fashion, resulting in paired, 1.1 
cm in diameter slightly hemorrhagic defects in the gastric well. 
The track then reperforates the posterior diaphragm, through a 1 
cm in diameter defect, grazes the lower lobe of the left lung, 
and exits the left thoracic wall through a 1.3 cm in diameter 
defect in the posterolateral ninth interspace, with an 
associated notching fracture of the upper margin of the tenth 
rib.  From within the soft tissues of the left posterior thorax 
is recovered a somewhat deformed, semijacketed gray metal 
missile, with the remnants of a central post, typical of 
Hydrashok ammunition.  This is retained for evidence. 
 
4.  On the left lateral flank, behind the anterior superior 
iliac spine, with its center point 391/2" above the bottom of 
the left heel with the body in the erect position, is a 09.8 cm 
in diameter gunshot wound of entrance.  There is no evidence of 
soot deposition or stippling on the skin circumscribing this 
wound, which is designated as "4", for purposes of reference and 
identification.  The margin is involved by abrasion that various 
from 0.3 to 0.4 cm in width.  From this gunshot wound of 
entrance, the missile track passes from left to right,  
back to front, and above to below, 10 degrees below the 
transverse plane, and 30 degrees in front of the coronal plane. 
The missile track passes through the soft tissues of the left 
pelvic region, and impacts the body of the left ileum, resulting 
in a perforated defect measuring 2.5 cm in diameter, with 
extensive associated fracturing in the immediate region. 
Innumerable bony fragments are distributed throughout this area, 
admixed with fragments of the missile.  A large lead fragment 
and two small fragments of bullet jacket are recovered, and 
these are retained for evidence. 
 
In the right inguinal region, localized 1.5 cm below the 
inguinal fold, 36" above the right heel of the body in the erect 
position, at the level of the penile base, 7 cm to the right of 
the mid-line, is a 1.2 x 0.8 cm in diameter gunshot wound of 
entrance.  From this gunshot wound of entrance, which is 
designated as "5" for purposes of reference and identification 
purposes, the missile track passes straight back, within both 
the transverse and sagittal planes.  There is no evidence of 
soot deposition or stippling on the skin circumscribing this 
wound. 
 
The missile track passes immediately posteriorly, resulting in a 
fractureperforation of the right inferior pubic ramus.  The 
missile continues on posteriorly, coursing through the right 
buttock tissues, and in the apex of the intergluteal fold, 
exits, and immediately reenters the left buttock apex medially, 
subsequently coursing laterally, into the subcutaneous tissues. 
The exit defect measures 0.8 cm in diameter, and is designated 
as "5B"; the reentrance defect measures 1.3 cm, and is 
designated as "5C".  In the left mid buttock, beneath the 
subcutaneous tissues, in a hemorrhagic pocket, is recovered a 
partially deformed, semijacketed gray metal missile which has a 



central post remnant, characteristic of "Hydrashok" ammunition. 
This missile is retained for evidence. 
 
6.  On the lateral left hip, with its center point 3634" above 
the bottom of the left heel with the body in the erect position, 
is a 1.2 x 0.9 cm, slightly oval gunshot wound of entrance. 
There is no evidence of soot deposition or stippling on the skin 
circumscribing this wound, which is designated as "6A" for 
purposes of reference and identification. The margin is circumscribed 
by a 
0.1 to 0.3 cm wide abrasion.  From this gunshot wound of 
entrance, the missile track passes from left to right, 
above to below, and back to front, 10 degrees from the coronal 
plane, and 45 degrees below the transverse plane.  The missile 
track passes through the left thigh, exiting from the medial 
proximal left thigh through a 1 cm in diameter exit defect that 
has slight, 0.1 to 0.2 cm in diameter abrasion around its 
circumference.  This wound is designated as "6B", which is 33 
inches above the bottom of the left heel.  The missile track 
then immediately enters the left anterior scrotum, resulting in 
a 09.9 cm in diameter defect.  In the mid-line of the scrotum, a 
1.8 x 1.2 cm lacerated defect is apparent, whereas on the right 
anterior scrotum is a 09.9 cm in diameter exit defect.  This 
central defect represents a laceration caused by the passage of 
the missile through the immediate subcutaneous tissues.  These 
wounds are designated as "6C, 6D, and 6E" for purposes of 
reference and identification.  The missile track immediately 
reenters the medial right thigh, through a 1.2 x 0.8 cm in 
diameter defect is localized 31 and 3/4" above the bottom of the 
right heel.  This wound is designated as "6F".  The track 
through the right thigh passes solely through the subcutaneous 
tissues and musculature, exiting from the lateral right thigh 
through an irregular, stellate, 2 x 2 cm defect, localized on 
the anterolateral surface, 29" above the bottom of the right 
heel.  This defect is designated as "6G".  The entire trajectory 
of this missile causes no severe vascular or structural injuries 
to any of the anatomical sites which it perforated. 
 
EVIDENCE OF INJURY, UPPER EXTREMITIES: With exception of the  
gunshot wound injury involving the right upper arm, no significant 
injuries 
are associated with the upper extremities. 
EVIDENCE OF INJURY, LOWER EXTREMITIES: With the exception of the 
gunshot wound injuries as described, 
no other injuries involving the lower extremities are 
identified. 
 
 
INTERNAL EXAMINATION  Body Cavities: The right pleural 
cavity contains 960 ml of blood, and the left pleural cavity 
contains 640 ml of blood.  The pericardial sac contains 70 ml of 
blood, as previously described.  The peritoneal cavity is free 
of hemorrhage.  All of the body organs are in he normal, 
anatomical positions.  No evidence of adhesions are apparent in 
any of the body cavities. 
 
 



Central Nervous System: The brain weighs 1420 grams. 
The leptomeninges are thin and 
delicate.  The structures at the base of the brain, including 
cranial nerves and blood vessels, are intact and unremarkable. 
Sections through the cerebral hemispheres reveal no evidence of 
preexisting internal pathology; the ventricles are filled with a 
clear cerebral spinal fluid.  The brain stem and cerebellar 
sections are likewise unremarkable. 
 
 
Cardiovascular System: The heart weighs 415 grams.  
The pericardial sac is perforated 
and hemorrhagic, as a consequence of the gunshot injuries as 
previously described.  The coronary arteries arise in the usual 
locations and follow the characteristic courses, and are widely 
patent and unremarkable.  The myocardium is red-brown, firm, and 
involved by the disruptive gunshot wound injuries, as previously 
delineated; no other focal lesions are noted.  The aorta and 
vena cava arise in the usual locations and follow the 
characteristic courses, and are widely patent, normal, and 
normally developed.  The chambers and valves of the heart bear 
the usual size/position relationships, and except as previously 
described, are normally developed and grossly not unusual. 
 
 
Respiratory System: The right and left lungs  
weigh 335 and 355 grams, respectively. 
The pleural surfaces are smooth, glistening and not unusual, 
except for the bullet perforations as previously delineated. 
The upper airway is free of foreign debris and other material; 
the larynx and hyoid bone are intact and unremarkable.  Sections 
through the pulmonary parenchyma reveal no other evidence of 
preexisting pathology, except for the injuries as 
previously described.  The pulmonary arteries and veins 
arise and return to the heart in the usual fashion, and are 
widely patent and unremarkable.  
Liver and Biliary System: The liver weighs 1550  
grams, and has a smooth, intact 
capsule covering red-brown, firm parenchyma, with no focal 
lesions noted (except for the small gunshot wound injuries, as 
previously described).  The gallbladder contains 15 ml of dark 
red-green, viscous bile; the mucosa is velvety and unremarkable. 
 
Alimentary Track: The esophagus is lined  
by gray-white, smooth mucosa.  The gastric 
mucosa is arranged in the usual rugal folds, and is involved by 
the perforations, as previously delineated.  The gastric lumen 
is empty; there is no significant spillage of stomach contents 
within the peritoneal cavity.  The small and large bowel are 
unremarkable.  The appendix is present.  The pancreas has the 
usual gray-white, lobulated architecture, and the ducts are 
clear. 
 
Genitourinary System: The right and  
left kidneys weigh 130 and 150 grams, 
respectively.  The renal capsules are smooth and thin, 
semitransparent, and strip with ease from the underlying smooth, 



delicately lobulated cortical surfaces.  The cortices are of the 
usual thickness, and the medullary pyramids are slightly 
congested.  The collecting systems are normal.  The urinary 
bladder contains a moderate quantity of clear yellow urine.  The 
testes and prostate gland are normal and unremarkable. 
 
Reticuloendothelial System: The spleen  
weighs 130 grams, and has a smooth intact capsule 
covering red-purple, firm parenchyma, with unremarkable lymphoid 
follicles.  The regional lymph nodes are not unusual. 
 
Endocrine System: The pituitary, thyroid and adrenal glands are grossly 
unremarkable. 
 
PATHOLOGIC DIAGNOSES:  
I.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering left  
upper anterior chest, without exit:  
a.  Perforation, left third interspace, with 
associated hemorrhage   
b.  Perforation, upper lobe, left lung  
c.  Complex perforation, right atrium 
d.  Through and through perforation, esophagus 
e.  Perforation, lower lobe, right lung 
f.  Exit from thoracic cavity, right fifth interspace, with 
fracture of sixth rib 
g.  Recovery of missile, right posterolateral thoracic wall 
h.  Intrathoracic hemorrhage, left and right pleural cavities, 
960 ml in right chest and 640 ml in left chest 
 
II.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering and exiting 
right upper arm, with reentry of right anterior thorax: 
 
a.  Perforation, right sixth interspace, with costal cartilage 
fracture 
b.  Graze injury, liver. 
c.  Perforation, hepatic flexure, large bowel 
d.  Recovery of missile, between loops of small bowel, 
peritoneal cavity 
 
III.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering left upper 
anterior thorax, without exit: 
a.  Perforation, sternum at left fourth interspace level 
b.  Through and through perforations with severe disruption, heart 
c.  Perforation, diaphragm 
d.  Through and through perforations, stomach 
e.  Reperforation, diaphragm 
f.  Graze injury, lower lobe, left lung 
g.  Exit, left thoracic cavity, ninth interspace, with notching 
fracture of tenth rib 
h.  Recovery of missile, left posterolateral thoracic wall 
 
IV.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering left lateral 
flank, without exit: 
a.  Perforationfracture, body of left ilium, with localized bony 
disruption 
b.  Recovery of multiple missile fragments, soft tissues, left 
ilium 



 
V.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering right inguinal 
region, without exit: 
a.  Perforationfracture, right inferior pubic ramus 
b.  Perforation, right buttock 
c.  Exit, medial right buttock 
d.  Reentry, medial left buttock 
e.  Recovery of missile, hemorrhage subcutaneous pocket, left 
buttock 
 
VI.  Gunshot wound, range indeterminate, entering lateral left 
hip, with multiple reentry's and exits: 
a.  Perforation, soft tissues and muscles, left thigh 
b.  Exit, medial left thigh 
c.  Reentrance, superficial laceration, and re-exit, scrotum 
d.  Reentry, medial right thigh  
e.  Exit, lateral right thigh 
 
VII.  Contusion, lateral right neck. 
 
VIII. Superficial cuts (2) anterior right upper thorax. 
 
OPINION: 
 
This 22 year old Native American male, Gregory Allen Sevier, 
sustained a total of 6 gunshot wound injuries, which were 
sustained when he was shot during an altercation with two police 
officers.  Of these gunshot wound injuries, two would have been 
distinctly fatal within seconds, as both of these severely 
involved the heart.  Alone and independent of each other, each 
of these wounds would have resulted in rapidly fatal internal 
hemorrhage.  Another gunshot wound passed through the right arm 
and into the abdomen, perforating the large intestine; this 
potentially could have been fatal, but alone and of itself, 
could have been survivable.  The location and appearance of the 
entry and exit wounds in the right upper arm, in conjunction 
with the reentry in the right abdomen, indicates that the upper 
arm was distinctly raised, and located in an anterior position 
in relation to the body, at the time that this gunshot wound was 
received.  The remaining three gunshot wounds involved the lower 
extremities and pelvis, and resulted in no significant internal 
damage.  Two small, very superficial cuts were localized on the 
right upper anterior thoracic wall; these were extremely 
superficial in nature, and resulted in no significant internal 
damage.  It is not possible to ascertain whether these injuries 
were sustained in a self-inflicted manner, or occurred in some 
accidental fashion during the course of events that culminated 
in this man's death.  The decedent was intoxicated by alcoholic 
beverages at the time of his death.  The manner of death is 
homicide. 
 
KLS:wb Dictated: 4/22/91 Transcribed: Rough 4/24/91 Final 
4/26/91 
 
Q.  Now, Doctor, on Dr. Sperry's report the report indicates 
death was attributable to homicide.  Is that correct?  
A. Yes. 



Q.  And could you tell us in the vernacular of pathology 
what homicide means? 
A.  It means a human being killed, and 
the death certificate has several boxes.  It has homicide, 
suicide, accident, natural, and of the four it was homicide. 
Q.  Is there any inference by referring it to a homicide in 
pathological terms that it was the result of a criminal 
act? 
A.  No. 
Q.  Is it possible to determine when you do an autopsy whether  
something is a result of a criminal act or not? 
A.  No. 
MR. FLORY: I have no further questions. 
The jury may certainly ask Dr.  Moddrell any questions. 
JUROR BARBUSH: Could you tell us his height and 
weight? 
A.  He was approximately 200 pounds and he was 72 
inches, which would be six feet.  I might yes. 
JUROR VANSAUN: I was just going to ask you if it's normal procedure to 
have someone else from outside the county do an autopsy? 
A. It's not a normal procedure but it's an option.  I have the 
qualifications to do an autopsy that I desire to do, but in a 
particularly complicated case involving multiple bullet wounds 
and two separate shootists I felt like I needed the expertise of 
someone that only does that kind of autopsy.  The office that 
Dr. Sperry is in does 2000 autopsies a year, which is many, many 
more than we do in Lawrence, Kansas.  I might add two more 
details that I wasn't asked.  Number one, we could not judge 
from the autopsy the distance of the gunshots.  Whenever the 
wound is more than two feet away from the gun there is no 
evidence around the bullet hole to indicate distance and so 
that's why you'll notice on the report that it says range 
indeterminant.  The other is that, according to Dr. Sperry, all 
of the wounds were at angles that indicated the victim was 
upright when struck.  
MR. FLORY: Any further questions for Dr. Moddrell? 
We'd like to call Robin Mather. ROBIN MATHER, called  
as a witness, having been first duly sworn, 
testified under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 
FLORY:  
Q.  Tell us your name, please. 
A.  Robin Mather. 
Q.  And where do you work? 
A.  In the jail at the Douglas County Sheriff's Department. 
Q.  As a part of your duties at the jail do you also occasionally run 
the 
Intoximeter? 
A.  Yes, I do. 
Q.  And in general terms what's the Intoximeter do? 
A.  It registers the blood alcohol in a person's lung,  
the air from the person's lungs. 
Q.  Okay.  And this is one of those things that you blow into and 
then you get a readout?  
A.  Yes, yeah, they blow into the machine and the machine  
registers the air and then analyzes it 
and comes up with a test result. 
Q.  And you're certified to operate the machine? 



A.  Yes, I am.  
Q.  And the machine is also certified; is that correct? 
A.  By the State, yes. 
Q.  On the morning of April the 21st, 1991, did you have 
occasion to administer Intoximeters to James Phillips and Ted 
Bordman?  
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And at whose request, if you remember, did you administer 
those?  
A.  Lieutenant Mike Hall. 
Q.  Could you tell us what the results of the 
Intoximeter testing was? 
A.  They both tested point zero. 
Q.  And that indicates no blood alcohol concentration 
in the system; is that correct? 
A.  None at all. 
MR. FLORY: I don't have any further questions.  The jury may have a 
question for you.  Thank you very much, then. Doctor, it 
appears that we're going to need to go into tomorrow anyway.  Do 
you want to break at this point or would you rather proceed with 
additional witnesses? 
DR. MODDRELL: Do you still have more witnesses?  
MR. FLORY: I think it's likely that we do.  If 
we could have about ten minutes to confer, and then if it's your 
pleasure to continue today we can do that. 
DR. MODDRELL: Well, we know that if we did continue, then their  
deliberations are going to have to go late. 
MR. FLORY: Which we may want to ask the jury whether they would  
rather return tomorrow or continue today. 
DR. MODDRELL: Do you want to talk about 
that among yourselves? 
JUROR ROBERTS: Tomorrow. 
DR. MODDRELL: Tomorrow.  They would like to come back 
tomorrow. 
MR. FLORY: In that case I would ask that we 
recess for today but return tomorrow morning at 9:00 o'clock. 
DR. MODDRELL: Okay.  Shall I read this admonishment again? 
Do I need to do that? 
MR. FLORY: Sure.  I think it would be appropriate. 
DR. MODDRELL: I must admonish each of you as 
jurors that it is your duty not to converse with or allow 
yourselves to be addressed by any person on any subject of this 
inquest.  It is further your duty not to form or express any 
opinion about this inquest until the evidence is completed and 
the matter is finally submitted to you for your decision.  This 
admonishment shall apply to every separation of the jury.  So we 
start at 9:00 in the morning? 
MR. FLORY: That would be fine. 
 
(The evening recess was taken at 4:52, and the following 
proceedings were had on Wednesday, May 3, 1991.) 
 
MR. FLORY: We ready, Doctor? 
DR. MODDRELL: Yes. 
MR. DIEHL: We would call Craig Shanks.CRAIG SHANKS, called as a 
witness, 
having been first duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: 



DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. DIEHL: 
Q.  Could you tell us your name, please? 
A.  Craig Shanks. 
Q.  And are you a detective with the Lawrence city Police 
Department?  
A.  Yes, I am. 
Q.  Were you so employed on April 21st of this year? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And during that date did you have occasion to visit with  
Judy Hoffman? 
A.  Yes, I did.  I interviewed her at the law enforcement 
center.  
Q.  And did you determine through that interview what her 
relationship to Gregg Sevier is? 
A.  She stated that she was the sister of Gregg Sevier. 
Q.  Now, about what time did the interview with Ms. Hoffman  
take place? 
A.  From approximately 3:30 in the morning to 5:30 in the 
morning.  
Q.  At that time had other witnesses been brought to the law 
enforcement 
center for an interview? 
A.  Miss Hoffman was there, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sevier were there, along with three police officers that 
were at the scene of the shooting. 
Q.  Were different persons assigned to interview each one of  
those witnesses? 
A.  Yes, one to, one detective was assigned to interview each 
witness. 
Q.  Including the police officers? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  And were the witnesses interviewed together or were they 
separated? 
A.  They were interviewed separately, standard 
procedure to interview them separately. 
Q.  Tell us, Officer Shanks, why that is standard procedure. 
A.  It provides for the most accurate independent  
recollection of the victim of the witness that you're  
interviewing at the time.  It's easier for 
people to give an independent accounting than it is to have 
other people there giving their accounts also.  It's less 
confusing. 
Q.  Is it also difficult to listen to more than 
one person talking at the same time? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  Now, Officer Shanks, did you ask Miss Hoffman about her 
relationship with her brother, Gregg Sevier? 
A.  I didn't ask her specifically about her relationship. I asked her 
about 
Greg's behavior and whether he ever acted unusual in the morning 
as he had earlier that morning. 
Q.  And was Miss Hoffman willing to talk about that? 
A.  Yes, she was. 
Q.  Prior to taking any statement from her did you show her the 
voluntary 
consent form? 
A.  I showed her our standard witness suspect 



statement form. 
Q.  And on that form are there certain rights 
that are outlined for people to look at? 
A.  Yes.  The Miranda warnings are included on the form.  That's, 
they're 
mainly there for suspects to view to know what their rights are 
in the situation. 
Q.  Did you point those rights out to Miss Hoffman? 
A.  Yes, I did.  I explained to her that her 
rights were there and I told her that she was certainly free to 
go ahead and read over those.  I showed her and explained to her 
what needed to be filled in on her part and what I would fill in 
and told her that since she was obviously not under arrest or 
not considered a suspect, that I didn't feel Miranda was 
appropriate, that I wasn't going to read it to her, that she 
could go ahead and read it for herself. 
Q.  Do you know whether she read it? 
A.  I believe she studied the form for 
awhile, she was filling it out, I can't say for certain.  She 
didn't read it aloud. 
Q.  Now, what, if anything, did Miss Hoffman tell you about  
Gregg's behavior on prior occasions? 
A.  I initially asked her if he'd been having any problems at 
home and she related that there were some problems, there had 
been some arguments between he and his parents earlier 
that week over the use of the family car.  She related that 
Gregg had, against his parents' wishes, made a separate set of 
keys to one of the vehicles and was using the vehicle for what 
she thought was to go see his girlfriend, Rhonda.  She said that 
Gregg had permission to use the car, or the cars from his 
parents to go to work but they didn't appreciate him using the 
car in what she called after hours, after work hours.   
Q.  Did she relate to you any problems the night previously? 
A.  She said that approximately 3:00 o'clock, it would have been the 
early morning of the 20th, that Gregg had turned his stereo up 
loudly, she said it was she thought Ozzie Osborn rock music, and 
that her father had gone in and was able to get him to turn the 
music down. 
Q.  Now, Miss Hoffman has testified in this 
hearing that she vaguely remembers an incident which happened 
several years ago involving a knife.  Did she relate was her 
memory more clear on the evening, or the morning that you 
interviewed her? 
A.  She related three specific incidents to 
me where the police had called, were called because of Gregg's 
violence to himself or the family.  She thought that one 
incident had occurred in either 1984 or 1985.  She said that she 
had been sitting in the living room watching TV and for no 
reason what so ever Gregg had come out and had obtained a knife, 
from the kitchen she thought, and waved the knife at her, said 
that he was going to kill her, and then he had gone back to his 
room.  She said her parents were downstairs at the time watching 
TV, I believe with another couple, and she had called 911, the 
police had arrived and Gregg was arrested at that time for 
aggravated assault, I believe is what she said.  She also 
related an incident which she thought occurred in 1989 where she 
had noticed that her new, newer car was missing.  She said that 



she had looked in Gregg's room and saw what she described as a 
large pool of blood on the floor.  I asked her what she meant by 
a large pool of blood and she said that she felt that it was 
something that would have been caused by something like a 
nose bleed, it was larger than that.  She was worried about 
Gregg's safety.  She called the police at that time.  She said 
that a short time thereafter the police found Gregg in her car, 
she thought it was at the Haskell campus.  Paramedics were, 
treated Gregg as she and her family arrived and she said the 
paramedics had told her that Gregg had slit his wrists in what 
they thought was a plea for help. 
Q.  Okay.  Were there any other incidents that Mr. Sevier's  
sister related to you? 
A. The last incident that she related to me was in April of 1990. 
She said that she was sitting in the living room once again in a 
chair, it was on she thought a Saturday night.  She said Gregg 
had come home and he was intoxicated and began harassing her, 
she said, for no apparent reason and wanting to know why she was 
at home by herself on a Saturday night.  She said that Gregg 
then threw her and the chair up against a wall and that she 
stayed under the chair and kind of crawled under a coffee table 
as Gregg was hitting her about the face.  She told me that she 
had been treated at the hospital for these injuries and that 
there was a police report on file, that her mother had called 
the police.  
Q.  Now, was there a more recent incident related 
to you, more recent than April of 1990? 
A.  No, not that I recall. 
 
THEREUPON, Exhibits 911 were marked for 
identification). 
Q.  Now, Officer, I'm going to show you 
three exhibits now marked Exhibits 9, 10, and 11.  Are those the 
police reports that you have referred to concerning the prior 
incidents related to you by Miss Hoffman, Gregg Sevier's 
sister?  
 
EXHIBIT 9 KANSAS STANDARD OFFENSE REPORT Lawrence Police Dept. 0230100 
CASE NO. 903470 DATE REPORTED: 040990 Time reported: 2331 Time 
arrived: 2334 Time Cleared: 0015 Date of offense 040990 Time 
occurred 2320 OFFENSE: Battery (Domestic Violence STATUTES: 
213412 LOCAL CODE 404 (LOCATION OF OFFENSE: 1627 E 18th 
Terr. TYPE OF PREMISE: Single Residence NAME: Hoffman, Judy I. 
V/RP I F 30 102359 507 160 bLK bRO DESCRIBE BRIEFLY HOW OFFENSE 
WAS COMMITTED: Suspect struck victim several times about the 
head and body. 
 
SUSPECT NUMBER ONE: Sevier, Greg A. IM 21 072368 600 200 BLK BRN 
ARRESTED: Yes. 
NARRATIVE: On 040990 R/O T. Haal L35 (125), Officer S. Sarnowiec 
L58 (120) and Sgt. Warren L9 (119) were dispatched to 1627 E. 
18th Terr in reference to a domestic distr./fight between a 
brother and sister. 
 
Upon arrival officers contacted the victim Judy I . Hoffman, 
I/F, 102359.  Hoffman advised that she and her mother were 
watching T.V. when her brother, Greg A.  Sevier, I/M, 072368, 



returned from partying and appeared to be intoxicated.  Hoffman 
advised that Sevier became very verbally abusive towards her. 
Hoffman advised that Sevier hit her with a chair, threw her 
around then pinned her on the floor and hit her in the head four 
or five times.  Hoffman advised her mother sent Sevier to his 
room and she was able to exit the residence until officers 
arrived. 
 
It appeared to R/O that Hoffman had been in some type of 
scuffle and she was very upset wishing to press charges.   
 
Sevier was placed under arrest by R/O and transported to the 
DG. CO. Jail where he was booked for Battery Sec. 14401.1, Ct. 
#221681. No further info. 
 
EXHIBIT 10 LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER  DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS  
INVESTIGATION REPORT  Case Number 893591 Date 041989 TITLE OF 
CASE: SEVIER, Gregg A.  TYPE OF OFFENSE: Attempted Suicide DATE 
OF REPORT: 041889 LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: 1627 E 18th Terrace 
DATE & TIME OCCURRED: 0418989 20002340 OFFICERS: Ward L50, 
Anderson, L43 NARRATIVE: On 041889 at 2359 hrs. while in Unit 
125, R/O and Off. D. Ward L50 were dispatched to 1627 E 18th 
Terrace in reference to an automobile breech of trust situation 
involving Gregg A. Sevier and the owner of the car, Sevier's 
sister, Judy I. Hoffman.  Upon arrival, officers contacted Gregg 
Sevier's mother and his sister Ms Hoffman.  They advised that 
Gregg had been drinking again, despite just finishing an alcohol 
treatment program in K. C. and that they had removed the battery 
from his car this evening so that he would not drive.  They 
advised that Gregg was in and out of the house between 2000-2340 
hrs.  At approx. 2340 hrs., Ms Hoffman noticed that her car keys 
to her 1989 2 door Red Chevy Berretta bearing KS personalized tag 
"JUDY O," were missing.  She also noted that the car was gone. 
They checked Gregg's bedroom and he was also gone, however, a 
large pool of blood was found on the carpet in his room.  They 
could not explain the origin of this blood and they were 
concerned about Gregg's welfare, due to his intoxicated state. 
Ms. Hoffman advised that although Gregg had no right to take her 
car without her permission, at this point, she only wanted 
L.P.D. to locate her car as she was not interested in filing a 
stolen auto report or prosecuting Gregg. 
 
R/O and Off. Ward began searching for the vehicle and Sevier. 
At 0104 hrs.  officers located the car eastbound on Winona Lane 
near the Haskell Campus.  Officers stopped the car and found 
Gregg driving it along with 3 Indian females as passengers. 
Gregg had some dried blood on his hand and sweat pants. 
Officers ask Gregg about the blood on his person and on the 
carpet in his room.  Gregg raised his sleeves and showed 
officers that the inside of each wrists had been sliced with a 
sharp object.  They were horizontal gashes, each about 1 inch 
long.  Gregg advised officers that he had been upset earlier in 
the evening but that the cuts were "accidents" he had incurred 
with a knife.  Gregg appeared to be somewhat intoxicated and was 
quiet but cooperative.  He appeared to be oriented as to time 
and place.  DCAS was summoned to the scene to examine the 
slashes.  DCAS personnel arrived and examined the cuts and 



cleaned them, but they advised that Gregg should be transported 
by private means to LMH Emergency Room so that hospital personnel 
could properly soucher the gashes. 
 
While Gregg was being treated at scene by DCAS personnel, Ms 
Hoffman and Gregg's father arrived on the scene.  Ms Hoffman was 
given the keys back to her car, which appeared to be undamaged. 
She reiterated that she did not desire to prosecute Gregg for 
theft of the auto.  Gregg's father agreed to transport Gregg to 
the E.R. for souchers. Gregg's father advised that approx. 
3 yrs ago, Gregg shot himself in the forehead with a B.B. gun. 
Although Gregg's father acknowledged that obviously Gregg has 
emotional alcohol problems, he feels the incident 3 yrs ago and 
tonight's incident is an attention getting device rather than a 
serious suicide attempt.  Gregg did not  appear to 
officers to be in immediate danger to himself or others. 
Officers discussed the option of a voluntary commitment 
procedure to L.M.H. psychiatric unit with Gregg's father.  Mr. 
Sevier indicated he might look into this for Gregg 
tomorrow. 
 
EXHIBIT 11 LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER  DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
OFFENSE REPORT COMPLAINT Approved by Sgt. Reeves Case No. H10270 
Date: 101882 0210 UCR Code No 0401 Type of Offense: AGG 
ASSAULT ON PO  Location: 1627 E. 18th Terr Date & Time 
Occurred: 121882 0215 Beat of occurrence: 125 Zone Code: 19 
 
VICTIM Hoffman, Judy I F 102359 1627 E 18th Terr 511 72 2170 Brn 
Blk Lawrence, Kansas 66044 
REPORTING OFFICERS: S. Brown L39, D. Bell, L66 
HOW ATTACKED: Suspect threatened V with butcher knife. 
MEANS OF ATTACK: Butcher Knife. 
 
Cleared by Arrest Greg Allen Sevier I M 72368 State Charges: 2 
CTS AGG ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER\ Date of Arrest: 121882 
 
SUSPECT 1 SEVIER, Greg Allen I M 72368 1627 E 18th Terr SSN: Unk 
5' 165 Brn Blk Lawrence, KS 66044 School Address: Central Jr Hi 
Jeans, Blk T-shirt 
 
WITNESS SEVIER, Willie (Father) I M 102538 1627 E 18th Terr 
8436398 WITNESS SEVIER, Orene (Mother) I F 3237 1627 E 18th Terr 
W #3 REVERE, Robert I M 112 Glenview 7493783 NARRATIVE: On 
121882 RO and L66 Bell in 129 were dispatched ref. a domestic 
where S#1 had threatened V#1 with a knife.  At the scene RO was 
met by the V and the mother.  The V is sister to S#1.  They 
advised S#1 was in his bedroom.  Officers went to the bedroom 
and found S#1 with his back to the door (RO) and listening to a 
very loud stereo.  RO called S#1 by name several times and he 
turned, at which point RO saw S#1 had in his R hand a long 
butcher knife.  RO warned Bell, and asked S#1 what the problem 
was.  At that time the V and Mother who had followed officers to 
the bedroom, spoke up.  As the V and Mother spoke, S#1 jumped to 
his feet, very irate waving the knife and telling officers to 
get them out right away or someone would be hurt.  Subj. started 
approach Bell & RO with the knife raised to stab with.  S#1 was 
obviously very very upset and appeared intoxicated. 



The V, Mother, Father and W#3, the Uncle, were all trying to get 
in the room and talk at the same time, agitating S#1 even more. 
RO and Bell ordered everyone out of the room, as S#1 was 
approaching RO with upraised knife.  Throughout the 
confrontation S#1 appeared both ready and willing to use the 
knife.  Officers had difficulty removing other parties from the 
room as they kept trying to regain entry.  RO acted as a block 
for Bell so he could escort everyone out of the room.  S#1 kept 
yelling for his Mother and sister (the V) to get out of the 
house immediately.  The confrontation lasted approx. 10 min. 
During that time S#1 had approached RO to where RO was standing 
just inside the door, with the S#1 in arms reach, where he could 
stab RO without having to step forward.  RO did not draw service 
revolver only because RO believed S#1 would indeed use the knife 
if this action were taken.  While not actively involved in 
removing the rest of the family from the room, Bell was beside 
or slightly behind RO, in such proximity that he was in equal 
danger.  After everyone but RO, Bell and S#1 was removed from 
hearing, Officers finally calmed S#1 and convinced him to put 
the knife on the bed.  However S#1 would not move away from it 
and at one point acted as if he were about to pick it up again. 
 
Prior to putting the knife down, S#1 asked who called the 
police.  RO replied he did not know, at which time it was 
clearly evident S#1's anger and threatening motion was directed 
at officers. Also at the point when Bell escorted the Uncle 
W#3 out of the room S#1 was extremely irate at officers and was 
advancing towards RO.  It was necessary to remove W#3 as he was 
very intoxicated and increasing the problem. 
 
Almost entirely through the confrontation S#1 had the knife in 
an upraised position for stab. After S#1 had placed the 
knife on the bed, when S#1 raised his arm to gesture about 
something, RO moved forward and tackled S#1, with Bell securing 
the knife.  At this point S#1 became passive and docile. RO 
transported S#1 to the LEC and contacted Michelle Frazier. 
After relating what happened to Frazier, she advised to place 
S#1 in jail until Monday, which RO did. 
 
Bell remained at the scene and obtained verbal statement from 
the V.  Bell secured the knife and gave it to RO for evidence. 
RO at the station contacted the Father W#1 in person.  W#1 
stated the evenings problems were probably a culmination of 
drinking, a problem with alcohol and marijuana, and constant 
family problem with the V and the Mother. The knife was 
marked and placed in evidence. 
 
Suspect was charged with 2 counts of Aggravated Assault on 
Police Officer. REPORTING OFFICER [RO]: S. Brown,  
 
A.  Exhibit No. 9 appears to be a report taken from April of 
1990, lists the victim as Judy Hoffman and says that the suspect 
struck the victim several times about the head and body, lists 
the suspect as Gregg Sevier, and it appears to be the incident 
she described to me which occurred  
Q.  How about No. 10? 
A.  No. 10 is a attempted suicide report, it lists Gregg 



Sevier as the victim, where it says the victim slashed both 
wrists with a knife, and it says it occurred in April of 
1989. 
Q.  Does that coincide with, or approximately with what 
Miss Hoffman told you concerning that incident? 
A.  Yes, it does. 
Q.  And if you'd look at the last exhibit. 
A.  Exhibit 11 is a report, lists the victim as Judy Hoffman, 
suspect is listed as Gregg Sevier, and it appears the report, to 
be the report where Judy reported that Gregg had threatened her 
with a butcher knife. 
Q.  Now, Officer Shanks, as part of 
your investigation did you examine the vest that Officer Bordman 
was wearing? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And on that vest is there a warning label concerning the  
use of that vest? 
A.  Yes. It's a warning label that was applied by the manufacturer.  It 
indicates that it applies to a certain threat level and it also 
indicates that the vest is not designed or intended to protect 
the wearer from rifle fire or a sharper edged or pointed 
instruments. 
Q.  If you know, is that a standard warning on 
all vests? 
A.  It's a required warning on the majority of the 
newer vests, yes. 
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions 
DR. MODDRELL: Jury, do you have any questions of 
this witness?  You may be excused. 
MR. FLORY: Call Mack Pryor.called as a witness, having been  
first duly sworn, testified under oath as follows:  
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Would you please tell the jury your name and 
occupation. 
A.  My name is Mack Pryor.  I'm a detective for 
the City of Lawrence Police Department. 
Q.  And were you involved in the investigation into the  
death of Gregg Sevier on the early morning hours of April  
21st, 1991? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  What was your assignment with respect to that 
investigation, Detective? 
A.  I was assigned to interview the 
father of the deceased, and the father was Mr. Willie Sevier. 
Q.  Okay.  Did you when did you first start talking with Mr. 
Sevier that morning? 
A.  It was approximately 3:35 in the 
morning when I sat down with Mr. Sevier. 
Q.  Was anyone else present at that interview? 
A.  No.   
Q.  Is that normal procedure, to interview people without  
other individuals present?   
A.  Under the circumstances I think we had to 
because there weren't enough people to go around, but yes, it 
is.  We, we do it both ways, with two people and one person. 
Q.  Do you normally have more than one suspect in, or not 
suspect but suspect or more than one witness in an interview at 



a time? 
A.  No, we don't. 
Q.  So if additional people are there it would be another  
officer, is that what you're saying? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Now, when you first started talking 
with Mr. Sevier that morning had you received any briefing on 
the details of the shooting incident? 
A.  I was told that a person had been shot and that two officers 
were involved and the names of the officers. 
Q.  But as far as their rendition of 
events or anyone else's rendition of events, did you have that 
from any source? 
A.  No, I didn't. 
Q.  Now, during this interview did you take notes as to what  
Mr. Sevier told you? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And did you after that write a 
report on the interview? 
A.  yes, I did, that day. 
Q.  Okay.  It was done the same day? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Do you normally try to do reports as soon after an interview as 
possible? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Why do you do that? 
A . Because it's fresh in my memory. 
Q.  Now, when you talked to Mr. Sevier how many times,  
if you recall, did you go through the 
sequence of events as to what had happened at the house on East 
18th Terrace? 
A.  I went through those events with Mr. Sevier 
at least three times. 
Q.  And the first time that you went 
through the events were you asking questions? 
A.  I asked one question I remember and that was all. 
Otherwise I asked Mr. Sevier to just tell me in his own words  
what happened. 
Q.  And as he told you what happened did you take notes? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Now, did you talk to Mr. Sevier about his contact 
with the first officer that arrived? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  Did he indicate whether he had a chance to explain the situation 
that existed to that officer? 
A.  Yes.  He said he and his wife met with the officer outside,  
were waiting for the officer outside when the officer arrived  
and he explained that their son was in his bedroom with a knife. 
Q.  Now, did you also take notes on what Mr. Sevier said with  
respect to when the officer or officers drew their weapons? 
A.  Yes, I did.  
Q.  Do you have your report with you? 
A.  Yes, I do. 
Q.  Okay. If at any point you need to refresh your memory I think you 
should feel free to do that.  Would you tell us, please, what 
Mr. Sevier said about the officer approaching Gregg's door and 
what, if any, weapon was drawn? 



A.  Mr. Sevier said that the first officer to arrive  
went to Gregg's door and knocked on the door and tried the  
door and the door was locked.  Mr. Sevier said that he himself  
went and got a toothpick and opened the door for the officer and 
when the, when the door came open the officer looked inside and  
started saying, I need to see both your hands, let me see both 
your hands, and he said the officer had his night stick in his  
left hand and his right hand was near his holster and, in Mr.  
Sevier's words, he said, he was ready. 
Q.  Did you specifically ask if the gun was drawn? 
A.  Yes, I did.  
Q.  What was the response?   
A.  He said no.  
Q.  Did you go through the events again with Mr. Sevier? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And in this second time going 
through the events were you asking questions or was it just him 
saying what happened? 
A.  I was asking more questions and I 
explained to Mr. Sevier that I needed to get more detail and ask 
more questions and I asked more questions on the second time. 
Q.  That second time through did you again cover the topic of 
when the officer or officers' guns were drawn? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And could you tell us what the answers were to 
your questions in that respect? 
A.  Mr. Sevier said that the first officer did not draw his gun  
until the second officer had arrived, had already arrived and  
taken his position. 
Q.  And did both officers have their gun drawn at that point? 
A.  That's what Mr. Sevier said, yes. 
Q.  Did he indicate to you whether at that time they  
knew whether Gregg had a knife or not? 
A.  Mr. Sevier said he didn't he could not see his son 
at that time but that he could tell by the officers' actions and 
words that he must have still had the knife.  That's what he 
said to me. 
Q.  Did he make any statement to you about 
Gregg's physical strength? 
A.  Yes, he did.  He told me that Gregg worked out with  
weights and was very strong. 
A.  Okay. You asked, the first two times through you asked Mr. Sevier 
on a 
couple of occasions when the guns were drawn.  Why was that a 
part of your investigation or why did you feel that was 
relevant? 
A.  I just felt that it was necessary for me to 
know what was, what was going on at the time and where the 
officers were and what their positions were and what their 
physical presence was. 
Q.  Now, at any time during this interview how long did the  
interview last, Detective? 
A.  I think it lasted around two hours and 15 minutes. 
Q.  And during that time period did you ever indicate to Mr. Sevier 
that 
he didn't have to stay? 
A.  Yes.  After his first reading in 



his own words I told him that I was going to have to ask him 
questions and details and I told him he was under no obligation 
to talk to me. 
Q.  Now, at any time during your interview 
during this time period did Mr.  Sevier indicate differently 
than the first two versions as to when the first officer drew 
his weapon? 
A.  The third time or very close to the last, I 
think it was the last time we went over the details Mr. Sevier 
said that the first officer must have had his gun drawn before 
the second officer arrived. 
Q.  Now, in your talking to Mr. 
Sevier would you tell the jury his rendition of the first 
officer and the second officer and where they were 
located. 
A.  Mr. Sevier said the first officer was, was in 
the hallway next to Gregg Sevier's door, the second officer 
arrived and went around the first officer and into Mr. Sevier's 
bedroom, which is the master bedroom, and took up a position in 
there. 
Q.  So it was his impression that the second officer 
was in the bedroom? 
A.  Yes.  
Q.  Now, Officer Pryor, Detective Pryor, at any time during  
the interview did Mr. Sevier make any complaint to you or  
express any concern to you that he didn't have an opportunity  
to talk to the first officer there about the situation that they 
were going to investigate? 
A.  No, he didn't. 
Q.  Did you ask Mr. Sevier if Gregg was intoxicated? 
A.  Yes, I did.  If I, I asked Mr. Sevier if he thought Gregg  
was intoxicated. 
Q.  And what was his response? 
A.  He said no. 
Q.  Did you at any point in these interviews ask Mr. Sevier  
or did he tell you where he was looking at the time the shots were 
actually 
fired? 
A.  Yes.  he said he saw Gregg Sevier step out into 
the hallway and look down the hallway and say, I love you, Mom 
and at that time Mr. Sevier said he turned around to see where 
his wife was and he heard shots. 
MR. FLORY: I don't have any further questions.  The jury may  
inquire of Detective Pryor. 
 
JUROR KRING: Just to clarify one point.  he stated that the 
second officer was the one that moved into the parents' 
bedroom? 
A.  Yes, sir.  
JUROR KRING: The second? 
A.  That's what his perception was. 
JUROR KRING: Okay. 
MR. FLORY: Thank you, Detective. 
DR. MODDRELL: You may be excused. 
MR. DIEHL: We would call Sergeant James 
Haller.  JAMES HALLER, called as a witness, having been first 
duly sworn, testified under oath as follows: DIRECT 



EXAMINATION BY MR. DIEHL: 
Q.  State your name, please. 
A.  James Haller. 
Q.  Are you an officer with 
the Lawrence Police Department? 
A.  Yes, sir, I am. 
Q.  Do you currently hold the title of sergeant? 
A.  Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  How long have you been with the Lawrence Police 
Department? 
A.  Little over 29 years. 
Q.  Officer Haller, on the morning of April 21st of this  
year did you respond to the Sevier home here in Lawrence? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  And do you know approximately what time you arrived? 
A.  Approximately 6:25 A.M. 
Q.  And what was your purpose in going to that location? 
A.  To secure the scene and to 
process the scene for physical evidence and to take photographs 
and the collection of any evidence that was found at that scene. 
Q.  And did you in fact take photographs that morning? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did.  
Q.  When you arrived was the body of Gregg 
Sevier still present at the home? 
A.  Yes, it was. 
Q.  And would you describe for the jury, please, where Mr. Sevier's 
body was located? 
A.  Okay, it would have been lying with the 
feet extending into the hallway, the east end of the hall, with 
the body into the southeast bedroom. (THEREUPON, Exhibit 
12 was marked for identification).   
Q.  Officer Haller, I'm going to show you Exhibit No. 12  
and ask if you recognize it? 
A.  Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  And what is that a picture of? 
A.  This is a photograph looking east down the 
hallway and it shows the feet extending into the hallway. 
Q.  Okay.  Did you take that photograph? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did.  
Q.  And is it an accurate and fair depiction of the 
way that area looked that morning when you took the photograph? 
A.  Yes, it is. 
Q.  And referring to the diagram behind 
you, does that photograph relate to any positions on that 
diagram? 
A.  Yes, sir, it does. 
Q.  Would you tell the jury, please, what it  
relates to, what the photograph relates to 
the diagram? 
A.  Okay, the photograph shows the body, the 
feet sticking out into the hallway, and you would have the may I 
stand, please? 
Q.  Yes. 
A.  The diagram here shows the feet that extend into the  
hallway, with the rest of the body into the bedroom. 
Q.  Now on the diagram there is depicted a 
bed in the bedroom that you've identified as where the body was 



lying.  Did you make any measurements from the doorway to that 
bed? 
A.  I don't believe so, no, sir. 
Q.  Do you have an approximation as far as the distance  
between the doorway and the northeast bedroom to the bed? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  What is your approximation of that distance? 
A.  I would estimate that the distance that that bed  
was away from that wall would be approximately three to four 
feet.  
Q.  Now, Officer Haller, Exhibit No. 12 depicts a hallway,  
does it not? 
A.  Yes, sir, it does. 
Q.  What's the approximate width of the hallway? 
A.  Believe it was 32 inches. 
Q.  Okay.  And would you describe for us the doorways that are depicted 
in 
it? 
A.  The furthest doorway here with the feet sticking out 
of it is the southeast bedroom, directly across from that was a 
doorway into the victim's bedroom, and the doorway west of that 
is the entry into what I was told was the girl's bedroom. 
Q.  Now, does that photograph depict the doorway to Gregg Sevier's 
room? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  And where is it located? 
A.  It's just off to the side of where the bookcase is located here; 
you cannot actually see that doorway but I know that doorway is 
there. 
Q.  What would you approximate is the distance from 
the doorway where the body was lying to the doorway that you 
described as the girl's room? 
A.  I would estimate probably five foot. 
Q.  Now, Officer, did you retrieve a bullet out 
of the wall? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  And where did you retrieve that from? 
A.  That bullet was retrieved from the closet wall, and the  
closet being located in the girl's bedroom. 
Q.  And could you determine whether that bullet went through 
the door to that room? 
A.  Yes, sir, I could.  
Q.  Was that a solid or a hollow core door? 
A.  A hollow core door. 
Q.  And what was the approximate location of that 
bullet from the floor? 
A.  Where the bullet made an entry and 
exit in the hollow core door was 22 inches from the floor and 
where it made an entry into the closet wall was 17 inches. 
Q.  Would that lead you to conclude that the bullet was going in a 
downward angle? 
A.  Yes, sir, it would. 
Q.  Now, in the room that you've talked about as being the  
girl's room, are you talking about Gregg Sevier's sister's room? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Did you do you have an approximation about how far the 
bed in that room is from where you located the bullet? 



A.  I'd say approximately three to four feet away from that wall.  I 
had sufficient room to sit on the floor with a tool box beside 
me and have no interference and was not cramped by the bed being 
where it was located to recover that bullet. 
Q.  Now, did that bullet go completely through the closet wall or was 
it 
lodged in the wall? 
A.  It was lodged in the wall. 
Q.  And what type of material was the wall?  Was it wall board or 
A.  Sheetrock. 
Q.  Sheetrock? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Now, Officer, did you take some other items of evidence or 
potential evidence from the Sevier home that morning? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  And could you list for us basically 
what you took from the Sevier home? 
A.  Okay, I took a brown wooden handled knife.  I took six shell 
casings.  I took two toothpicks.  I took the bedding from the  
southeast bedroom.  I took the contents of the trash can from 
that bedroom.  I took the contents of the trash can from the  
sister's room.  I took an opened can of Coors Light beer  
from the victim's room.  I took a bullet from the wall of the  
closet.  And the clothes that Mr. Sevier was wearing was later  
collected by me, and the contents of those clothes. 
Q.  Did you take anything out of Gregg Sevier's room? 
A.  I took a opened can of Coors Light beer 
and its contents. 
Q.  Now why did you take the bedding from the bedroom? 
A.  Because at the time there was a shell casing 
that I had not located and there was blood on those and I didn't 
want the family to return and see any more blood there than they 
had to. 
Q.  So have you still kept those bedding items? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Now, Officer, I'm going to show you 
Exhibit No. 5.  Is that the butcher knife that you retrieved 
that morning, on April 21st? 
A.  Yes, sir, it is. 
Q.  And how do you recognize it? 
A.  Well, on the wooden portion of the handle here I have my  
initials, my item No. 1, and the Lawrence Police Department's  
Case No. 914460, and it's placed there with a permanent marker. 
Q.  And you actually put those marks there? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  Did you do that for later identification in case you had to testify 
in 
court? 
A.  I did. 
Q.  And where was Exhibit No. 5 when you first saw it? 
A.  When I first saw this knife it was 
with the metal portion in a brown paper bag on, laying on the 
carpet in the hallway, on the south wall, next to the south 
wall, close to the basement door to the south wall of the hall. 
Q.  And is that knife depicted in the photograph that I 
previously showed you and you have identified? 
A.  Yes, sir, it is.  



Q.  Okay, and it's in the location you've just told 
us? 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Do you know where the knife came from 
originally in the house? 
A.  Just what I was told. 
Q.  Okay.  Who told you something about the knife? 
A.  Officer Polson.  
Q.  What did he tell you as far as where the knife 
had been retrieved? 
A.  He advised me that when he came in 
the knife was gave to him by Mr. Sevier. 
Q.  Now, Officer, did you take any other items of  
evidence or potential evidence, other than what you've listed? 
A.  No, sir, I did not. 
Q.  Have any of the items been returned to the family, or do 
you know? 
A.  Yes, they have. 
Q.  What items? 
A.  The billfold, the contents of the billfold, which was mostly 
identification.  There was 55 cents in change.  There was a 
silver and gold belt buckle, a pair of boots, and a silver and 
turquoise ring. 
Q.  There has been some question about the 
belt itself.  has it been returned? 
A.  No, sir, it has not. 
Q.  Do you know why that is? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Why is that? 
A.  That bullet was kept as evidence because it had 
a bullet hole in it and I didn't know whether that would be 
needed at a later date. 
MR. DIEHL: I have no further questions. 
DR. MODDRELL: Would you please repeat why you 
took the bedding from the southeast bedroom? 
A.  Okay, there was blood on that and at the time there was mention of 
a 
additional shell casing and that had not been located and I 
wanted to collect that bedding and look through it more 
carefully to see if I could locate another shell casing, and 
also there was blood on that.  There was some other blood there 
and I did cover that blood, I could not collect it, and fix it 
so that it would not be seen by the family. 
MR. FLORY: I have a couple of questions. EXAMINATION BY MR. 
FLORY:  
Q.  How many years have you been doing scenes as far as evidence 
collection? 
A.  27 years. 
Q.  In that respect do you normally try to collect everything  
that may conceivably be determined to be an item of evidence  
while you're there? 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q.  And why do you collect things that may 
not at the time appear that important? 
A.  It may become important later on and if I do not  
collect it at the time I would not be able to use it as  
evidence if I released that scene and had to go back and  



collect that item later. 
Q.  Now, when you were out at the house working the scene did you have 
anyone assisting you? 
A.  Yes, sir, I did. 
Q.  And Mr. Diehl asked you some questions earlier about 
measurements and approximations.  Was someone in your team 
assigned to do measurements? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  And who was that? 
A.  Larry Fish with the Kansas University Police 
Department.  
MR. FLORY: Okay, thank you.  I have nothing 
further.  Thank you, Detective.  Call Larry Fish. LARRY FISH, 
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified 
under oath as follows: DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. FLORY: 
Q.  Please tell us your name. 
A.  Larry Fish. 
Q.  And your occupation? 
A.  I'm a detective with the University 
of Kansas Police Department. 
Q.  Okay.  On the morning of April 21st, 1991, were you called 
to assist in the investigation of the death of Gregg Sevier? 
A.  Yes, I was. 
Q.  And what was your role in that investigation, briefly? 
A.  I was assigned to a team that was going to process the scene at the 
home. 
Q.  Okay.  And that's 1627 East 18th Terrace? 
A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  Okay.  And as a part of your responsibilities 
did you take measurements and draw a diagram of that scene? 
A.  Yes, I did. 
Q.  And if you look over your right 
shoulder you'll see a diagram there.  Are you the person 
responsible for the drawing of that diagram? 
A.  Yes, I am.  
Q.  I'd like to ask you a couple of questions about the 
diagram.  First of all, you have something designated as RP No. 
1.  What does that mean? 
A.  That is a reference point.  It's 
a point where two walls intersected that we chose to make 
measurements from so that we could coordinate, give coordinates 
of measurement for specific points, specific items that were 
found. 
Q.  And RP No. 2 is another reference point; is that 
correct? 
A.  That is correct. 
Q.  And that's the inside corner just inside the doorway in  
the corner where this wall meets this wall? 
A.  That is correct. 
Q.  Okay.  Now, 
point No. 10, did you note what that point indicates? 
A. Point No. 10 is the head of the decedent. 
Q.  Okay.  And was that laying right against the bed? 
A.  It was not in contact 
with the bed but in close proximity to the bed. 
Q.  Okay. Now, did you make measurements to be able to establish the 
location of point No. 10? 



A.  Yes, we did. 
Q.  And how did you take those measurements? 
A.  They were taken with a small metal retractable rule. 
Q.  Okay.  And from what reference point, if either? 
A.  From, it would have been 
using reference point No. 2, measured from each of these walls. 
Q.  Okay.  And what is the measurement on point No. 10?  Do 
you have notes or 
A.  I, I have notes that 
Q.  Would you refer to those 
A.  Yes, I would.  
Q.  and tell us what the measurements were. 
A.  Point No. 10, being the 
top of the head, would be five feet one inch from east of the 
west wall and three feet two inches south of the north wall. 
Q.  Okay.  So from this point to this wall is three feet two 
inches.  Is that what you're saying? 
A.  That is correct. 
Q.  Okay.  Did you also measure this hallway? 
A.  Yes, we did. 
Q.  And did you just approximate it or did you use a 
tape to measure it? 
A.  We used a tape to measure it. 
Q.  How wide was it? 
A.  It is 36 inches. 
MR. FLORY: Okay. No further questions for the Detective Fish. 
DR. MODDRELL: Jury, do you have any questions?  Mr. Kring. 
JUROR KRING: Do you have a measurement from Reference 
Point 1 to the doorway of Gregg Sevier's bedroom, from there 
back to that doorway? 
A.  We don't have a specific 
measurement from this to the doorway but if I might refer to my 
notes. 
DR. MODDRELL: Certainly. 
A.  I believe that we 
can incorporate two measurements to get that particular 
measurement.  The portion of the hallway here to the point where 
it would be 
JUROR KRING: 36? 
A.  directly across be 36 
inches, it was then 17, 17 inches further back to the, to the 
plane of the doorway. 
JUROR KRING: Thank you. 
DR. MODDRELL: Thank you. 
MR. FLORY: At this time, Dr. Moddrell, 
the exhibits that have been marked, we would move that they be 
considered in evidence by the jury.  We at this time have no 
additional witnesses to call.  In the event the jury wishes a 
witness they have heard referred to called and that's possible, 
we would do that.  We have no further witnesses to call. 
DR. MODDRELL: Has there been something come up in your minds 
that could be clarified by bringing a witness back to the stand? 
Then that concludes the presentation of evidence in this 
coroner's inquest and it is now time for you to deliberate. 
What you are to decide is when the deceased died; by what means 
death was caused; by what person, if any, and if known, death 
was caused; by what weapon, if any, and if known, death was 



caused; and whether the death was caused feloniously, 
accidentally, or justifiably.  I have a set of jury instructions 
for you and a verdict form.  Should you desire to attend the 
scene of the incident, that can be arranged as part of your 
deliberations.  Rather than me read these all to you again you 
can each at your leisure.  this is your verdict form, and your 
verdict needs to be unanimous.  We need to have you pick a 
presiding juror that will read the verdict or will come back 
with the verdict for us.  And then your room is upstairs. 
 
(The jury retired to the jury room to deliberate at 9:45. 
At 10:45 the jury requested and received the written statement 
of Willie Sevier; the jury also requested information regarding 
if the same protection of not answering questions applied to all 
witnesses or just to the officers; question was relayed to Mr. 
Flory, who responded that it only applied to the officers; the 
answer was relayed to the jury by the reporter.  The jury 
returned to the courtroom at 12:01 and the following proceedings 
were had:) 
DR. MODDRELL: This coroner's inquest is now 
reconvened.  And first I would like to thank the jurors 
for their diligence and attention in this matter.  The verdict 
is as follows:  At inquest having been held in Lawrence, 
Kansas, in Douglas County on the 1st day of may, 1991, before 
me, Carol Moddrell, M.D., coroner of said county, on the death 
of one Gregory Allen Sevier, by the jurors whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, the said jurors upon their oaths do say: 
That Gregory Allen Sevier died on the 21st day of April, 1991, 
in Douglas County, Kansas; that the death of said Gregory Allen 
Sevier was caused in the following manner or as a result of the 
following means, to wit: two bullet wounds to the heart; and that 
the death of the said Gregory Allen Sevier was caused by the act 
of the following person or persons, to wit: Officer Ted Bordman 
and Officer Jim Phillips; and that the death of the said Gregory 
Allen Sevier was caused by the following weapon, to wit, the 
service revolver of Officer Bordman and the service revolver of 
Officer Phillips; and that the death of the said Gregory Allen 
Sevier was caused justifiably.  In testimony whereof, the said 
jurors have set their hands this 1st day of may, 1991. 
  There are comments on the form which will be part of the permanent 
record.  And I will now present the verdict to the District 
Attorney.  The inquest is now over.  (Concluded at 12:03.) 
 
* * * C E R T I F I C A T E  
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